
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




?v^ 



\ 



^V-V-' 



Digitized 



by Google 



Jir'^A^k^v ^ 




Digitized iV^QQS' .'( I ' .' 



# 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 

WORKS 
CORNELIUS TACITUS; 

• I 

WITH 

AN ESSAY 
ON HIS LIFE AND GENIUS, 

NOTES, SUPPLEMENTS, &c. 

BY 

ARTHUR MURPHY, ESQ. 



'PntcipvLvm mirniis umaliiim reor, ne virtates sileantnr^ atqae pnms 
. dictis factisqae ex po8t6ritate et iofiimilL metiu sit. 

Tacitus, Annales, in. s.65. 



A NEW EDITION, 

WITH THB AUTHOR*S LAST CORRBCTIONS. 

IN EIGHT VOLUMES. ^ 
VOL. IV. 



LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR JOHN STOCEDALE; 
F. C. AND. J. RIVINGTON; J. WALKBR; R. LEA] LONGMAN, 
HURST, REES, ORMe/ AND BROWN; CADELL AND DAVIDS ; 
J. MAWMAN; J. MURRAY; J. RICHARDSON; R.BALDWIN; 
AND J. FAULDER. , 

1811. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



THE 

ANNALS 



OP 



TACITUS. 



BOOK XV. 



VOL. IV. B 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



?r ^ 



... I 



Digitized by 



Google 



. . CONTENTS^ 

BOOK XV. 
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I. JBMBNIA hutaded by Vohgei$e$, king pfParthia. 

^ itte is repuked by the fpirif aftd ,good c<mdmi of 
Cofbvio. yi« Casennlus Patus i^ni by Nera wkk a 
ipetial C(fnmhifhiit6 take i^poh him the soie ^command 
ih'jttmmd. HU fdsfmessj vanity^ and ^Mnt of mt/t- 
idrykMUl '- He is iesieged with his lemons. Cwttmlo 
^ndfekest6hu ^eUefy but to6 late. PeRtia oblig^ to 
hiMniii^Y XfttX. Th^hks tf victor^ decked at 
!Rome,:iKihille ^ toar is stiU dependifi^. XIX. D«* 
iiite^ im ^ttfe seiuih ^cbhteMng 'fidHtUms Mdoptims. 
XXBi! }ikr6 hua ddugkHf by PoppM^ Hkim' 
:7hbi^^p^: JhMie inOfHhnent^ etecM^'yln^ 
T%ef (HhM d^ wkhinf&ui^'fAMkhsr^dBJ^is^^n^ a 
ti!i»pi^k6^mt'to1i^.^1^^ A def^mi^frwiiHhe 
l^nnim} c&imin^ et fig/ft" to r^m^ jMknia: the 
^ft]i^^09^ dSmis^ n^hmt sm T%e emduct 
^fkew^)6onmdttedt^^^ HeetderiAnmma 

MiadM Uim; TSe Parlhimie iHriM with terror. 
A t^i^ajr^mne^^ cHd^jk'PaHkkms^a^ terms of 
peqeA ' iPMd&tesvr to depdisU^ this diddem. it khe^fintof 
ifem'e stitiue, aMn)tM' rekme it w&hMi th^tmamt 
efTfUtOi !XXX1L 7%e efiOe^ (m thr coast neiahrthe 
Alps admitted #b the" pritUeges of LatiuM^ Nero 
sings on the puUicfitage atNaplm ilb^ail^cr- 
cesses in aU kinds of riot and debauchery. XXXy* 
Torfuatus SUanus compelled to put an end to his life. 
XXXVIII. jRome set onfire^ and Nero suspected of 
being an^ior of the colouration* He sates the ruim 
to Ms own usif and buUj^ a magjaifieent Pfilaee^ 1^ 
Christiafts ac^uscdof being th^.incendiarieSf and, though 
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innoeeni, put to death mtK cruel barbarity. XLVIL 

A variety of extraordinary, ofnens. XLVIII. A cofh' < 

ifirdcy against Nero in favour of Caius Piso. A 

rmmber of Roman knights and senaiforM engaged i^^ 

the plot. The first mover of it unknown. Subriui 

Flavnis.aforivard leader. Epichar^^ €^ enfranchifed 

slave, endeavours to animate the conq^rators, ' By^^ 

\imiprudenc4j and i1^ information of MUkhus^ a fr^^ 

' vkaiy the eonspiracy. is detected. LVI. The compiratort 

\betrdy their iUcofnplices. I^tcan tl^ pfl^\a^qi»^ Jkie 

nhther.. Ij\Jl.^The for^^ (fA^^hai4%uq^J^ 

- ,%cfc, J^enius Rttfus^ though e^gffg^ in th^,ph^f wts 
\mitK vehemence ugaifi^ihe sreit 4f th(^^aq(pmpfices. 

' sSeod'nl iUmtiifw fAen jmt to. death. \ L^^ Sf^cacc^ 

, eu9ed,'undfiMbune$ent^tQ^Mmwit\ th^patpicutanof 

' tii^dfijwtmati<^4 ^ His ro^n^KSfer. :H(9 f^^.Drdm;to 

dieA, JUs wtfe^ Pompm Paulinti, mf^^h$ ^der iff 

Nero.,, Seneca dies in.ihebath^ LXVIv.JFimics JRqfus 

accused by the rest of the convirators.^ JiXyiL The 

firm-Mumaur if Subrius Fkeviusi Xis intp$pid aifiwer 

. io Neroiand Us^deaih. I4XVIIL Ve^fi^im, thfi consul, 

- tkmghinnQcmty.commtmdedbyatrfimn^sto^i^^ 

. t)€JR9»* \JSKX. Jjucan the poet di^f r^pt^fd^g his. own 
vt^euMf. LXXU. Nero dktrihHt^.a largest ^immg the 
. soldiers. , The senate c^onsoened. Their, bas^ imd'ser-^ 
'wile Jlaitery. Oblations decreed to the gi^df. , The 

- mMih of April 9tyled:bysihe name Nero.- 

These transactions passed in little more than three years. 
Y«m Of. 

of Bome— 4!^l8tr ' Consuls. 

815 ' '6£ continued^ Marius Cdms, Asinius Gnllus. - 
81^ 63^ Memmius ReguhtSf Verginius Rttfus. . 

817''*''64 Ci Ldecanius Bassus, M. lAeinius Crassus. * 
818 65 JJcinius J^erva Siliamis, M. Vestinus Atticu. 
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During these transactions, Volageses, book 
king of the Parthians, began to raise new v— v-^ 

• A U C 

confimQtions in the East. The success of 'sii. * 
Corbulo alarmed his jealousy ; he saw, (i, * 
with wounded pride, the defeat of his bro* 
ther, Tindates; and, in his room, Tigranes, 
an alien prince Ca% seated on the throng 
of Armenia. The honour of the Arsacides 
was tarnished, by these eyents, and he was 
detennined to res^r^ its former lustre. 
But the struggle was to be with a great 
and powerful empire. Treaties of alliance, 
long in force and long respected by the 
two nations, held him in suspense. By 
sature anxious and irresolute, he formed^ 
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6 THE ANNALS 

BOOK no settled plan- He was at variance with 
\^rv^ the Hyrcanians^ apd^ after a long and ob- 
«i6. * stinate conflict, that brave and powerfiil 
^^' nation still made head against him. While 
he continued wavering, fresh intelligence 
fired him with indignation. Tigranes march* 
cd his army into the territory of the Adia- 
benians, a people bordering on Armenia, 
and laid waste their country. The en- 
terprise did not resemble the sudden in- 
cursion of Barbarians roving in quest of 
prey; a regular wg*^ seemed to be de- 
clared in form. The chiefs of the Adia^ 
benians saw, with resentment, their la;n^ 
made a scene of desolation, not by a Ro^ 
man army, but by a foreigner^ a despi- 
cable hostage, who for years had lived at 
Rome undistinguished from the conjtbOn 
slaves. 

Mohobazus, the sovereign of the, pro- 
vince, inflamed the discontents of the 
people, and, at the same tim^, roil&ed the 
pride of Vologeses by frequent messages^ 
importing, that he knew not which way 
tdr turn, nor from what quarter to expec4 
relief. Armenia, he said, was lost^ and the 
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^ghb6u)ring itbie^y if ndt i^iiilbrced by tiaSili 
thfe Fai»thiail9j niu»t be all involved in the s^^ 
satae calamity^ pethajjs, vAih tfce fconsent ^g?s.*'* 
df ilte people, as Rome, it iras Well knoWn, ^jj? * 
fliade & di%tiftctio6 ^betthr66h tiie nations 
that feN by bdtf^trest, and tho^c! that sub* 
iftitted at diictetJon. , Tii4datfed, by his be- 
havioUr, added forpe to thesis cdnipklints. 
Diiten fipofti his throne^ he appeared with 
all the sileiM dignity of distress,. of j if ^e 
!ipoke occasionjrfly, hiis i^^ords t^-esre ffew, 
shbrt, and sententiotis. " Mighty kihg- 
** doms," he said, ** are liot supported by 
*^ inetctivity. Men and arms, abd inrariike 
!* preparation^,- &re ncfefessary. The con- 
** qaeror has always justice on his side. 
^ In a private station, to defend their pro- 
** petty is the virtue of individuals ; but to 
♦* invade the possessions of otiiers is the pre- 
** rogatiVjfe and the glory of kings." 

• tl. RotrsED by these incentives, Volo- 
geses summoned a council, and, mating 
^iridates next himself, spoke in substance 
Hi foUoWs : ^ You see before you a prince 
** descended frorn the same iather With 
^ myself.^ Acknowledging the right of pri- 



Digitized 



by Google 




THE ANNAU 

mogenit\iV€f he ceided to me the diadeiii 
of, Parthia: ii^ return I placed iiim on 
^/ the throne of ArHienia, the third kMig- 
dom among the eastern nations. Media, 
^^ in fact, is the second^ and Pacorus, at 
!f that time, was in possession. Bj this 
" arrangement, I provided for my family^. 
^^ andj by the measure, extinguished fojt 
" ever those unnatural jealousies, which 
" formeriy en;venomed brothers agaiiist 
" brothers. This system, it seems, has 
" given umbrage to the Romans ; they de- 
f* clare against it ; and though they nevei 
" broke with Parthia without paying dearly 
*/ for their temerity, they now are willing 
" to provoke a war^ and rush on« their own 
"destruction. Thus much I am Willing 
" to declare; the possessions, which have 
" descended to me from my ancestors,^ 
" shall never be dismembered ; but I had 
" rather maintain them by the justice of 
." my pause, than by the decision of the 
" sword. ' I avow the principle, and if, in 
" consequence of it, I have been too much 
." inclined to pacific measures, the vigour 
^* of my future conduct shall make atone* 
;*Vment. The national honour, in the 
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^ njmasi timei hi^ twffered no diminni^otf. book 
*^ Your glory is unimpaired, anH I Mta v.>v^ 
^* added to it the virtues of moderation; %Yi.^ 
" virtues^ which the gods approve, amd ^j^ 
" ^hich no sovereign, however grqat and 
"-flourishing, ought to despise/' , 

* * ^ 

Having thus delivered his sentim^nt^ 
he placed the regal diadem on the head of 
Tiridates, and, at the same tim^, g^ve t9 
Moneses, an officer of distinguished rankt 
the command of the cavalry, which, bj 
^tablished usage, is always appointed Jbo 
attend the person of the monarch. He 
added the auxiliaries sent by the Adia- 
benians, and, with that force, ordered him 
to march against Tigranes, in order to ex- 
terminate the usurper from the throne of 
Armenia. In the mean time, he proposed 
to compromise the war with the Hyrcanians, 
and fall with the whole weight of bis king- 
dom pn the Roman provinces. 

in. CoRBULo was BO sooQC^r apprised 
of these transaction's, than he dispatched, 
to support Tigranes, two legion/^, luider the 
command of Verulanus Severus and Vettius 
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mat Mteak. in^^kp^t^mernktrnt^^^^ 

^'£5^' fctltt^laob, and ttfct dtt the acfensivfe, tvitiioui 
I^Ahifig m theit dfiemtloils with tOd much 
Vigbflr.^ A d^Chlvtf eAlHpMgh Was not 
Corbulo's pkn. He Wished to ptott&tt the 
war, ^nd, in the mean time, stated^ in his 
kftterH to the etaperoFj the necessity of ap- 
l^titiflg a cdiomand^, with a special com^ 
ttligsidii t0 pifotect Atoieiiia^ as he foresaw 
A^StOntt gjlthering4n the province of Syriar. 
If Vologeses Metd^ ftii irruption in that 
^ktteti ^ l^W^tftil arthy would be wanted 
to repel th& invader* With the rest of hi* 
legions he formed a chaiii of posts along 
the Mnks of the Euphrates^ and, having 
made a powerful levy. of provincial forcesr, 
he secured all the passes against the in*- 
toads of the etieiiiy. In oi;der^to make 
gtti^ of waiter in a country not well Sup*- 
plfed by nature, he erecJtfed strong castles 
near the springs d.nd fonntitins; and, wher^ 
the stations were inconvenient, he choaked 
kxp a ti9<nbei^ of ritialeti^ with heap« of sand, 
iWith intent to conceal thdr^iiour^e from th^ 
Piirtiiian anny. 
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IV. WaiLfi Cwbulb wqb thus coiMserfr^ 
ing measures for the defence of SynBi 
Monesek advanced by rapid inarches, aaid 
With all bis forces entered Armenia. :He 
hoped to outstrip the faine th^t flies bdforo 
an enterprising general, and to fall upoB 
Tigranes by surprise. That prince, aware 
of the design, had thrown himself into the 
city of Tigranocerta, a place surrounded 
by high walls (a)^ dnd.defended. by. a nu-i 
merous garrison. The riTerliicephorius('5j!^ 
with a current sufBdently broad, washes 
ft considerable part of the walls. A deep 
trench inclosed the rest. There was. a con^ 
patent number of soldiers td man tbe works^ 
and pfx>visions had been laid in with due 
precaution. Some of the foraging parties 
having rashly ventured too &r were sur* 
rounded by the enemy. This cheeky how-^ 
evier, instead of diBhearteniitg the garrison^ 
served only to inspire thein with a spirit of 
r6venge« The operations of a siege ate ill 
suited to the geninsof the Parthians, whose 
Ooorage always £Eiils in a dose engagement; 
A few arrows thrown- at random nude no 
impression on men sheltered by their fortir 
Se9^ti0iM. Hko besiegers; could only amuse 
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BOOK themselveswith a feeble aUack, i^n at- 

XV" ' 
K^-^ tempt was made by the Adiabenians to 

815. cany the works by assault. They ad- 

^^P" vanced their scaling-ladders .and other 

military engines, but were soon repulsed, 

and, the garrison sallying out, the whole 

' corps was cut to pieces. 

. V* CoRBULO was not of a temper to bwj 
elated with success. He chose to act with 
moderation in prosperity, and, accordingly, 
dispatched an embassy to expostulate witfe 
Vologeses on the vblence with which he 
had invaded a Roman province, and not 
only besieged the cdhorts of the empire, 
but also a king in alliance with Rome. I| 
the Parthian prince did not raise the sjegiB^ 
he threatened to advance with the strength 
of his army, aud encamp in the heart of . 
the country. Casperius, a centurion, was 
charged with this commission. He piet 
the king in the city of Nisibis /^a^/, distant 
about seven and tiiirty miles from Tigrar 
nocerta, and there delivered his orders in a 
tone of firmness. To. avoid, a war with 
Rome had been for some time the fixed 
resolutipn of Vologeses, and. the success, c^ 
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the present enterprise gave him no reitson book- 

tcalterhi^ sentiments. .'-..■ ' s-^v^ 

a: 13. a 

816.- 

' The siege proniised no kind of advant^ ^^ * 
age ; Tigranes possessed a strong-hold, well 
garrisoned, and provided with ample sUp-*' 
plies ; the forces^ that attempted to stttrfai 
tbte works, met with a tbtal overthrow? the 
Ronton legions were ifl ^ssession of lAr-^ 
menia; 'and others were in readiriess, not 
only to cover the province of Syria, but to 
pJush the war into the Parthian territori«^ : ' 
fcis cavalry suflfered for want of forage, ind' 
all v:^t^tion being destroyed by a swalffii 
of loctists; neither grass nor foliage could' 
be found. Detcbnitied by these dotittdera-^ 
tions, yet disguising, his fear, Vologesefe, 
with -tile specious appearance of a pacific' 
dispOf^on;, i ^returiied, for ' ans^i^er ' to Cas- 
perius, tt«|the should send ambassadors^ td^ 
Rome, wit^' instructions to solicittbe ces^on * 
of Armenia, and the re-establishbent of \ 
peace between the two nations. Mean* 
while, he sent dispatches to Moneses, with 
ordej^ to abandon the siege of Tigranocerta, 
and, without further delay, returned to his '- 
capital. 
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4Mdr : Yh TuBwkikyeaUyBimhtd by the geatf^ 
wv^ ral voice to the conduct of the geiiiiral,'8nd 
^i^'^^'the terror impressed on the mind of Vo- 
^e£" logweiJ, \^erfc^xitQllecl in terms of the hi^- 
e^ Gommendation* 'And yet malignity wasj 
a( work. Soirie ydiild have Jt, " that 
"c th)»!e -was at the bPttom a secret conjparft; 
*tto ioake an en<i t)f:the War/' A^ce^dup^ 
to their finji&ter }iiijtef|)retatiQa» ** if if^afrstft 
" pvlatfid that Yolf»ge*e» shfcnild fetjirn tm 
*^ h^ 4wn dominion^j ajid that Armenia> 
*\ 9hicmld :be evft<Matfd by Tigrane*^. Witib 
**. ^jrjiat pth0r vi^w wefie the Kowan soldietet 
".wMWiawu fppnj T»^no<«itta ? Wl^gitte: 
**tip* by an ill-judged peteje, Tifhat liad^ 
**. fee^ so, well defelndtid M8 titne.V)<;iii?aur?! 
♦* CottUl the array firid, at the estiomity.^ 
*^ Cap^adoda, im huta sud^nly thro^dm tifv 
** betteor wint^Kluarters^ than in th(e:Cisipi!U»{^ 
** f4 a k«i}gdbm» Irhksh had been pri^senred 
** bjr fore© of artna ? Peace: is held f<wth 5 
*' but it is, iOi fyucty no liiofe th»a a'tnice,'a< 
** »iu|)i^nsiQn of arms, thai! Yologeaes wsiyt 
** have to Cjcintend -with another g^neinal, 
** and that Corbulo shoiild not be cMiged 
** to hassard the great renown, vf\ach be had 
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*< W^ir^ durpff ^ service ^f so ipapy fmji 

, , ,' A»W.ft 

Thefa^twasi,CQrbuU>,asw^^yeM:ate44 ^(J^ 
If^ii^ired a, new cojnm?ip4eT fox *h^ speqi^l 
Pftyp^ae of ^ffy^iing* Jf^xxa^ai^, \ an^ tUi^ 
l^)|p[iipationof jCi^senQiiui Pastes w^l^ali^dje 
SA^iu^ced'. Tfc^t,<^<^irurr|v^ in a sliip^ 
|imer':A d^vifijoQ of tjl^^forpesrwas i^lQt* 
ted to each commander. . The fourth z^^, 
twelfth legions, with the fifth lately arrived 
^om Mspsiis^ and a body pf ftvqcilisrief irom 
^*ontust from fOflatja^ Sj^d Cf Hpadgcia, 
ijrer? put ujider the }99|^Biapd o^lfti^^fxx^ 
The tlur(^.t|)£ ^ixtli^ 9od4^i)tJb, Ifgioi^wit^ 
^e forces of Syria, iwri^re ^sijne^' to ,C^ 
\fl3^o. If^ti^ jCpmmaQ^^s w^i^ to aQtj ifi^ 
qpnc^rt, : or ^,,puajh ^ war iq differ^p^ 
cj^artera, ai^rtj^e 'Q(2Qs^i9i^ might requjr^ 
;pqt the *pjri[t Qf C9]:bulQHConld uot bropk 
a*riAral ;, and Foetus, though to be seconfl 'm 
q^pii^awi viV^'^ nwfh a geoeia^ wouki.hjwrQ 
bfBG^ ^ h^h^t. glory; began to asfHre^ 
al^ve hioyself' He despised the fame .ac« 
c^ired by Corbu^y declafing all his best 
q&p^olts to be no better than boasted vicii 
tiwies,' -without bloodshed, and without 
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TOOK booty; mere pretended sieges, in whicK 



,, not a single place was carried by-assaoli. 

'hiL ' For himself, he was resolved to carry on 

it: ' tlie wift: for more fifdbstan tial purposes. * Sy 

/ mipbSing tributes feind taxes on the van^' 

8uishe3v he meiaht to reduce them to suW 

jfectibhi and, for the shadow of ah oricnfel 

kingj he Would festaWish the' rights of '^h- 

^u^t, arid the^a^ilwDfity of the^ Roman 

iMry^y j j^ : ^gj^ jdncttkTe, the ambassadors^ 
iflib haflib<^eri^^ to trfeat 

wttt?- Ndro,- retilra^^ " Back '^fi-' their dwn 
ionh^l TheiF8^|btta1^ohw^''TO 
filly aiidliKe Parthians declared war. ItetiiS: 
fin^rac^d the opportunity to signalise hisf 
t^iin He entered: Alrm^nia at the head^ 
o? two legions ; the fouVth commanded by 
Fiinisulanus Vettbnianus, aftd the twefflh 
by Galavius Sabihus. His first apjproteh 
was attended with uhpropltious omens; In' 
passing over a bridge, which lay across^ thie 
Euphrates, the horse that carried the con- 
sfnlar ornaments, taking* fright without any 
apparent cause, broke from the ranks, and' 
Aed at full speed* A victim, likewise, in- 
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tended for ncrifice, stand>ng near the unf^' book 
'finished fprbfications of the \nnter camp, wyw 
dscaped out of the intrenchmeiits. Nor ^ &^^* 
was this all : the jak^elins, in the hand^^^ ^^ 
of the soldiers, emitted sudden flashes of' 
fire ; and this prodigy was the more alarms 
ingas die IPaitbiazffi brandished the same 
weapon* : * 

Vin.<>PorRXE3rTs and prodigies had na 
e^ect on Bb^s^ Without waiting to fortify 
hiS'tridter enoai&pment, and .without {Ht> 
vidiog a^sttfBcient store of grain, he marclH 
edhis affnjbyer McHmtTaurus, determined^ 
as faegareout^ to recover Tigranbcerta, and 
lay waste t}}e caoiintry throng which Coiw 
ba£33ilmdpass^ with; vain poiade* In his 
pvogpeiM som^ f tots and basdes were stopa^ 
ed/apd h is>cerUin th^t fais> shkte ^ giory 
an4 of b€k>ty would . have been consider^ 
able, if to enjoy the f6rinei^ iritb modera^ 
tbn, and to secure thb1atter;'had been his 
tdent He over^ran by rapid marches vast 
tracts (^country, wjtere no conquest could 
be maintained . His provisions^ in the mean 
time, went to decay, apd, the winter season 
approaching fast, he was obliged to return 

vol. IV. c 
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BOOK' with lus army* His dispatches to Ncfo* 
wv-^ were in a style as grand as if he had ended 

A XT 'C* • * 

815. ' ^^ ^^^9 high-sounding, pompous, full of 
^6^/ vain-^ory, :but without any solid ad-^ 
vantage, i ♦ 

IX. In the mean time Corbulo neveii 
neglected the banks of the Euphrates^. To 
his former chain of posts he added new 
stations ; and lest the enemy, who shewed 
themselves in detached partieson.the op*^ 
posite plains, should be able td obstruct 
the building of a biidgfe. Over the river, he 
ordered a nujoaber of vessHs.of Jsirge siae to 
be braced together witk gr^^t jbeams, MvA 
on that foundation . raised; a superstructuni 
of towers armed with sliiiigs^ and wiarfilat 
engines. From tliis floating battery W 
^mipyed the enemy with a d«5fihttrge,;of 
stones and javelins, thrown .to suchift 
length, . that' the Parthians could not re^* 
taliate with their dftrts. Under this shelter 
the. bridge was finished. The allied cohofcts 
passed over ,to the opposite hijls. The 
legions followed, and. ptched their campi 
The: whole, of thte^ operations was executed 
Fith such rapidity^ and so formidable » 
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^pla; of. strength^ that the Parthians book 
abandoned their enterprise, and, without w.-w 
attempting any thing against the Syrians^ ^'aiiL 
drew: off their forces to the invasion of ^g^* 
Armenia. 



, X/PiETus. had fixed his head^^juatiters 
In that conntry, Uttle aware of the storm 
ready to burst upon him, and so .much off 
his guard, that he suffered the fifth legion 
to remain in Pontus, at a considerable dis^ 
lance, while he) still weakened his numbers 
by granting leave of absence to his soldiert 
"without reserve. In this situation he re* 
ceived intelligence of the approach of Vo- 
iogeses with. a powerful army. .Hex:alled 
the twelfth le^oato his assistance, arid, by 
the necessity of that.rdmforcement, .betray- 
ed' to thecienemy the feeble condition of his 
army.' He ivas, notwithstanding, sufi&cient- 
ly strong toomain tain. his post, and l^dSAt 
all the efforts of the Parthians, had it. been 
in the genius, of the man to, pursue .with 
.finmiess eithier his own idea, or the OQimsel 
of others.;; But in pressing .exigencifea, hh 
no. sooner lembraced the plan, recommended 
bj officers q€ known lexperience, than his 

02* 
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a^i Httle spirit wHs stung with jealonsj, tndf 

wry^ test he should be thought to stand in need 

%?s.^* <rf advice, he was sure to adopt very dif- 

^^' ferent measurftife, always changing for the 

worse. 

On the firs^ approach of the P^rthians, 
he stdlied out of his intrenchments, deter<i> 
thin^d to hazard a battle* Ditdies and 
nniparts, he said^ were not given to hun id 
commission, nor had he any need of t^t 
drfence: the soldier and the swiord were 
iifl he wanted. In this vapouring strahl 
-be ted his lemons to the field ; but a cen^ 
-tarioti, and a few soldiers, who had been 
bent to recoimoitre the enemy, being cut 
Dff, his courage failed, and he sounded a 
•retreat. He was no sooner m his oamjl, 
^tiban, perceiving tibat Vtilpgeses had'n<rt 
j^essed on the resir, he once more grew 
bold, and, iti a fit of valour, ordered three 
thoas^nd of his be^t infantry to take post 
oil the next ediinence of Mount Taurus, to 
Idispute the pass with; the Parthim king. 
Ih^ Pannonmns, who formed the strength 
iof has cavalry, were drawn x6p on the ofox 
^jdaitt. He placed his wife iutd her in^nt 
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90q in ft castle c»lled -Arsftinosata ("aj, ftn4 book 

XV* 

teft » cohort to defend the place. In thi* ' 



manner Tje contarived to divide an army, ^'^^.^' 
whkJi, acting with united force^vQuldlwvti ^q^^ 
been able to repel the attack of a wild and 
desultory enemy. When pressed by Volo- 
geses, we are told, it wa$ with difficulty that 
he could submit to acquaint Corbulo with 
his situation. That officer did not hurry 
to his assistancep To augment the glory 
of delivering him, he was willing to let the 
danger increase. In the mean time, he 
ordered a detachment of a thousand men, 
drafted from each of his three legions, and a 
body of eight hundred horse, with an equal 
number from the cohorts, tohoJd themselves 
in readiness for a sudden enterprise 

Xli VoLOGESES knew from his scouts 
that hb passage over Mount Taurus was 
obstructed by the Roman infantry, and 
diat the plain was occupied by the Fan- 
honiajd horse ; but the news did not dfeter 
hani from pursifing his march* He fell 
mth impetuous ftiry on the cavalry, who 
fled witii precipitation. The fegionary 
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BOOK soldiers, in like manrien abaiidoned thfeit 

XV 

post. A tower, commanded by Tatqaitiu^ 
Crescus, a centuriota, was the only place 
that held out. That officer made several 
sallies with success, routing such of th4 
enemy as dared to approach the walls^ and 
pursuing the runaways with great slaught 
tier; till by a volley of combustibles, throwii 
in by the ibesiegers, the works were set bri 
fire- The gallant centurion perished in the 
flames. Some of the garrison escaped un- 
hurt, and made the best of their way to 
distant wilds. The wounded returned to 
the camp, and there related wonders, mag- 
nifying, beyond all bounds, the valour of 
the Parthian king, the number of his troops, 
and thpir ferocity in battle. A panic per^ 
vaded the army. Men, who feared for 
themselves, swallowed ^11 that was said 
with easy credulity . Paetus felt the pressure 
of his misfortunes. He seemed to resign 
the command, unable to stmggle withJad;^ 
ver^ity. He sent agairi t6 Corbiiloi witli 
earnest prayers entreating him to save the 
Roman eagles, with the standards ' of an 
unfortunate army, and the army itself, front 
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impending min. In the mean time, he and book 
Im men M^uld hold out to the last, deter- v^-v^ 
mincKl to live or die in the service of their ^'^i^* 
eountry. ^^: 

XII. .CoBBULO, as usual, fimi and coI« 
lected i^ the moment of danger, prepared 
for the expedition. Having left a sufficient 
foroe to guard his posts on the banks 
of the Euphrates, he moved forward to- 
wards Armenia, taking the shortest route 
through CommageiKi, and next through 
Cappadocia^ both fertile countries, and 
capable of furnishing. suppUes for his ^ 
^urmy. Besides the usual train iattending 
Qn a march, he took with him a number of 
camels, loaded with grain, to answer the 
doubly purpose of preventing the want of 
provisions, and of striking the enemy with 
the terror of an unusual appearance. Pac- 
tius, a centurion of principal rank Cajy was 
th^ first from the vanquished army that 
encountered Corbulo on his march. The 
j^ommon men came up soon after, all ear 
4)Bavouring by various excuses to palUate 
aheiT disgrace. The general ordered them 
4ft jpiflb their colours, and try to gain their 
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msc fKudoii howt Paatm. The immful dispone 
v.^^ tiDilt of thttt officer migkt i»clitte him 4b 
^gw.^ fiwgive ; but^ for himself, he favourekl^ none 
^^ but such as conquered by their ya\(Hjat. M» 
then addressed his own legions, visiting 
the tttiks, akd iaspdmig dl mtk ^eal and 
ifdoar. He called to miKid their fmist eic«» 
|)loits, and opened to their view a lo^w field 
ef ^glory; '^ It is not,'' he said, ^^ the toims 
^^ iinid villages of Annenxa that notr de^ 
^ nmnd dear swords: a Roman ^eamp ki^ 
^ Toked our aid, and two kgtonslooktb uA 
** for relief. Theiir delivery from the 3«tr* 
** baiktas will be the rewawl of victory . If 
♦* to a private soldier the civic crown {bj^ 
•* ddll^rered by the hand of his gener^rf, ii 
^ the bri^test recompense for the life of a 
f^ Giiti«eD sdtved ; how much greater will be 
•* ithe glory tif tine present enterprise, i^ 
^ wliich' the number of the distressed ih 
** equal t6 thoise who bring relief^ and^ hf 
f * consequence, every soJdier in* this army 
^* may save his man T By this dltseottrse 
^ooe j^neral spirit was diffused through th« 
Tbnks^ The men had private motives to 
iaflatme tiieir cotirage ; tliey felt for theiir 
brothers; they wished to succour tbeir re> 
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lafcioia, and, without hailting Di^^ior denyi wax 

ttursAied theit maFoh 'tritili tflacfity and wv^ 
f.__ A.tJ.a 

vigour. 815. 

A. a 
m. 

XIII. M£ANWHiL£ Vologeses preu!^ 

ot die siege. He assaulted the intrench- 

knents ; he endeaT0iired to storm a castl^ 

where the weaker sesc, the aged and infim^ 

were lodged for security. In these seterai 

attacks, he came to a closer engagement 

than usually consists with tibe militak^ . 

genius of his country. By a show of te- 

metity her hoped to bring on a decisive 

action. The Romans remained close in 

l^eir tents, content with a safe post within 

4beir intrenchknents ; son^ in deference to 

tlie orders of their general ; otiiers, throu^ 

want of spiiits tamdy waiting to be relieved 

by Gorbuio. If, in the mean time, the 

ittiemy ovefrpowered them, they called to 

itiind, by Way of consolation, the ei^mple 

of two Roman armies that passed under 

the yoke ? one ait Caudium faj^ and the 

other at Numantia. By those two eventis 

submission, in their present distress, would 

be fully justified, since neither the l^m- 

jiites, nor the Carthaginians, those famous 
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py^ {KwpjMuteA with tj)p exte«9ivq.po,wer of tho 
%Yi* Parthian empire : and moreover, the boaated 
^^ virtue of the ancient Romans, however 
H^Gomted by the/praises ,of posterity, was 
always. pliftbt in jjiisfortune, and willing .to 
j»ake tigrms witjj; the conqueror* J^y thif 
^i^SMflikQ, spirit of his army Paetus wm 
d^ypn to despair, . He wrote to Vologwefc 
Sifcs letter ^as more in the style of reproach 
th^n the^g^g^ of a suppliant. '^ Hos^ 
.**,jtiUties/' Jhe: said, V were commenced by 
V the Pajrthians to \vrest the kingdom of 
^\ Armenia from tlie Romans ; a kingdom 
Always in the power of the emperor, or 
governed by kings invested by him wit|i 
the regaJ diadem. Peace, is equally tJje 
interest of both nations. J^rom the present 
"juncture no conclusion can be drawn, 
.^ since the whole weight of Parthia is emi- 
'" ployed against tw9 legions, and Rome 
•" has it still in her power to arm in her 
."cause the remaining nations of the 
«,worJd/V . 

. XIV. VoLbGESEs, without entering into 
,$hc question of right, returned for answer. 
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^* that he must wait for his two brothert^ -Boot 
** Pacorus and Tiridates: when- the j at'- \^«c— y^ 
** rived, a convention might be held, and %^'. ' 
^* ttierfe the rights of Ai'mfenia would-be '^^' 
"adjusted. The gods would then decide 
•^^ the fate of the Roman legions/' P^^tas 
/sent another embassy, requesting an inter- 
view. The king sent Vasaces, his general 
of the ^cavalry,' to act in thte royal name. 
At that mating Paeftiis cited a nuthber of 
ancieftt precedents. He talked of Lucu^ 
kis, Poiiipey, and the Emperors of <Rome, 
who had dealt out the sceptite of Ai^nienia*. 
'Vasaces coolly aniswered, that Sbaie shadow 
of right must be allowed tO' have been ' 
Claimed by the Romans ; but the substan- 
tial power was always vested in the Par- 
thian kings.' After much debate it wafe 
'agreed, that on the next day, Mohobaziis, 
'the Adiabeiiian, should* attfend'as a wittiest 
to the coittpact In his prfeserice -it waS 
agreed that, the siege being raised, the Rd^ 
man legions should forthwith evacuate Ar- 
menia; that the strong-holds, with their 
stores and magazines, should be delivered 
up to the Parthiaris : and, these conditionts 
duly, performed, yologeses was td he at 



Digitized 



by Google 



^ THIS ANNALS 

g9j«r liberty, by kiy Embassadors, to liegotlftte 
ivw with Nerp* , 

^ XV. These prfeliminaxies b^g 9Cttle4, 
iP^US pr<tered a bridge to be. built over 
the ArsapiasCaJ, a river that flowed by the 
ride of his camp. For this work his pre- 
text was, that it would be convenient to 
his army when thg oiarch began : but the 
£ict was, tbe Jparthians, knowing the utility 
of a bridge, had m^de it an article of the 
treaty, intending, at the same time, that it 
diould remain a monument of their victory* 
The RoiQaa trdops, instead of/ using the 
bridge, filed off another way* A report Cb) 
.was spread a]t»V)ad, that the legiow» had 
passed under the yoke, and, in additioti to 
tiiat disgrace, suffered all the humiliating 
circumstances, which usually attend the 
overthrow of an army. The Armenians 
gave some colour to the report* Before 
the Romans marched out, they entered the 
lotrenchments, and formed a line on each 
jsid|q, in i^der to fix (m th^ slaves and beasts 
ypf biiprtjben that formerly belonged to them- 
Ii0|vt$&. Not <yoii4?jit with sdzing what 
they called tlieir own property, they laid 
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rklknt hands on the apparel of the soldienii 900m 
who yielded, with fear and tremblihg, t» s^rw 
avoid a new cause of quarreL ^m!^ 

A. a. 

Vdlogeses, as a moniiment of his victory^ 
raiaed' a pile of dead, bodies, and arms 
tetkenifrom the enemy ; but declined to bo 
H ^ spectator of the legions in their flight* 
He ^^tindulged his pride, and iheni sou^t 
the lame of moderation. He waded aqioss 
the Arfflnias, mounted on an depbanti 
while his train and his noar relations fol^ 
lowed him on horseback. The reason was# 
a report prevaHed, that, by the fraudulent 
contrivance of the builders, the wholt 
labric of the bridge would give way at 
once; but by those, who made the exper 
riment, it was found to be a firm and solid 
structure. 

XVI. The besieged, it is now; cjeai^ 
were provided with grain in such abund- 
acuce, that, on their departure, they burned 
their jnagazines; and, on the other hao^* 
by the account given by Cocbulo^ it ap- 
peitrs, that the Parthians, haviiig oouBum^ > 
thoir whole stock of pjrovisionSy were on tine 
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book: point of raising the siege, at the very time 
wv^ wheii he was within three days' march of 
^'815.^' the place. Upon the same authority it 

^^' may be averred as a fact, that Psetus, under 
the sanction of a solemn oath, sworn Under 
the eagles, and in the presence of mU 
tiesses sent by Vologeses, took upon himitd 
engage, that no Roman should set his foot 
within the territories of Armenia, till Nero's 
pleasure touching the terms of the treaty 
should arrive froni Rome. These asseri^ 
ttons, it may be said, were suggested by 
malignity, to aggravate the infanay of ari 
unwarlike. officer;, but it is now knownj 
V beyond the possibility of ':a doubt, that 
Partus made a forced' march of no. less tiiiaii 
forty miles in one day ; leaving behind him 
the sick and wounded, and flyidg with as 
much disorder and confusion as iff he had 
been routed in the field of battle. Corbulo 
met the fugitives ofi the banks of liie Eu* 
phrates. He received them without pa* 
rade, and without that display of military 
pomp which might seem a triumph over 
the fate of the vanquished. His:/ktteh 
beheld with regret the disgritde :!6( their 
-fdlow-soldiers, and4«ars gushed from cswiy 
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tioii were suppressed by the general cbqdcd^ ^^^-v^ 
endej .The pride:of courage and the semid ^sis-^ 
df.^ry, whidi, ifa the day of prosperatyj ^q^ 
me nfttural passions, were how converted 
iii^ grief and. sympathy. The iower 'the 
d^ditidn of: tl^ soldier^ the' more sincefe 
his isorrow. . In that class c^ men, thehonest 
eimrtidiis of the h^rt appeaced withont 

" : XVII. iTHsIoonfer^ce: between, the Iwd 
bommaiinlei^'iwits ^hort, and/iwitbont cftMf 
laony. Cokibvk»(/cdQiplaine4'Hhat all^l; 
labdnrs were rendered abortikrev. wih^itfafc 
tb^ mar might have been tertoihated by: tW 
total overthrow .of the Partliians. Pfibtus' 
observed in reply, that all things were stili 
in the same condition. . He iproposed to 
turn the eagles against the enemy, aiui, 
sinoei:Vologeses had withdrawn his forcfesi, 
hy:t\i&T joint force Armenia would rite 
ieji^iiy. reduced. Corbulo rejected tlie.offfit. 
He had no such orders from the empewlii 
It was the danger, in which the legions 
-were.involved, that drew hini c^t 6flhis 
^Ki^inoe, and, since it was unoertain w^ierb 
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s^^^ tempt, he was determined to return into 
^sYft.^* Syria Mdth Ws anny ; and if hij infajstry, 
^^* haiassed out with fatiguing marches, coukl 
keep pace with the Parthian cavalry, who 
with their usual velocity could traverse tlie 
^i^»eQ plains^ he should hold himself indebt^ 
ed to.his own good fortune for so signal an* 
erent. Pse^^us fixed his winters-quarters in 
Cappadocia* Vologeses sent dispatches tb 
Corbulo, requiring, that the strong-holds 
and fortresses oa ti^ banks, of . the £u- 
pfarates should be rased to ifaegrouiid, and 
the rivor left, as heretofoo^ the commoa 
boundary of the two eatpires. Covbulo 
had no objection, provided both parti^ 
withdrew their garrisons, und left Arni«fi]a 
ft free and independent country. The Par* 
thian monarch, after sdme h^itation, ao* 
jeeded to the terms. The castles • eree<^ 
:Cd, by Corbulo's order, on the banfcs»« of 
the Euphrates, were all demoUsbed^ atfif 
.tiie Armenians were led to their niettumi 
iibcrty. 

■■■ XVIIi. MsAK WHILE tropiibs of^ ria- 
ixxcy vf&K exed^ at Rome, and triiutiplii^ 
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aiches on the inouot of the capUoltr >r4>ifi jfooit 
was ordered by thq senate^ while > the \^r v-^w 
was still depending ; nor was the work dis*- ^gVi*^' 
continued^ when thfe event was known; The ^^ 
public. cy^evtiras. amused at the erpence pf 
truth. fSb add to the imposition, and to 
appear itee from all solicitude about fo^ 
reign afiairs, Nero ordered all the daniaiged 
grain, that lay in the public stores, to be 
thrown into the Tiber. By this act of 
ostentation an idea of great abundance was 
to be ifnpressed on the minds of the people^ 
Nor did he, suffer the price of corn to be 
Iwsed, though near two hundred vessels, 
loaded with grain, were lost in the harbour 
by the violence of a storm, and a hundred 
more, working their way up the Tiber, were 
destroyed by the accident of fire. At the 
same time Nero committed the care of the 
public imposts to three men of consular 
rank, ; namely, Lucius Piso, Ducennius 
Geminus, and Pompeius Paullinus. In 
making this arrangement he animadverted 
with severity on the conduct of former em* 
iperors, whose extravagance made heavy 
anticipations of the revenue ; whereas he 
himself by his frugahty, paid lannually into 

VOL. IV. D 



Digitized 



by Google 



i4 flSiiiiirAUi 

\.v^ lift milfiotift of sesterces. 

««. 

^iJt XlX, A tvitott, ki|fa}y unjust and 
prejudidftl to the rights of others, wa«, at 
fhi« time, in general vogoe. VHiea ^ 
time drew uear ifor the eleeticitt of tBAgi- 
dtoates, or the ailotmeut cf provmces, it wat 
Ute practice of men, who had no issue faj, 
to become fathers by adopticm. Having 
served their turn in a contest with teal 
parents for the praetorship, and the ad» 
ministration of provinces, they emaaci- 

. pated their pretended isons, and resunied 
their former »tate< Against this abast 
warm remonstrances were made t» the 
senate. The complainants urged the rights 
of nature, the care and expence of teating 
children, while the compensation by lair 
established (b) was wrested from them bj 
fhtud, by artifice^ and the facili^ of feigned 
adoptions. It was surely a sufiicieiM: ask 
vantage to such as had no ^hiidrea* Chat 
they could live free from all chifge and 
solicitude, without leaving Um read t» 

, fevour, to preferment, and honour. <fpi9i 
to them in common with men whe ai« nf 
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nrvKte to tbe amimuntty. Rcsft} pciifento book 
Me tai^ht bj the laws to expect the re^ wv^ 
waid due to useful members of the qom^ ^'auiL^ 
manity ; but tbe laws are eluded, itad the ^g^* 
Iffoinised reward is snfitched away, if suchg^ 
as have rabed no heirs to thei99^}v^t ^UM> 
allowed to becooie parents without pat^yv ' 
nal a&ction, and childless af^aia without^ ' 
regret The deception of a mom^t^ server 
to couaterbalance whole years of eorpecla^ 
tbo, and the true father sees all his ho^sv 
defeated. The senate passed a decree, by 
which it was provided, that in ail casos^ 
either of etectioa to the magistracy, or 
succession by testaxnenti np regard should 
be paid to adoptijons merely colourable, 

XX. Claudius TiMAEcaust a native 
of Crete, was cited to answer a prosecution 
commenced against him. Besides the al* 
legations usually laid to the charge ^ sack 
as lise in the provinees to overgrown^ 
wealth, and become the oppressors of th^ir 
inferior neighbours, an expression,^ thatfett^ 
from him, excited the indignation of th^ 
senate. This man, it seems, had Oiad9 it 
his-boMt, that addresses of puhlii^ thaokf^ 

D 2 ' 
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^ok: to ike pRyconsular governors of Crete* 
depeticied iefttirely on his weight and faiK 
fluence. Paetus Thrasca seized this.op^ 
portunity to convert the incident to the 
public good. He gav€ his opinion that 
the offender ought to be banished from the. 
hie of Crete, and proceeded as follows; 
^' Expetifence has taught us, ccfnscript fa- 
'* thers, that the wisest laws and the best 
"examples of virtue owe their origin to the 
" actual oomniis^oTi of crimes and mi^- 
*^ m^anoursi' Men of integrity make 4t 
•V their study, on such occasions, to deduce 
*^ good from evil To the corrupt jwac- 
*• tices of public orators we are indebted^ 
" for the Gincian law faj ^Rnd for the Julian: 
** to the intrigues and open bribery of the 
^candidates for public honours. The Cal* 
^- pittnian regulations TAJ were produced by 
"the avarice and rapacity of the magi*- 
** Strates. Guilt must precede the pmlish* 
^' inenU and reformation grows out of 
"abuse. We have now before us the 
^ pride and insolence of petty tyrants in 
^ the provinces. To check the mischief, 
*• let us come to a resolution, consistent 
^ with good &ith, and worthy of the Rp^. 
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*• man name. Protection is due to otfr book 

XV 

^* allies; but let us remember^ that, tb .wvrw 
^* adorn our names, we are not to dejpend oti su* 
'** the v6ice of foreign nations. Our fellow- '^^/ 
'^ citizens are the best judges of our jcon- 
.^duct - 



XXL " The old republic was not con- 

^* tent with sending preetors and consuls tb 

'*^ administer the provinces. Mei> who su- 

^* stained no public character were often 

*^ commissioned to visit the remotest colci- 

-" nies, in order to report the condition bf 

'^* each, and the temper with which /thte 

** people submitted ;to the authority of 

*^ government. By the judgement of indi- 

-" viduals, whole nations were kept in awe, 

•* What is our practice how "i We pay court 

" to the colonies ; we flatter the provinces, 

-^ and, by the influence of some powerful 

^* leader, we receive public thanks for oiir 

** administration. In like manner, accusa- 

■" tions are framed at the will and pleasure 

^* of some overgrown provincial. Let the 

** right of complaining still remain ; and, by 

" exercising that right, let the provinces 

^* shew theirimportance; but let them not, 
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BOOK ^ bj false encamittms. Impose upon our 
'■^-v^ " judgement TT he praise, that springs from 
'dis. ' ^^ cabal and faction^ is more perniciotis 
^i?* " than even malice or cruelty. Let both 
^ be suppressed. More mischief is done 
" by the governor who wishes to oblige, 
" than by him who shews himself not afraid 
** of offending. It is the misfortune of 
** certain virtues to provoke ill will. In 
•• that class may be reckoned inflexibie 
^* severity; and the firmness that never yields 
•• to intrigue, or the arts of desigiiing men. 
" Hence it happens^ that every n^w go- 
** vemor opens a prMnising scene, but the 
' ^^ last act seldom corresponds with the 
** outset. In the end we see an humble 
>^ candidate for the suffrages of the pro- 
'^ vince. Remove4he evil, and government, 
** in every quarter, will be more upright, 
^ more just, more uniform. By prosec«^ 
^ tions, avarice and rapine have received a 
^ check. Abolish thd custom of giving 
^ public thanks, and you suppress the pitN 
^ ful ambition which, for vain applause, 
can stoop to mean compliances.'' 



u 



XXII. Te)I6 speedi was received milk 
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1^ iini(iURaon$ a««ent <>f tl)« fi^tbeni. Tbf m^ 
pfiopoaitiqii, i]iotwitJbstaBdiiifi» q(>x4(l not Ifi^ J^ 
f<ni»ed iDto s^ dacrecw the coc^ulf mffwing '*'8^^' 
make tlneir report^ The piwce iot«so ^' 
posed in. the busiaess^ «nd^ witb hU aujt)KV 
]»t^, a lair auras passed, forbiddmg sdj peiv 
fon wtjeaitever to znc^ve in a pjroTJj^ci^ j»r 
fewfailjr fu/ £Qr «. vote of thaiiks tp tJbf piscw 
«GO««l ior pnp^Qr,, or to send a d^putatipo 
jto Rom^ Iwr tb»t purpose. Dunx^ tb9 
ffUDJ^ coQ«u)i|)tp, the ^iniuisium, or pl»c9 
of fitbjletic ei(^T£i»pif -was struck witb Ijg^ 
jHiiig,9i)d burnt to the ground. Th/e status 
«if Nf^o wM found in tbte ruins, |n«lted 
do vn to a «|iaipeles8 ma;ss. TJbu^ cel^brati»| 
oty «^ Bqiiwpeii /^^ in Campania W9» ov&w 
Jj^iowa bj an earthquake^ and well vi^ 
deooolisfa^d. Lielia, tbe vestal virgin, do* 
ported ttuA life; and Cornelia, df^cended 
ianm the dunily of the CoiE^i, succteded to 
Abe <va<:ant olice. 

XXJII. Duftijro the consukbijp of a.u.c. 
Mem^vam Rc^uluss and Vcr^^nius Rufus^ /d. 
P'Pj^wa "vrao delivered of a daughter. Tbe ^' 
40Hiltal»(Ni of Nero was beyond all mortal 
joy. He called the new-bom infant Au> 
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BOOK gu§ta,* and gave the same title' t^jf^hferino^ 
]UvV *cr. The cHikl was brought itW^tHfe world 
«!(?. * at' Atitium, where Nero himsfelf Mks born* 
^D. Yhe Seriate, before the birth, had* offered 
VOWs'^o the gods for the safe delivery of 
Fopp^a. • They fulfilled their obligations^ 
and vdtfed additional honours. Days of 
supplication were appointed : a temple was 
voted to the goddess of fecutidity j 'athletic 
sports were instituted on thfe model of the 
religious games practisied at Ah tium; golden 
statueis of the two goddesses of fortune fa) 
were to be erected on the throne of Ju-» 
pliter Capitolinus; and in honour of the 
Claudian and Domitian families Yft>^, Cir* 
censlan games were to be celebrated . at 
Antiiim, in imitation of the public sp^cta*^ 
cles exhibited at Bovillae to commemorate 
the Julian race. But these honours were 
of short duration: the infant. died in less 
than four months, and the monuments of 
human vanity faded away. But new 
' niodes of flattery were soon displayed : the 
child was canonized for a goddess; a 
temple was decreed to her^ with an altar^ 
'^ bed of state, a priest, and religious cete- 
monies. 
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NeTo's grief, like his jdy at the birth^ was took 
without bounds or measure. At the time v--^-^ 
when the senate went in crowds to Antium, ^'gYe.^' 
to congratulate the prince on the delivery ^^' 
of Poppeea, a circumstance occurred worthy 
of notice. Paetus Tbrasca was ordered by 
Nero not to appear upon that occasion. 
The affront was deemed a prelude to the 
ruin of that eminent citizen. He received 
the mandate with his usual firmness, calm 
and undismayed. A report prevailed soon 
after, that Nero, in conversation with Se- 
neca, made it his boast, that he was recon- 
ciled to Thrasca, and in return the philoso^ 
pher wished ' him joy. In consequence of ^ 
this incident the glory of those excellent 
men rose to the highest pitch ; but their 
danger kept pace with their glory. 

XXIV. In the beginning of the spritig 
ambassadors from Vologeses arrived a-t 
Home, with letters from the king, their 
inaster, in sub|st9.nce declaring, " that he 
'" would not revive the question of right, 
^*so often urged and fully discussed, since 
" the gods, the sovereign arbiters of nations, 
** had delivered Armenia into the hands of 
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BOOK ^ the PatUuiEiQs^ iiot irkbout 4isgmMr to 
'^ the Romftn name. Tigtnaites baii be^ 



%?&? " bemmed in by a cla$e blockade; P«tu« 
^' " and his legions were enveloped in the 
^' like distf^fsks^ and, in the inoment when 
• ** destriiction hung: over them^ the whole 
" army was suffered to decamp. The P»|w 
^^ tibians displayed at once their mperior 
*^ valour tMid their moderation. But eve© 
" in the pi^eaent juncture Tiridates had 06 
^' objection to a long journey to Rotne> in 
*' order to be there invested with the soirer 
*• peignty; but, being of the order of the 
** Magi, the duties of the sacerdotal fiino* 
V tion Ta^ required his personal attendaaoe^ 
^^ He was willing, howevefy to pfooeed to 
'^ the Roman camp, and U^tere receive Him 
^ regal diadem under the eagles, afid Hm 
** image of the emperor, in the presence 
^ of <iie legions-" 

XXV* The style of <Jiis letter difi^ed 
essentially from the account transmitted 
by Partus, who represented the oSairs of 
the east in a ^urisbing ^tuation. To 
ascertun the truths a centurion^ who bad 
Itra^^elled with the ambassadors, was inter- 
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«Cigftted C9|icerBiag the state (^ Am^mih. book 
The Rdiaan^rharepliddtbave evacuated the s^X^ 
«oiifitrj. ' Niero felt tiie insukiog vmche^ry ^ JJg.^* 
^hdqgiWbedita/jieW.vh the. Barbae, ^g^- 
daD9 ikiNd 9eiBed by fbroe. He sufnR;ioned 
'ft caimetl 4^ the leadwg men at Roi»!e> to 
-determine, by their advice^ which wns m^ 
eiigiblei a di6ictilt and kjbQrioii& war^ or an 
<gnoinii»ioiis peaqe. All declared for war. 
The condtiet of it wag poramitted to Cor- 
Imlo^ who» by the experience of so many 
years, knew both the temper of the Roman 
army, aad the geniuB of the enemy. The 
mificonducit of Partus had brought disgrace 
on the Roman name; and to haeard the 
same ca,]amitie$ from the incapacity pf ao^ . 
c^faer officer^ was not advisaUe. 

.The Parthian deputies received their 
ans^wer, biit were dismissed wath^ hatndsomt^ 
presents, leaving them room to infer jfrom 
the mild behaviour of the emperor, that 
Tiridates, if he made the request in person, 
knight succeed to the extent of his wisbeau 
3%e civil ladmmistratiott of Syria was com- 
utttted to Gestius^ but the whole nnilitary 
aijrthority wa(S 4Sfe6fiigQed to Corbub. The 
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•BOOK fift^crit^ legi6rt, th^h in l^nnottia tir^dfir tte 
v-.y^ commitnd of MatiWC^lsus, was ordered to 
^816.^' join the army. Dflrections wefe aho given 
^^' tothekingsand tetraTch^oftheaiist, asako 
to the governors ^d^ittiperisi,l procurators 
of the several p^ovittices iti thibse' parts, ,to 
submit in every thing to the'comfliander 
ir^ chief. Corbulo was now invested with 
powers little short tof what the Roman people 
committed to Poiti pey (a) i n the war agaif nst 
the pirates. Paettus, in the mean time, re- 
turned to Rome, not without apprehensions 
of being called to a severe account. Nero ' 
appeased his feats, content with a few 
sallies of mirth and ridicule* His words 
Were, " I make haste to pardon you, lest a 
" state of suspense should injure a marf of 
your sensibiUty. Since you are so apt 
to take' fright, delay on my part might 
" hurt your nerves, and bring oh a fit of 
"illness/' 

XXVI. Corbulo expected no advan<- 
tage to the service from the fourth and 
twelfth legions, the bravest of their men 
being all cut off, arid the survii^ors still re- 
maining covered with const^natioru He 
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xRBQired, them iajto. Stvria; aom], i^ ex-<> 9ocni 

XV' 

cbnEige, jreinfocced. himself wilfti the 9ixtb v..-w 
togiao^ aad th«^ third j; both in full yigqur^ ^s\6^ 
inured to hardship, aod no.less distinguish^ ^^ 
edr; by their^ i^ccea^ than by their valpuY. 
To these he added the. fifth legion, which 
happened to be quartered in Pontus, and, 
by consequence, had not suffered in the 
late defeat. The fifteenth legion had lately 
joined the army, as also a body of select 
troops from lUyricum and ^gypt, with 
the cavalry, the cohorts, and auxiliiaries 
sent by the confederate kings. The whole 
force assembled at Melitene (a)y where 
Corbulo proposed to cross the Euphrates. 
HiU first care was to purify his army by a 
solemn lustration fbj. Those rites perform- 
ed, he called his men to a lueeting, and in 
a spirited . harangue painted forth the au- 
spicious government of the reigning prince^ 
he mentioned his own exploits, and im- 
puted to the imbecility of Paetus all the 
disasters that happened. The whole of his 
discourse was delivered in a style of au- 
thority, the true eloquence of a soldier. 

XXVII. He began his march without 
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BOOK dek^,aBd«hdset}iei<iailf(i^ 

toJiis men to opaa the puses, aad reucnrii 
the obstractbns, with which time audi long 
dbuse had ehoaked up part cl' the i^ajf*. 
He heard that ambassadors from Tiridates 
apd Vologeses were advancing with orraiw 
tures of peace, and having no incUnation 
to treat them with disdain, he sent ftn'ward 
some chosen centurions, with instructions 
neither harsh nor arrogant, in substance 
stating, *^ that the misunderstanding be^ 
^ tween the two nations might still b6 com* 
•* promised, without proceeding to the de- 
** dsion of the sword. Both armies had 
^ fought with alternate vicissitudes of for* 
" tune, in some instances favmirable to the 
^ Romans, in others to the Parthians ; and 
** from those events both sides might derive 
^* a lesson against the pride and insolence 
^ of victory. It was the interest of Tiri^ 
•* dates to receive, at the hands of the Ro* 
f^ man emperor, a kingdom in a flourishing 
** state, before hostile armies laid a scene 
" of desolation; and Vologeses would con* 
" suit his own advantage, as well as that of 
^^ his people, by preferring the fnendsfaip 
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^ «f B«aw to wild tttbitiMi and £be haroe book 
'>* of a detitmcti9« wmr. Th^ ioternal dis^ J^ 
'' seosbu that disbriK^ the kingdom of.Wa.^ 
'^ Baurlhki aie too imll known* It is alsoi ^^ 
^ koown that Vokigews kas for his sul^ts 
^f fierce and huhaxom nationsy whom no 
^ law can cheeky no government can cofOK 
^* tfool. Nero, on the contrary, sees a 
^settled calm ^onghout the Romaa 
^ worM, and, except the rupture with. 
^ Parthia, has no other war upon htsf 
^ hands.^ Such was Ck>rbulo's answer^ "To 
gire it we^t, he added the terrors of the 
swwd* Die grandees of Armenia, who had 
been the first to revolt, were driven out 
of their possessions, and their casttes were 
leveHed to the ground* Betn^en the weak, 
who made no resistance, and the braVe and 
resolute, no distinction was made* All 
were involved in one common danger; no 
place was safe; hills and mountains no 
less than the open plain were filled with 
consternation. 

XXVIIL Thb name of Cofbulo was not^ 
Mis usual among adverse nations, hated 
by the enem j. He was, on the contraiy. 
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BOOK htid ih hi^ estemn, lUid, by CAnafqueilOe, 
v.^v^ his adviee had great weiffht witb Ifhe Bdr- 
%i6. ' barians, Vologeses did not wish for a gene- 
;^f * Fal war. He desired a truce in ftivour of 
mme partictdar provinces. Tiridated pro* 
pc^ed an interview with the Roman gene- 
ral. An early day was appointed. The 
place for the congress was chosen by the 
prince on the very spot where Paetus and . 
his legions were invested. The scene of 
their late victory flattered the pride of 
the Barbarians. Corhulo did not decline 
' the meeting. The face of things he knew 
was changed^ and the reverse of fortune 
was glorious to himself. The disgrace of 
Paetus gave him no anxiety. Having I'e- 
solved to pay the last funeral rites to the 
slaughtered soldiers, whose bodies lay 
weltering on the field, he chose, for that 
purpose, the son of the vanquished gene- ' 
ral, then a military tribune, and ordered 
him to march at the head of the companies 
appointed to perform that melancholy 
duty. Ou^ the day fixed for the conven- 
tion faj^ Tiberius Alexander, a Roman 
kilight, who had been sent by Nero to 
supenntend the operations of the campaign, 
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and wifh him Vivianus Aanius, son-in-^ book: 

XV. 

biw to Corbulo, but not yet of senatorian 



age (h)^ though, in the absence of his suv sie. * 
perior. officer, he was appointed to^ coni- %. ' 
mand the: fifth legion, arrived in the camp 
of Tiridates, in the character of hostages, 
chosen, not -only to remove from the 'mind 
of the prince all suspicion, but at the! same 
time to do him honour. . The Parthian and 
theBoman genefal proceeded to the inter- 
view, each iattended by twenty horsemen': , / / 
As S€KM^ as they drew near, Tiridates leaped- 
from his horse, Corbulo returned the com- 
plkneat. They advanced on foot, and took 
each dUier by the hand. . ' 

XXIX. The Roman general addressed 
thfe prince. He praised the judgement of a 
young man, who had th« moderation to 
prefer pacific measures to the calamities of 
war. Tiridates expatiated on thje splen- 
dour dP his illustrious line, and then taking 
a milder tone, agreed to set out on a journey 
to Rome. In ia juncture when the afiairs 
of Parthia were in a flourishing state, a 
prince^ .^escended from the Arsacides, 
humbling himself before the emperor, 

VOL. IV. £ 
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topt would present to the Roman people a new 

>Wv^ scene of glory. It was then settled as * 

^«^.^' ^lumnarj article, that Tiridates should 

*e^^ kjr down tiie regal diadem at the foot of 

Nero's statue, and never again resume it^ 

till dtiivered to him bjr the Imnd of the 

emperor. Ilbe parties emlmiced each othery 

and the convention ended. 

In a few days afterwards the two armies 
Wane drawn out with great military p(Hnp< 
Ob one nde atood the Parthian oaTaJry, 
ra^ed in battalions, with all the pride c^ 
cistern magnHioenee. ^Hie Boman legionfl 
appeared on the <^poi^t^ ground; th« 
eagles glittering to the eye, the banners 
displayed, and the images of the gods, in 
legttlar order, forming a kind of temple* 
In the centre stood a tribunal, and upon it 
a euruk chair supporting the statue of 
Vetd. Tiridates approached. Haying im^ 
molated victims with the usual rites, iie 
took the diadem from ^is brow, and laid it 
at the foot of the statue. The spectator 
gazed with earnest ardour, and every bosO'ia 
heaved with mixed emotions, li^he place 
wiiere the legions were besieg^ and forced 
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ta capittlatei was faefose tbe ^e, .wad^ha Book 
same tpat. exhibited a. reverse of fortuRCw w<w 
Tbejr $aifwTiridate8,0u the pwafcirf^setting ^'^l^ 
cMit for Rome, :i s|)eataote to. ;tlke oatiooft ^Sg^ 
tbroug;b Mcbich be wlii to ptm, and itio dt" 
labityUilthe presence of Neix>» the humblo 
ccmditioin 9I a ftttppUaot prmoe s bow littUr 
fafetter thaa a oaptiTe!. 

XXX. To the glorj resulting from tiiese 
erents Corbulo ^ded the graceful qualities 
of affalnlity and condescen«ioB. H^ ii^ 
Tited Tindates to a banquet. The ^rin^ie 
vas siaruek with iko novelty of Bomati 
soannn^. Every <^(dGt awakcnpted hk 
cariosity. He de»red to know the Ndsori 
ofal) that he observed. When the vatob fd; - 
iras stationed, why waa it adkQoilnced by /a 
eenturifm? Why did the compiuiy, wheo ' 
the banquet closed, rise from tal^e at 
the; $ouiid/of the trumpet? And why wa^ 
th^ dm oa> Ihe au^ra) altar Ugbted.with ^ 
lorch ? Ihe Romaa gctt^vl answered. ftU 
cokquiriea^ not without partiality ibr, hM 
country. He a^iandixed every tiuD^ii aad 
g»ve the Parthian the noblest jd^ ciC thf 
Manners %iM.in9titii!ti(^ of .ths.atlct^ 
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BOOK Romans. On the following day Tiridates^ 
desired. reasonable time to prepare for so^ 



Vie. l<»g a-joumey,: and, before he undertook* 
^P' iti desired that he might beat liberty to> 
visit iiis mother and his broti^ers.^ His re-^ 
quest was gcanted. > The princelddiv^eJ 
ttp his* daughter, as' a hostage^ mnd dis-^ 
patched letters to NerojfiDterms of subi 
mission. 

. . '^ ^ ;•; " '. '.A: < 'j.* .7 '" ^'' 

XX5tTv Hfi niethistwobfOther»^Pa<ioru«> 
in Media, and Vdogeses at £cbaiana (dp 
The Parthian, king was not inattentive tor 
tiie intlBrest of TiridateSi : He ha^ already 
sent diiqiatches to Corbulp^ requesting thai 
\m brothetr should not be disgraced by any 
circumstance thai looked like a badge of 
slavery ; that he should not .be obliged to 
surrender his sword; that the honour. <^ 
embracing the go veraors (hj of the several 
provinces should not be deniedbto him^ 
that he should not undergo the humiliatkig 
affitMt of waiting at their gates^ior in theif 
atiitejidiambers; and thaiat Rome be should 
be treated with all the maiks of distinction 
usually paid to the consuls^ The truth is; 
t^« Parthian king^ train^ up in all tbk. 
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jpiide of deipotiiiDt kneiii^ but little of thi Boaic 
Romans. He wasr not inibnnedv . that it i^ s«^v^ 
tbe.cliaracteraiidipoHcy of that people tx^^^^i^' 
maiiitqiD^witfa 2eal» the substantial interests ^i^* 
pf die dnpire, without any regard . to . petty 
fcmnalities/ the mere shadow of domimon,^ 

i XXXIL Iir the course of .the year Nero ~ 
ipant^d' tliet tights, and pmileges. bf l^aMtiuoi 
to':th6 iraaritime nations (a.) < at the foot of 
the ^Ips. He likewise : assigned tk> the 
Roihaii kingbts distinct seail& in the circus» 
advancing/ theiln; before tha space i allotted^ 
to tl)fe {populace. > Ull thi&TegEilEtidn todk 
placJs, the 'knights wepe mixed indisan^ 
minately with the multitude, the Rosclanr 
\^sn'(h) extending to<no more than foucteen 
rows: of the theatre. « A spectacle of ^di* 
ators was exhibited Ujis yeac, in nothing 
inferior to the magnificence displayed, on 
former occasions; but anumberof sena* 
tbrsi and women of illustrious rank^ide^ 
soeilded into the arena f c^ and, by exhibit* 
ing their persons in the lists, brought dis<^ 
grace on themselves and their famiUes. 

XXXllL In the consulship of Caius 817. * 

A. D. 

64. 
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Booit iittcMihJi bikii ' Maniui^r tMi^aAi :(Ntnf^ 
wv-^ pQlsi^n ' for' dwatHcd ^noe hartke oat irbh 

AUG" 

'gt7. * a.<legpee of vftHemenee hot to i» redstecL 
^^^ He had Iddidrto petformed in ptivats 
onlj^ during the imports of the RtrnpofijotilSi^ 
called due jwenalia; bii,t» upon those 
occasions, he was confined to his own 
palace or his gardenB ; a sphere ino limited 
fm such bright amtiitioii, and id fine 41 
Voice* ile gloi^d with impatience to prm 
^ sent himself before the public ^e^ but 
bad not yet the courage to lOialBehifl fieH 
appearance a;t Rome. NapAes.ir!j» deemed 
a Ckteek cifcy, and, fot that reasbni a proper 
place to begm his career of glcn^i .Witb 
tile laurels ^hleh he ims. there to flk^qwrni 
he might paiss over into; Gf eece» wad aflef 
gaining, by vtetory ifi song, the ^rious 
crown which antiquity cOn»dered as a 
sacred prize, he might return to Roflw^ 
with his honours Uooming round him^ and 
by his celebrity inflame the curiosity of the 
populace. With this idea he pwrtmd his 
plan. The theatre at Naples was cFQ^ded 
with s{)«ctott)rs. Not <mly the lahabitaots 
of the city, but a prodigious multitude 
from all tho knuskipal towns mi ;eolqiiies 
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IP the qfi^hj^urbood, Aocked to§»d>er, Boot 



ii<5ry «»traordiDaiy. All who followed th« '^'ey;.*'* 
pnnee, to pay their pouit, or a» persoof ^f ' 
lieloii^og to bi» train, att^oded on the OC'- 
cnsion. The meniaJ s^vaotsi, and e^en tb« 
eoraraoii soldiera, were adn^^tfsd lo enps 
ike |)Jiea8ure» of tbti day, 

XXXiy. Th£ t^eaUe, of cojtme, wa« 
crowded. An accident happened) which 
in«Q in ^B«ral conndered a» an etril fm^n t 
mtk 1^ empepor it pawed fot a e&ts^ 
tig» of the favour and proteelson of tfa4 
gpda. As good as the audeeoee dispersed, 
tiiei tbea^ tnuebled to pieces. No other 
iMW^ief followed. Nero seised the op* 
poi^nity to oottpoae hy»ns of gratitode. 
He mmg tibem hiiaiself, celebniting widi 
Ibat^odiotts aons bis happy escape irom the 
jwH^ BeiBg now detenniaed to droeis thu 
Aidm^ft be stopped at iJ^neveaitiini. At 
|^t .^a«e Ya^xam entertaioed bim wi^ a 
fbf^.of gladialiorA. Of all the deteaitable 
llb»ra«ters that disg^ced t^ court of 
HietQ* ihii naahwas the most peamieioiis^ 
^ was bred up in a jabo4iiulber'» Btsdk 
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BOo4 Deformed in his person,, he possessed m 

v-^-^ vein of ribaldry and vulgar humour, which 

'917. ' qualified him fo suf^ceed as buffoon. la 

^64. * the character of a jester he recommended 

himself to notice, but soon forsook hi* 

scurr^itj for the trade of an informer ; and 

having hy the ruin of the worthiest citizens 

arrived at eminence in guilt, he rose to 

wealth and power, the most dangerous 

miscreant of that evil period ! • 

• XXXV. Nero was a constant spectator 
of the sports exhibited at Beneventum; 
but even amidst his diversions his h«at 
knew no pause from cruelty. He com* 
pelled Torquatus Silanus to put an end to 
his life, for no other reason, than because he 
united to thesplendour of the Junian family 
the honour of being great-grandson to 
Augustus faj. The prosecutors, suborned 
for the business, alleged against him, tbat^ 
having prodigally wasted bis fortune in 
gifts and largesses, he had lio resource left 
but war and civil commotion. With that 
design he retained about his person men 
of rank smd distinction, employed in various 
_ ^fRoe» I hud had his«ecr^ries, his treasureii^ 
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dignity, even then anticiptitibg tR^t his ww 
ambition mmed at. 1%»8 charge being \1J;,^ 
made in form, such of his fieedmen ^ were ^^ 
known to be in the confidmice of thdr 
master were seized, anct loaded with fetters. 
Silanus saw that his doom was impending^ 
and, to prevept the sentence of condemna^ 
tion, opened the veins of both his arms. 
Nero, according to his custom, expressed 
himself in terms of lenity. , " Hie guilt of 
"Silanus,^ he said, '** was manifest; and 
*^ though^ by an act of despair, he shewed 
^^ that his crimes admitted no defence, bis 
life would have been spared, had he 
thought proper to trust to the clemency 
of his judge/' 



M 
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XXXVI. In a short time after, Nero, for 
reasons not sufficiently explained, resolved 
to defer his expedition into Greece. He 
returned to Rome, cherishing in imagina- 
tion a new derfgn to visit the eastern na^ 
tions, and Egypt in parttcukir. Tbii^ pit)^ 
ject had' been fov some f ime >^1^ed in hU 
mind. , Ht announced itjby a prooluiisU 
tioh, in which he aslsuvod the people, that 
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mm Ub ^katbce .vteddi be' of fbfMrt-^umtknr, 
w«-yw iwdy.iii.lbe if^rviih; the peace and good 
^«m^ P^'^ <^ ^ cQOi&onweaiyi would be ia 
et, BO kind of du^n For the success of hii 
Tojage he welii to o0er up pmyers is the 
capttoK He proceeded thence to the 
temple of ' Ve^;a4. B^ng there «eieed with 
a sudden ticy»or in every )imt, arising' 
, either from a superstitious fear of the god« 
dess^or froiei a troubled conscience, which 
nevear ceased -to gbadi and persecute him, 
he rencHioced his enterprise altogether, 
art&Uj pretending that the love <;^ his 
eountrj, which he felt wann at bis heart, 
was dearer to hint than all other consider- 
ations. : ■* 1 have se«o," he ieaid, ** dne de* 
'* jected looks of the people ; I halve heard 
** ^e muimurs of complaint: the idea of 
** to ioog a v0fd^ afflicts the ciiaens i and, 
** indeed, Iww should it:hi&o<d»erwi8e, wbea 
** the shocbe^ cQD^uflsion I oould make wias 
** ^wu^t rSttve to dep^Fess their spvits? 
** Tbe fight «£jtlieir prinoe. has» at all timesb 
**.i>e«ii'theije,cooito; and their Jaiest Slip- 
** p<Nft. |».pQif«ite familka tihe pledges of 
" awlunil] atSeelioh fom seltoa 'the rdsolu«- 
** jioos^of « fatbefc«)aod«n)0<ild him t» iktm 



Digitized 



by Google 



^ poffQw; tbe pieople .«f Rows iMH»tht toos 
f* s«we ftsceodttDt over tfate mind of tb^ 



** aovereago. I fed tiiw iofluieiice; I yieW ^iS.* 
** to rtieir wishes/' With tliese and jmh ^g^ 
like expoBssioos he amused the oittltitude^ 
Thmr love of public spectacles made them 
fst^T lor his presence aadj above all, thejr 
dreaded, if he left the capital, a dearth <^ 
provisions. The senate and the lea^ng 
men looked on'vrith indifference, unable to 
decide which was most to be dreaded, hi$ 
INresenee in the city, or his tyranny at a 
distance. They agreed at length (as in 
akdrming cases fear is ^ways in haste to . 
otmclude), that what happened was the 
yf9&t evil that could be&Ji them. * . . 

. XXXVII. N'£jio wished it.tt^^ be be- 
lieved, th«t jjOuoeae was the piacft in whiek 
he most delighted. To diffuse this opini^HH 
he esibal^ished convivial meetiiigs in all t^ 
n/^vuu^ and public places {<«k^„ l^e whiM 
«jty iseemed t«i ,be Iris house:. Of the y^ 
&m leaustsi given upon this oQcasiont th^ 
jKhich w<a« pie^ared lor the pirince bjf T!\- 
gellimis, ««4Qeede4 in prelusion and \\i%m^ 
evecy thing «f the kind. I shall her^ |^Ke 
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tdOK ii'd€&cri)>titm of" this cele^ ttit^timri^ 
ment, that the rekder, from one ex^anfipie; 
inay forto his idda of the prodigality of the 
times, and that history may not be en- 
cumbered with a repetition of the same 
enormities* Tigellinus gave his banquet 
on the lake of Agrippa TW, on a platform 
of prodigious %ize(b)^ built for the reception 
of the guests, ' 

To move this magnificent edifice to and 
fro ort the water, he prepared a number of 
boats superbly decorated with gold and 
ivory. The rowers were a band of pathics^ 
Each had his station, according to his age^ 
or his skill in the sciisnce of debauchery. 
The country round ^as ransackec) for game 
and aniniak of the chase- - Fish' was 
brought from efvery sea, and even from 
the ocean; ' On the borders 'bf^ the* Jake 
brothels were erected, and filled witti wo^ 
liien of illustrious rank. On; the opposite 
bank was seen a. band t>f h&Yl6ts, who made 
lio' secret of their vices, or their pevsensi 
in wanton dance and lascivious attitudes 
thiey displayed their naked charms. When 
night came on, a sudden illumination irom 
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fte adjacent giwes and buildings Uaaed soon 
ever^liie lake. A concert of mmic^ .vocal wv^ 
and ihstnimentaly enliveqed the. ,soene,^^'^aY^j^ 
Kero rioted : in all . kinds of lascivious ^lea-. ^^ 
sure. Between, lawful and unlawful rgia^ 
tifications lie made no distinction. , Cor«* 
ruption seemed, to be at a stand, if, at th^^ 
lend of a few. days, he had not devised. i% 
new Abomination to fil^ the inieasu^ of 1^ 
drim^. I He personated a wboaian, and iof 
that character was given in marriage to.ojpe 
of his infamous herd, ai pathic named Vy^ 
thBjgomRfdJj The emperor of Rome, with 
the affi^cted airs of female delicacj,.put oid 
the nuptial veik ; The augurs assisted at 
the ceremony ; the portion of the bride was 
openly paid ^e^;.the genial bed was. di^ 
played to yiew^ niiptiaLtorches were light*^ 
ed up; the whole was public, not even ex-, 
ceptingtiie endearments w^ich, in a: natural 
marriage^^ decency reserves ,for the shades 
of night. . 

XXXVIII. A DRKADFUL calamity fol- 
lowed in' a ' short time after, by some .as* 
cribed to chance, and by oth^rfr (a) to the 
execrable wickedness of N^rb. The au* 
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sooK llionijr «f Ustotians is on both sidesy andf 
%i-v^ irfcaeh {irepoDCkiates it ii not tsmj to di&t 
^ 8?t.^ termine. It is^ howe^er^ ontain^ thati ol 
^04^ alt the disasters that evii befel tibie citj of 
Romtf fit>m die mge of fiBc^ tidslwas dn 
wor^t^ the moBt violeat^ and dertruotire; 
^She flame broke out in that part of the 
drcQs which adjoins, on oiie side, to mount 
Pa»1a(tine» and^ on the otiier^ to moimt Ca^ 
Masi It. caagfat a number of shops atorisd 
trifth' combustible goods, and^ gathering 
ibreei from the trinds, spread irith mpiidity 
from one end of the circus to the othett 
Neither the thick walls of houses, tior tUe 
inclostire of temples^ nor a^ny 6ther buildf- 
ing, xxmld check the rapid progress of the 
iatnes. A diKiadful conflagratiott foIlaw«i> 
ed» j'The level parts of the city were de^ 
stroyed. The fire oommtinicated to the 
hij^r buildings^ and^.i^ain laying hold of 
inferior places, spread with a.; degree of 
velocity that nothing could resist. Tbe 
form of the streets, long and narrow, with 
frequent windings, and no^regtilar opening, 
accoitling t6 the plan of amcieait B^oraefb}^ 
, contributed^ W increase the mischief. The 
shriek and^rlamentations of womeo^, tht 
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iiifiniiilies of ag^ and tiw irisilkneis of^ 'tiie 



young J^dtendefy add0d lottery to 'tbe wv^ 
dreadful dcehe. Some endeavoured to pro^ "^^H^ 
vide for tiiemselires, others to sa?e tbdt 'atS^ 
iSri^ids^ in one part dragging along the lame^ 
and impotent^ in another waiting to receive 
the tardy^ or expeeting relief themselves; 
they hurried^ they lingered^ they obstrtioted 
one another; they looked behind^ and tlM 
fire broke out in front; they escaped ftom 
the flames, and in their place of reftige 
foand no safety; the fire n^ged. in i^very^ 
quarter; all were involved in one general 
conflagration* 

The unhappy wretches fled to places 
remote, and thouglit themselves secure, but 
soon perceived the flames raging round 
them. Which way to torn, t what to avoid 
or what to seek, no one could telL They 
crowded the streets ; they IfieU prostrate on 
ifae ground ; they lay stretched in the fidki^, 
in consternation and disdiay resigned to 
the& fate. Numbers lost their whole sub^ 
stance, even the tools and implements by 
which they gained their livelihood, and, in 
tfaatdistren, did not wish to survive. Others, 



Digitized 



by Google 



D4 THEA^AU 

JBW irild: with affictkm; for their friends and 
X0>^ relatk»isjRrh(»n they could npt save, em* 
^'m^* braced a yoluntdry death, and pemhed in 
^6^* the flames. During the whole of this'dis-. 
flAal scene, no ix^n dared to atten^pit any 
thing that mightohefckjthe violence of the 
dreadful calamiity. ; A crew of incendiaiies 
stood near at hand denouncing vengeance 
on all who offeded to interfere^ Some wene 
AO abandoned a^ito heap fuel qntthe flaimes. 
They threw in r firebrands and flaming 
torches,: proclaiming aloud, that they had 
authority for what tliey did. Whether, in 
fact, they had received such horrible oiv 
ders, or, under that device, meant to plHn« 
der if^th greater licentiousness, cannot now 
be l^nown* 

XXXIX. ^DujtlNG the whole of this 
terrible conflagration, Nero remained at 
Antium, withont a th9u^t of returning to 
the city; till the fii« approached the build- 
ing by which -he had communicated tl^ 
gardens of Maecenas (a) with the imperial 
palace. All help, however, was too late. 
The palace, the contiguous edifices, and 
every house adjoining, were laid in ruins. 
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To relieve the unbappy people, imnderifig book 
in distress without a place of shelter, he wv-^ 
opened jbhe Field of Mars, as also the mag-* ^sY?.^* 
nifioent buildings . raised by Agrippa (b)^ ^^* 
and even his own imperial gardens (c). He 
ordered a number of sheds to be thrown 
up with all possible dispatch, for the use 
of the populace. Household utensils and 
all kinds of necessary implements were 
brought from Ostia, and other cities in the 
neighbourhood. The price of grain was 
reduced to three sesterces. For acts like 
these, munificent and well-timed, 'IJJero 
m\ght hope for a return of popular favour ; 
but his expectations were in vain ; no man 
was touched with gratitude. A report 
prevailed (d) that, while t^e city,. was in ^. 
bla2;e, Nero went to his own theatre, ^nd 
there, mounting the stagey sung the de- 
struction of Troy, as a happy allusion to 
the present misfortune. 

XI^* On the sixth day the fire was sub* 
dued at the foot of mount Esquiline. This 
was effected, by demolishing a number of . 
buildings, and thereby leaving a void space, 
where for want of materials the flame ex- 

VOL. IV. « F ' ^ 

' Digitized by.VjOOQlC 



50 T6E AHtiAlS 

BOOK pired. The mindi of men had scarce bo 
N-v^ gun to recover from thek consternation, 
^'siy.^' ^hcn tiie fire broke out a second time wltih 
*64?' no less ftiry thim beft>re. This happened, 
however^ in a siore open quarter, where 
fewer lives were lost; but the t^nf^ <* 
the gods, the porticoes and buildings raised 
ht the decoration of the city, wereletelled 
to the grounds The popular odium; was 
now more infiamed than ever, as this se- 
cond alarm began in the house of 'K^- 
linus, formerly the mansion of ^milius. 
A suspicion prevailed, that to build a new 
city, and ^ve it his own name, was the 
ambition of Nero. Of the fourteen quai^ 
ters, into which Rome was divided, four 
dnly were left entire, three were reduced 
to ashes, and the remaining seven pre- 
seated nothing better than a l^ap of shat- 
tered houses, half in rains. 

XLI. The number of houses, temples, 
and insulated mansions; destroyed by the 
fire cannot be ascertained. But the most 
venerable monuments of antiquity, which 
the worship of ages had rendered sacred, ' 
WM« Ipid jln ruins : amongst these wisn Ijie 
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tettiple dedicated to the moon by Servias book 
TuUius; the fane and the great altar con- ^^v-^ 
secrated by Evander, the Arcadian, to Her- ^e^.*'' 
Cules, his visitor and his guest (a) ; the ^q^* 
chapel of Ju*iteii Stator (h% built by 
^muhis ; the palace of Nutna, and the 
temple of Vesta (€% t«^ith the tutekr gods 
of Rome^ With these were consumed the 
trophies of so many victories, the inimitable 
irorks of the Grrecian artists, with the pre*^ 
cious monuments of literature and ancient 
genius, all at present remembered by men 
advanced in years, but irrecoverably lost. 
Not even the splendour, with which the 
new city rose out of the ruins of the old^ 
coiild compensate for that landiented di»^ 
lister. It did not escdpe observation, that 
the fire broke out on the fourteenth before 
the calends of July (d)^ a day remarkable 
for the conflagration kindled by the Se* 
nones, when those Barbarians took the city 
of Rome by storm, and burnt it to the 
ground . Men of reflection, who refined on 
every thmg with minute curiosity, calcu* 
lated the number of years, montihs, and 
days, from the foundation of Rome to th^ 
firing of it by the Gauls; and from that 
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BOOK calamity to the present they found the in* 

vJ-v^ terval of time precisely the same. 
*A. u. e. ■ 

817. ■ " ■ 

^54. XLII. Nero did not blush to convert to 
f his own i;se the public ruins of his country* 

He built a magnificent palace faj^ in which 
the objects th^t. excited admiration were 
neither gold nor precious stqnes, ThosQ 
decorations, long since introduced by luxt 
ufjjr-, were grown stale, and hackneyed to 
the eye. A different species. of magnifi** 
pence wis now consulted : expansive lajces 
and fields of vast extent were iritermri^ed 
with, pleasing variety ; woods and forests 
stretched to aii immeasurable length, pre- 
sentiDg: gloom and solitude amidst sceneft 
of open space, where the eye wandered 
with surprise over an unbounded prospect. 
This. prodigious plan was carried on' under 
the direction of two surveyors, whose names 
were Severus and Celer. Bold and origin* 
. al in their projects, these men' undertook 
to conquer nature, and to perform wonders 
even beyond the im^ination and the j?iches 
6f the prince. They premised to form a 
navigable canal from the lake Averijus fbj 
to the mouth of the Tibe;*. The experi^ 
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inent, like the genius of the men; was bold Booit 
and grand ; but it was to be carried ovot a 
long tract erf barren land, and, in some 
places, through opposing mountains- The 
country round was parched, and dry, with- 
out one humid spot, except the Pomptinian 
marsh (c)^ from which water could be ex* 
pected* A scheme so vast could not be 
accomplished -without ^mmoderaite labour, 
and, if practicable, the end was in no pro- 
portion to the expence and labour. But 
the prodigious and almost impossible had 
charms for the enterprising spirit of Nero* 
He began to hew a passage through the 
hiUs that surround the lake Avernus, and 
some traces of his deluded hopes are visible 
at this day. 

- XLIIL The ground, which, after niark?- 
ing out his own domain, Nero left to the 
public, was not laid out for the new city in 
a hurry and without judgement, as was the 
case after the irruption of the Gauls. A 
regular plan was formed; the streets were 
made wide and long ; the elevation (a) of 
the houses was defined, with an open area 
before the doors, and porticoes (b) to secure 
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BOOK and adorn the front The expeRqe of tfat 
porticoes Nero undertook to defray out of 



^'sV?.^ his own revenue. He promised, besides, 
^6^ 9^ soon as the work was finished, to clear 
the ground, and leave a clear space to every 
house, without any charge to the occupier* 
In order U> excite a spirit of industry and 
emulation, he held forth rewards propc^w 
tioned to the rank of each individual, pro* 
vided the buildings were finished in n 
limited time. The rubbish, by his order, 
was removed to the marshes of Ostia, and 
the. ships that brought corn up the river 
were to return loaded with the refuse of the 
workmen. Add to all this, the several 
houses, built on a new principle, were ta b« 
raised to a certain elevation, without h^m% 
or wood-work, on arches of stone from the 
quarries of Alba or Gabii (cji those mar 
terials being impervious, arid of a nature to 
resist the force of fire. The springs of wa-^ 
ter, which had been before that tiirie inters 
cepted by individuals for their separate use, 
were no longer suffered to be diverted 
from their channel but left to the care dt 
commissioners, that the public might \m 
pfQperly supplied, and, in ca*e of fire, have 
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a lewiTcwr at hand tot stq) th^ progress of book 
the mischief. J^ 

A. U. C. 

It was also settled, that the houses should ^6, 



64. 



BO Iwig^ be 4^ii1iguous, with sUght partjr 
walls to divide th«aa (4); but ev^ry housp 
was to stood detad^, surrounded and ior 
«ulated bj its own inclosure. These reg<^ 
JatioDs, it must b« admitted, were of public 
utility, and added much to the embellish 
ment of the new city. But still the old 
plan of Rome was not without its advo- 
cates. It was thought more conducive to 
the health (e) oi the inhabitants. The nar^ 
jowness of the streets and the elevation of 
the buildings served, to exclude the rays c^ 
liie sun; whereas the more open space, 
having neither shad^ nor shelter, left men 
exposed to the intense heat of the day. 

XLIV. These several regulations were, 
no doubt, the best that human wisdom 
could suggest. The neist eve was to pro- 
|tttiate the gods. The SibylliDe books 
w^re consulted, and the consequence was, 
ibat suppUcdtiGois were decreed to Yulcau^ 
to Ceres, and Prosierpine. A band icrf" roa- 
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BOOK trons offered their prayers and sacrifices to 
" Juno, first in the capitol, and next on the 
nearest margin of the sea, where they sup- 
plied themselves with water, to sprinkle the 
temple and the statue of the goddess. A 
select number of women, who had hus- 
bands actually living, laid the deities on 
their sacred beds (a)^ and kept midnight 
vigils with the usual solemnity. But 
neither these religious ceremonies, norths 
libelul donations of the prince, could ef- 
face from the minds of men the prevailing 
opinion, that Rome was set on fire by his 
own orders. The inikmy of that horribte 
transaction still adhered to him. In order, 
if possible^ to remove the imputation, he 
determined to transfer the guilt to others. 
For this purpose he punished, with exqui- 
site torture, a race of men detested for their 
evil practices (h)^ by vulgar appellation 
commonly called Christians. 

The name was derived from Christ, who, 
in the reign of Tiberius, suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, the procurator of Judesa. By 
that event the ^ect, of which he was the 
founder, received a blow, which^ for a time, 
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checked the growth of a dangerous super*, book 
tstition (c); but it revived soon after, and 
spread with recruited vigour, not only in 
Judaea, the soil that gave it birth, hut even 
in the city of Rome, the common sink into 
which every thing infamous and abominable 
flows like a torrent from all quarters of the 
world. Nero proceeded with his usual ar- 
tifice. He found a set of profligate and 
abandoned wretches, who w^re induced to 
confess themselves guilty, and, on the evi- 
dence of such men, a number of Christians 
were convicted, not, indeed, upon clear 
evidence of their having set the city on fire, 
but rather on account of their sullen hatred 
of the whoje human race ("dj. They were 
put to death with exquisite cruelty, and to 
their suflerings Nero added mockery and 
derision. Some were covered with the 
skins of wild beasts, and left to be devoured 
by dogs ; Qthers were nailed to the cross ; 
numbers were burnt aUve ; and many, co- 
vered over with inflammable matter, were 
lighted up, when the daj; declined, to serV^e 
as torches during the night (e). 

For the convenience of seeing this tragic 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74, ' tifB ANNAIS 

BOOK Spectacle, the empenyr lent; his aim gur* 

wv^ dens. He added the sports of the mew* 

^'sii!^' aoid assisted in persoti, wta^imct diivinga, 

^6^- curride, and occasionaUymuung with tlie 

rabble ia his coachman's dress. At Imgtk 

ihe cruelty of these prooeedings filled every 

breast with compassion. Itamaaity re^ 

lented in favour of the Christians. The 

manners of that people were, no doubt, of 

a ji^micious tendency, and thdr crimes 

called for the hand of justice: but it was 

evident, that they fell a sacrifice, not for 

the public good, but to glut the rage wad 

cruelty of ooc maxi only. 

XLV. M£A]7wiiii,e, to supply tbi^imv . 
bounded prodi^Uty of the piiuce, all It^y 
was ravaged; the provinces wiWe plunder- 
ed; arid the allies of Rome, with the sfiiviar^) 
places that enjoyed the title of Dnee citt^fi* _ 
w:ere put under conUibution. Th€s very 
gods were taxed. Their temples in the cily , 
were rifled of their treasures, and heaps of 
massy gold, which, through a series c^ ages, 
the virtue of the Eoman people, either re- 
turning thanks for victories, or performing 
their vows made in the hour of dis^^e^, )iad 
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dedicated to religious uses, were now pro* book 
duced to answer the demands of riot and '^--v-w 

AUG 

extravagance^ In Greece and Asia ra* 817. * 
pacitj was not content with seizing the %/ 
votive offerings that adorned the temples, 
but even the very statues of the gods were 
deemed lawful prey* To carry this im- 
pious robbery into execution, Acratus and 
Secundus Carinas were sent widi a special 
QommisKion: the former, one of Nero's 
freedmen, of a genius ready for^y black 
design : the latter, a man of literature, with 
the Greek jphilosophy fluent in hia mouA, . 
and not one virtue at his heart It was a 
report current at the time» that Seneca, 
wishing to throw from himself all responsi*^ 
bility for these impious acts, desir^ leave 
to retire to some part of Italy. Not being 
»ble to succeed in his request, he feigned A 
nervous disorder, and never stirred out of 
kis room. If credit be due to some writers, 
a dose of poison was prepared for him by 
Cleonicus^ one of his freiedmen, by the in- 
stigation of Nero. The philosopher how- 
ever, warned by the same servant, whose 
courage failed him, or, perhaps, shielded 
from danger by his own wary disposition. 
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BOOK escaped the snate. He lived at that very 

w^r^ time on the mqgt simple diet: wild apples, 

^sY?.^' that grew in the woods, were his food; and 

^64?' water from the rleat purling stream served 

to quench his thirst. 

XLVI. About the same time a body 
of gladiators, detained in custody at Prae- 
neste (^aj, made an attempt to recover their 
liberty. The military guard waji called 
out, and the tumult died away. The in- 
cident, notwithstanding, revived the me- 
- mory of Spartacus (h). The calamities, 
that followed the daring enterprise of that 
adventurer, became the general topic, and 
filled the minds of all with dreadful ap^ 
prehensions, i Such is the genius of the 
populace, ever prone to sudden innova- 
tions, yet terrified at the approach of 
danger. In a few days after, advice was 
received, that the fleet had suiFered by a 
violent storm. This was not an event oi 
war, for there never was a period of such 
profound tranquillity j but Nero had order- 
ed the ships, on a stated day, to assemble 
on the coast of Campania. The dangers 
of the SM, never entered into his considera- 
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tion. His orders were peremptory. The book 
pilots, to mark their zeal, set sail in tern- v-^v--* 

• .AUG 

pestuous weather from the portof Formiaf cj. -g 17. ' 
While they were endeavouring to double 64/ 
the cape of Misenum, a squall of wind frota 
the sou th threw them on the coast of Cuma, 
where a number of the larger galleys, an4 
almost all the smaller vessek, were dashed 
to pieces. " , 

^^ XLVII. Towards the close of the yeir 
omens and prodigies filled the minds of the, 
people With apprehensions of impending 
mischief. Such dreadful peals of thunder 
were never known. A comet appeared, and 
that phenomenon was a certain prelude .to 
some .bloody act to be committed by Nero. 
Monstrous births, such as men and beasts 
with double heads, were seen in the streets 
atiid public ways; and in the midst of sa- 
crifices, which required victims big with . 
young, the like conceptions fell from the 
entmils of animals slain at the altar. In 
the territory of Placeatia faj a calf was 
dropped with its head growing at the ex- 
treme part of the leg. The construction 
of the soothsayers was, that ahotlier head 
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\*v^ world, but wooid pipove weak, insufficient, 

817. ■ and be soon detdcted^ like the mod&trous 

^eJ?" productionii, trhicdi did not rest concealed 

m the womb, but came befoi* their lime^ 

• 9md ky exposed to public view near the 

hi^road. 

A.u.c. XLVIII. SiLius Nerva and AtticM, 
a/d- Vestinus entered on their consulship. In 
^** thatjuncttti%$ideep conspiracy was formed, 
and tarried on with such a spirit of enter- 
prise, that in the moment of its birth it vTM 
klmo9t ripe for execution. Senators, Ro* 
manknights, miKtary men, and even women, 
gave in their names with emulation, alt 
incited by their Heal for- Caius Piso, and 
their detestation of Nero. Piso was de- 
scended from the house of Calpurnius, by 
his paternal line related to the first families 
in Roc^. His virtues, or bis amiable 
qualit^s that resembled virtues, made him 
the idol of the people. An orator of high 
distinction, be employed his eloquence itt 
the defence of his feUowHcitigens; possessed 
of great wealth, he was generous to his 
fnends ; by nature courteous, he was a^fabfe 
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and polite to alt To these accomplish- boo^ 
mem^ ht uoittd a graceful figure and an 
etigagitig countenance. In his moral con- 
duct neither strict nor regular, he led a 
Mb of volaptuons ease, fond of potnp and 
splendour, and, at times, free and luxurious 
in his pleasures. His irregularities served 
to grafce his character. At a time when 
vice had charms for all orders of men, it 
was not expected, that the sovereign should 
lead a life of austerity and self-denial. 

XLIX. The conspiracy did not origin- 
ate ftom the ambition of Piso. Among s6 
many bold and generous spirits, it is net 
easy to name the person who first set the 
whole in motion. Subrius Flavius, a tri* 
bune pf the praetorian guards^ and Sulpicius 
Asper, were the active leaders . The firmness 
with which they afterwards met their fate, 
sufiijciently marks their characters. Annaeus 
Lueah, the celebrated poet, and Plautius 
liateranns, consul elect,^ entened into the 
|rfot with ardour and inflamed resentment. 
Lncan had personal provocations: Nero 
was an enemy to his rising fame; not being 
a3t>le 4o vie with that eminent genius, he 
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determined to silence what he vainly strove 
to emulate. . Lateranus brought with hi^l 
no private animosity : he acted on nobler 
principled ; the love of his country inspire 
him, and he knew'tio otiier motive. Flavins 
Scevicius and Afranius . Quinciianus, both 
of senatorian rank, stood forward to guide 
the enterprise with a degree of spirit littlq 
expected from the tenour of their lives* 
Scevinus, addicted to his pleasures, passed 
his days in luxury, sloth, and languor^ 
Quinctianus was decried for the effeminacy 
of his manners. Nero had lampooned him 
in a copy of defamatory verses, and to re- 
venge the injury Quinctianus became a 
patriot. 

' L. The conspirators had frequent meet- 
ings. They inveighed against the vices of 
Nero ; they painted forth in glaring colours 
all his atrocious deeds, by whiqh the em* 
pire was brought to the brink of nrin ; they 
urged the necessity of choosing a successor 
equal to the task of restoring a distressed 
and tottering state, and, in the interval, 
enlisted in their confederacy several Rc>- 
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man knights, namely, Tullius Senecio, Cer- book 
varius Prpculus, Vulcatius Araricus, Julius v-,-y^ 

A JT « 

Tugurinus, Munatius Gratus, Antonius ^is. 
Natalis, and Martins Festus. Senecio, the g^. * 
first in the list, had lived in the closest in- 
timacy with the prince, and, being still 
obliged to wear the mask, he found the 
interval big with anxiety, mistrust, and 
danger. Antonius Natalis was the bosom* 
friend and confidential agent of Piso : the 
rest had their separate views, and in a re- 
volution hoped to find their private ad- 
vantage. There were, besides Subrius 
Flavins and Sulpicius Asper already men- 
tioned, a number of military men ready to 
draw their swords in the cause. In thi^ 
class were Granius Silvanus and Statins 
Prbximus, both tribunes of the praetorian 
bands; Maximus Scaurus and Venetus 
PauUus, two centurions. But the main 
strength and pillar of the party was Fenius • 
Rufus (a)^ commander in chief of the Prae- 
torian guards ; a man of principle, and for 
the integrity of his conduct esteemed and 
honoured by the people. But Tigellinus 
stood in higher favour with the prince, and 
by his cruel devices no less than by his 
VOL. i\\ o ' 
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ed himself,, that he was able to supplant 



%Yi^* th^ prwtoriaa praefect, and by secret accu- 

^'^' BatioQ8 to endanger his life. He ifepresentr 

ed hipi to Nero as the favoured lorer of 

Agrippina ("t^, still cherishing a regard fof 

I her memory, and lying 'in wait for an op* 

portunily to revenge her wrongs. 

Rufus incUned to the discontents pi^rty^ 
and, at length, declared himself willing to 
assist their ag^terprise. Encouraged by 
this ac<?essiOii of strength, the conspirators 
began to think of the dicisive blow, and 
to delib^eatfe about tb^ time and place. 
We aire told that Subrius Flavins resolved 
to take to himself the ^ory of the deed. 
Two different sctesaies occurred to him* 
One was, while the prince was singing on 
the stskge, to dispatch him in sight of the 
whole theatre* His second project was, 
while Nero was mmbling abroad in . his 
midni^t frolics, to set fire to the paJaca, 
and, in the tumult, to take him by sui> 
prise» unattended by his guards. * The last 
seemed to be the safest measure. Ilia 
tyrant, unseen and unassisted, would &Ii a 
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the other hattd, the idea of a toave exploit, wy^ 
performed in the presence of applauding ^'Si?' 
^nmberS) fired the generous ardour of that ^^ 
tiet^c mind. But prudential considera- 
tions had too touch weight. He wished 
to gain immortal fame, and he thought of 
kis own persorial safety; a tame reflection, 
always adverse to every**great and noble 
enterprise. 

LL While the conspirators lingered iti 
Mispense^ prolonging the awful period of 
their hopes and fears, a woman, of the name 
o^ Epicharis, apprised of the plot (by what 
fid^ns is still a mystery), began to animate 
ti^ir drooping spirit, and to blame th^ 
Cold delay. What made her conduct sin* 
gular on this occasion was, that, before this 
time, not one great or honourable senti- 
ment was ever known to have entered her 
heart. Seeing the business languish, she 
retired in disgust, and went into Campania. 
But a spirit like hers could not be at rest. 
She endeavoured to seduce the dHcers of 
the fleet then lying at Misenum. She be* 
gtn her approaches to Volusius Proculus, 

g2 
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s-^v-^ thousand marines. He was one of the as- 

A XT r^ ' ' • 

818. ' sassins employed in the tragic catastrophe 
^iJ^' of Nero's mother. His reward, he thought, 
was in no proportion to. the magnitude of 
the crime. Being known to Epicharis, or 
having^then contracted a recent friendship, 
he began to disclose the secrets of his heart. 
He enumerated his exploits in Nero's ser- 
vice, and complained of the ingratitude with 
which he was ill requited ; avowing, at the 
s^me time, a fixed resolution to revenge 
himself, whenever an oppbrtunity offered. 
The woman, from this discourse, conceived 
hopes of gaining a proselyte, and by his 
means a number of others. She saw that 
a revolt in the fleet would be of the greatest 
moment. Nero was fond of saihng parties 
on the coast of Misenum and Puteoh, and 
would, by consequence, put himself in the 
/ power of the mariners. 

Epicharis entered into close conference 
with Prpculus; she recapitulated the va- 
rious acts of cruelty committed by Nero. 
The fathers, she said, had no doubt re- 
maining; they were of one mind; all. 
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agreed, that a tyrant, who overturned the book 
laws and constitution of his country, ought , v,^w 
to fall a sacrifice to an injured people, ^'sYs.^' 
She added, that Proculus would dp well to %P' 
co-operate with the friends of liberty. If 
he kindled the same spirit in the minds of 
the soldiers, a sure reward would wait him. 
In the fervour of her zeal, she had the pru- 
dence to conceal the names of the conspira- 
tors. That precaution served to screen 
her afterwards, when the marine officer 
turned informer, and betrayed the whole 
to Nero. She was cited to answer, and 
confronted with her accuser; but the 
charge, resting entirely on the evidence o^ 
one man, without a circumstance to sup- 
port it, was easily eluded. Epicharis, not* 
withstanding, was detained in custody, 
Nero's suspicions were not to be removed. 
The accusation was destitute of proof, but 
he was not the less inclined to believe the 
worst, . ^ ^ 

LII. The undaunted firmness of Epi*' 
chads did not quiet the apprehensions of 
the conspirators. Dreading a discovery, 
they determined to execute their purpose 
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vsr^ was a villa belonging to Piso, in the neighs 
^*8ig. * bourhood of Baiae, where the emperor^ at-^ 
^65/ tracted by the beauties of that delightful 
spot, was used to enjoy the pleasure of 
bathing, and his convivial parties, divested 
of his guards, and uninqwmbered by the 
parade of state. Piao objected to the 
measure. *• What would the world say, if 
" his table were imbrued with blood, and 
" the gods of hospitality violated by the 
" murder of a prince, however detested for 
" his atrocious deeds? Rome was the proper 
** theatre for such a catastrophe. The 
** scene should be in his own palace, that 
** hau^ty mansion built with the Spoils of 
** plundered citizens. The blow for liberty 
" would be still more noble before an; as^ 
" sembly of the people, Theaction* of 
^^ men,, who dared nobly for the public^ 
" should be seen by the public eye/' 

Such were the objections advanced by 
Piso in the presence of the eoni»piratars : in 
his heart he had other reasons. He dreaded: 
Lucius Silanus fa)^ knowing hi& hi^ d^ 
snscat,. and thie Koeaceomplishmj^nts which 
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he had acquired under the care of Caioi book 

XV 

Cassius (bX who had trained him from his v^-v-^ 
youth, and formed his mind to every thing ^'gYg.^'^ 
great and honourable. A man thus dis- ^^5^' 
tinguished might aspire to the imperial dig-* 
nity. All who stood aloof from the con- 
spiracy would be ready to second his am* 
bition, and, most probably, would be join- 
ed by others, whom the fate of a devoted 
prince, cut oflf by treachery, mi^t touch 
with compassion. Piso was supposed to 
have anotlier secret motive : he knew the 
genius and the ardent spirit of Vestinus, 
the consul. A man of his character might 
think of restoring tl^ old republic, or be 
for choosing another emperor, to shew 
mankind that the sovereign power was a 
gift to be disposed of according to his will 
ami pleasure. Vestinus, in fact, had no 
share in the conspiracy, though he was 
afterwards charged as an accomplice, and, 
under that pretence, doomed to death by 
the unappeasable malice and the cnielty 
of Nero. 

UII. At length the cwippirators fixed 
tbeif day. They chose the time of the 
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book; public games, which were soon to be per- 
v-^v^ formed in the circus, according to establish* 
^'8?8.^' ed usage, in honour of Ceres. During that 
^^' festival, the emperor, who rarely shewed 
himself to the people, but remained se- 
questered in his palace or his gardens, 
would not fail tq attend his favourite di- 
versions ; and, in that scene of gaiety, 
access to his person would not be difficult 
The assault was to be made in the follow- 
ing manner. Lateranus, a man of un- 
daunted resolution, and an athletic form, 
was to approach the prince, with an humble 
air of supplication, as if to entreat relief for 
himself and family; and, in the act of fall- 
ing at his feet, to overthrow him by some 
sudden exertion, and by his weight* keep 
him stretched on the ground. In that con- 
dition the tribunes, the centurions, and the 
rest of the conspirators, as the opportunity 
offered, and as courage prompted, were to 
fall on, and sacrifice their victim to the just 
resentments of the people. 

Scevinus claimed the honour of being 
the first to strike. For this purpose, he 
!had taken a dagger from the temple 6f 
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Health, in Etruria, or, as some writers will book 

XV 

have it, from the temple of Fortune, in wv^ 
the citj^ of Ferentum. This instrument he ^'sYs-^ 
carried constantly about him, as a sacred ^q^' 
weapon, dedicated \o the cause of liberty. 
It was further set^tled, that, during the 
tumult, Piso was to take his post in the 
temple of Ceres, and there remaift till such 
time as Fenius and his confederates should 
call him forth, and conduct him to the 
camp. To conciliate the favour of the 
people, Antonia, the daughter of the late 
emperor, was to appear in the cavalcade. 
Thiis last circumstance, since it is related 
by Pliny, must rest upon his authority. If 
it came from a less respectable quarter, I 
should not think myself at liberty to sup- 
press it; but it may be proper to ask. Is it 
probable that Antonia would hazard her 
reputation, and even her life, in a project 
so uncertain, and so big with danger ? Is 
it probable that Piso, distinguished by his 
conjugal affection, could agree at once to 
abandon a wife whom he loved, and marry 
another to gratify his own wild ambition ? 
But it may be said, of all the passions that 
inflame the human mind, ambition is the 
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XV 

tinguish every other sentiment. 



A. u. c 

A. D. 



657* LIV. In a conspiracy like the present, 
so widely diffused among persons of differ* 
ent ages, rank, sex, and condition, some of 
th^n poor, and others rich, it may well be 
matter of wonder, that nothing transpired, 
till the discovery burst out at once from 
the house of Scevinus. This active partisan, 
on the day preceding the intended execn*- 
tion of the plot, had a long conference with 
Antonius Natalis ; after which he returned 
hoitie, and having sealeci his will, unsbeath* 
ed his sacred dagger, already mentioned. 
Finding it bluntoi by long disuse, he gave 
it to Miiidbus, his freedman, to be well 
whetted, and sharpened aA the point. In 
the mean time, he went to his meal, more 
sumptuously served than had been im 
custom. To his favourite sktvea he granted 
their freedom, and among the rest di^i- 
buted sums of money. He affected aa air 
of gaiety ; he talked of indifferent things^ 
with counterfeited cheerfulness; but a 
cloud hung over him, and too plainly 
shewed, that some grand design was Ia-» 
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bourinff in hisi breast. He desired the same book 

XV 

Milichus to prepare bandages for the bra- w^w 
cinfg of wounds,, and applications to stop ^iial^* 
the effusion of blood. If this man was, %^* 
before that time, apprised of the plot, he 
had till the© acted with integrity ; but the 
ijiore probable opinion is„ that he was 
never trusted, and .now from all the cir- 
cumstances drew his own conclusion4 

The reward of treachery no sooner pre* 
seated itself to the servile mind of an en* 
franchised skve, than he saw wealth and 
power inviting him to betray his master. 
The teipptation was bri^t and dazzling; 
. every principle gave way ; the life of his 
patron was set at nought ; and for thcf gift 
of freedom no sense of gratitude remained* 
He advised with his .wife, and female ad* ' i 

vice was the worst he could take. The 
woman, with all the art and malice of her 
sex,, alarmed his fears. Other slaves, she 
said, and other freedmen, had an eye on ^ 
all thiat paased. The silence of one could 
be of »o use. The whole would be |i)rought 
to fight ; and he, who first made the dis* 
cover^, would fe© entitled to the reward. 
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A-p-v^ the best of his way to the gardens of Ser- 
'«i6. ' vilius; Being refused admittance, he de- 
^65!' clared that he had business of the first im- 
portance, nothing less than the discovery 
of a dark and dangerous conspiracy. The 
porter conducted him to Epaphroditus, 
one of Nero's freedmen, who introduced 
him to the presence of his master. Milichus 
informed the emperor of his danger, and 
laid open the machinations of his enemies, 
. with all that he knew and all that he con- 
jectured. He produced the dagger, des- 
tined to give the mortal stab, and desired 
to be confronted with the criminal. 

Scevinus was seized by the soldiers, and 
dragged in custody to answer the charge. 
'* The dagger,'' he said, " was a sacred 
" relic, left to him by his ancestors. He 
^ had preserved it with veneration, and 
"kept it safe in his chamber, till the 
" perfidy of a slave surreptitiously convey- 
" ed it away. As to his will, he had often 
** changed it, often signed and sealed a new 
" one, without any distinction of days. 
^' He had been always generous to his do- 
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" mesttcs ;jnor was it now for the first time 
" that he had given freedom to some, and 
" to others liberal donations. If in the last 
." instance his bounty exceeded the former 
" measure, the reason was, that being re- 
*Vdiiced in his circumstances, and pressed 
" by his, debts, he was afraid that his will 
** Avould be declared void in favour of his 
" creditors. With regard to his table, it 
." was, well known that his style of living 
" had ever been elegant, and ev5n profuse, 
." to a degree that drew upon him the cen- 
" sure of rigid moralists. To the prepara- . 
." tion of bandages and styptics he was an 
" utter stranger. None were made by his 
" order. The whole was, the invention of a 
" vile informer, who found himself desti- 
** tute of proof, and, to prop his infamous 
" calumny, dared to fabricate a new charge, 
** at once the author and the witness of a 
.*• lie.'' This defence was uttered by See-- 
vinus in a tone of firmness, and the intre- 
pidity of his manner gave it strength and 
credit. He pronounced the informer a 
jiotoriotis profligate, and, by consequence, 
an incompetent witness. This he urged 
;with such an air of confidence, and with so 
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have fallen to the ground, if the «wife of 
Mili^hus had not observed, in the presence 
of her husband, that a long and secret in- 
terview bad taken place between the pn« 
fioner and Natalis, both connected in the 
closest friendship with Caius Piso. 

LVI. Natalis was cited to app^r. 
Scevinus and he were examined apart, 
touching ^ their late meeting. What was 
4;heir business? and what was the conver- 
sation that passed between them? Their 
answers did not agree. Fresh suspicions 
arose, and both were loaded with irons. 
At the Mght of the rack, their resolution 
£ii]ed. Natalis was the first to confess th6 
guilt. He knew all the particulars of the 
conspiracy, and was, hj consequence, able 
to support his information. He named 
Caius Piso, and proceeded next to Seneca. 
He had, probably, been employed as a 
messenger between Seneca and Piso; afj 
knowing the inveterate rancour with whidk 
Nero sought the destruction of his tutor, 
he intended by that charge, however false, 
to make terms for himself. Scevinus, as 
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soon as4ie heard that Natalis had made a book 
discovery, saw the inutility of remaining v,iP-v^ 
silent. ' Tkiifking the whole conspiracy ^sVe.^* 
detected, he yielded to his fears; and, ^i^* 
following a mean example of pusillanimity, 
diecorered his accomplices. Three of the 
number, namely, JLucan, Quinctianus, and 
Scnecio, pensisted for some time to deny 
the whofe with undaunted firmness, till in* 
duced, at length, by a promise of pardon, 
they thought they could not do enough to 
atcme for their o'bstinacy. Lucan did not 
dcruple to impeach (a) his own mother, 
whose name was Acilia. Quinctianus 
gave information against Glicius Gallus^ 
bis dearest friend; and Senecio, in lik^ 
manner, betrayed Annius Pollia 

LVII. NxRO did not forget that Epi- 
eharis was still detained in custody, on the ^ 
evidence of Volusius Proculus. The weak- 
ness of a female frames he imagined, would 
not be able to endure the pangs of the 
rack. He therefore ordered her to be put 
to the most exquisite torture. But neither 
stripes,, nor fire, nor the brutal rage of the 
executioners, who were determined not to 
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XV 

v..-y^ mind like hers, firm, constant, and ui^« 
* sYs.^' daunted to the last. . Not a word was ex- 
^^' torted from her. Her misery ended for 
that day. On the next, the same cruelty 
was prepared. Epicharis bad no strength 
left. Her limbs were rent and dislocated. 
The executioners provided a chair to con- 
vey her to the place of torture. While they 
were conducting her, she took from her 
breast the girdle that braced her garment, 
and, having fastened one end of it to the 
top of the chair, made a noose for her 
neck, and, throwing herself from her seat^ 
hung suspended with the whole weight of 
her body. In her mangled condition the 
remains of life were soon extinguished. 

Such was the fate of this magnanimous 
woman. She left behind her a glorious ex- 
ample of truth and constancy, the more 
striking, as this generous part was acted 
by an enfranchised slave, to save the lives 
' of men, in no degree related to her, and 
almost unknown. With heroic fortitude 
she endured the worst that malice could 
inflict, at a time when men of illustrious 
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Uxth, when officers, Eomaa knights and book 
9ttnators» untried by the pangs of torture, v^-w 
betmyed, witk a kiad of emuJatbn, their ^878.^ 
friends, ihmr rdatiops, and all that was ^e^' 
dearto.iJiem. Quincttanus, Senecio, and 
&ren Lucwi, continued to give in the names 
of t&e conspirators. Every new discovery 
iUed Nero with consternation, though he 
h»4 doul^ed his ^aard and takea erei*y 
precaution to secure his person. 

. LVHI.' Fa BT I E s of soldiers under arms 
wiere stationed in every quarter, on tho 
walls of Rome, on tJie sea^-coast, and along 
tibe banks of the Tiber. The city presented 
the appearance of a garrisoned town. The 
foriuxt and the open squares wercfilled 
frith cjrfiorts of horse and foot. The neigh- 
bouring villages and the country round 
were invested. Even private houses were 
^ured. The Germao soldiers, ordered 
put oa duty, mixed with the rest of the 
aimy. Being foreignuers, Nero depended 
on their fidelity. The conspirators wer« 
led fcrth in a long procession to the tri7 
bunal of the prince. They stood in Qrowdi 
aut his garden-j;ate, waiting thpir ti^jrn tQ b« 
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BOOK summoned before him. In rejmlar ^uci 

XV 

cession they were admitted to an audience, 
and every trifle was magnified into a crime* 
A smile, a look, a whisper, a casual m^t-- 
ing at a convivial party or a public show^ 
was evidence of treason. Nor was it suf* 
ficient that Nero and Tigellinus were keen 
and vehement in their enquiries : Fenius 
Rufus took an active part. Having hitherto 
escaped detection, he thought that^violenee 
against his accomplices would be the best 
Way to skreen himself. While he was 
feagerly pressing them with questions, Sub^ 
rius Flavins, the praetorian tribune, by sign« 
and tokens, signified to him his intention 
to^cut off the tyrant in the midst of the 
exaiiski^on. He had his hand on the hilt 
of his fewordi when Rufus checked the brav« 
design. ^^. 

LIX. On the first detection of the plot, 
while Milichus was giviog his evideiioe^ 
and Scevinus was still wavering and irre- 
>olute, some of the conspirators exhorted 
Piso to ib«^ himself in the camp, or to 
mount tb#> ymblic rostra, in order to gain 
Ihe afiections of the army apd the people. 
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^*»]jet ycmr firieridS/' they said^ '^ ass^nble book 
^ itt'a bbdy ; let then! stand forth/ in your s-^v^ 
*^' cause, arid they will be joined by B^ixn^ ^Ys.^* 
^ hers. The fame of an impending r^vcK ^q^* 
** Ititioh would excite a general spirit ; and 
f' fame in great undertakings has been often 
^ kooytn tb decide the event Nero i/i^ill 
*h be taken by Kurprise; oh his^ part no 
-" Hjeasures are concerted. • In sudden 
*^ comtnotions the bravest are often struck 
" with terror ; and if courage may be thus 
^ overpowered, what will bfe the case of a 
*^ theatrical emperor, a scenic performer^ a 
** vile comedian, assisted by Tigellinus and 
" his band of harlots? i In all gr^ enter- 
' " pnseslhie attempt appears impracticable 
" to little minds ; but the brave and valiant 
"know that to dafe is.to. c^onquer* In a 
" plot, in which numbers were embarked, 
" the silence of all could not be expected* 
^ The. niind wilL waver, and the body will 
S*. shrink from pain 1 There is no. secret so 
" deeply laid but bribery will draw it forth, 
" or cruelty can extort it. The guards in 
"i: a short time might seize Piso himself^ 
'^ and drag him to an ignominious death. 
" Hdw much more glorious to fall bravely 
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** in die cause of liberty I to die swocdatt 




^ hmdj viadicaiing the rights of iredborn 
gYiJ. ' ^ men, and roosing the anntfand the people 
"^P* ^ to their own just defence! Ihe sohiieni 
^ may fefase to jdn^ and the people may 
^ foe gttilty of tieacherj to idsemaeiyes ; 
^^ but, eren in that cajse, how noble to dose 
^ the aoene with a spirit worthy of your an- 
^ cestors, blest with the wishes of the pre* 
^ sent age and theap^ause of all posterity f 

' Hiese exhoTtataons made no impression 
on Piso. He i^ired to hts owti house, and 
tbj»:e forttfied his mind against the worst 
that could happen. A band of soldiers 
broke in %ipoii him, all selected from the 
recruits lately raised, nndisdphnad, vSuad 
aew to the service, but preferred by Nero 
io th^ veterans, whom he suspected of dis^ 
affection. Piso c»*dered the veins of both 
bis arms to be opened, and expired : his 
will was a disgrace to his memory. It was 
written hi a strain of fulsome flattery to 
the prince. He was betrayed into that act 
of meanness by his affection for his wife^ 
a woman destitute of merit, who had great 
elegance of form, and nothing else to re- 
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eommendhet. Her name was ^^cria Qa^kL b6os: 
She had .been maxried tp I>omifius^SiHy3, s..*v^ 
andfrom him seduced by Piso. Tte pasaite ^^!^ 
spirit of the injured hualband and the wan* '^^ 
4x)n character of the wife coospired . to fi« . 
an indelible staiit on the name of l^iso. 

LX. Plautius Lateranus, coasul 
elect, was the next victim. He was seized, 
^nd dragged to instant death; no time 
allowed to take the last farewell of his 
children, nor even the u&ual libertj of 
choosing his own mocl^ of dying. He was 
hurried to the place of execution usuallj 
allotted to slaves, and there dispatched by 
the hand of Statins^ a niilitary tribune. He 
ihet his fate with a noble and determined 
silence, not so much as condescending to 
tax the executioner with bia share in the 
conspiracy. 

The ncjxt exploit of Nerd^ wasi the death 
of; Seneca. Against that eminent Bioxk xm 
proof (^ guilt appeared ; boi the emperor 
thirsted for hi« Uood» and what poiaoib had 
mot accomplished he was detenaiiied t9 
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BOOK ^Dishby the sword. Natali8 was the only 
v-^v^ person who had irientioned his name- The 

AUG* 

siL * chief head of his accusation wds; '*^That 

os/ ^* he himself had been sent on k .visit to 

^* Seneca, then confined by illness, with in- 

f' structions to mention to him, that Piso 

" often called at his house, but never could 

** gain admittance, though it was the iri- 

-" terest of both to live on terms of mutual 

" friendship/' To this^ SCTieba;:ina(ie Ian- 

swer, " That private intermWs could be of 

^^ no service to either;-' but stiU-his happi^ 

^•'ness was grafted on the^Mfety of Piso.'^ 

Granius Silvanus,-a/ tribune of the praeto;^ 

rian guards, was dispatched to Seneca, with 

directions to let him know what was alleged 

against him, and to enquire whether he adt 

mitted the conversation stated by Natalis; 

with the answers given by himself^ Seneca; 

by design or accident, ,was that ^verjf day 

on his return from Campania. He stopped 

at a villa of his own (a) about ibtir iJrriles 

from Roine. Towards the close of day' tlie 

tribune arrived, and beset the house with 4 

band of soldiers. Seneca was at supper 

with his wife Pompeia Paulina, and. two 
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bf his fHends> when Silvanus entered the book 
room^ and reported the orders of the 
emperor. * 

LXI. Seneca did not hesitate to ac- 
knowledge that NataHs had been at his 
house, with a complaint that Piso^s visits 
were not received* His apology, he said, 
imported no more than want of health, the 
love of e^se, and the necessity of attending 
to a weak and crazy constitution. .. ** That 
**- he should prefer the interest of a private 
** citizen to his own safety, was too absurd 
** to be believed. He had np motives to 
*' induce him to pay such a compliment 
** to any man; adulation was no part of his 
** character. This is a truth well known 
V to Nero himself; he can tell you that, on 
** various occasions, he found in Seneca a 
** man, who spoke his mind with freedom, 
** and disdained'the arts of servile flattery/* 
Silvanus returned to Rome, He found the 
prince in company with Poppaea and Ti- 
gelUnus, who, as often as cruelty was in 
agitation, formed the cabinet-cbuncil. In 
their/ presence the naessenger reported his^ 
answer* Nero askedf ** Doe? Seneca p,i^e« 
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BOOK ^^ pare toendhisdajsby avolutttarydeaih?^ 
wv^ " He shewed/' said the tribune, " no sjmp^ 
^*8i«.^' " torn of fear, no token of sorrow, nade^ect* 
^65?* " ^d passion : his words and looks bespoke 
** a mind serene, erect, and firm/^ " Return," 
said Nero, ^^ and tell him, he must tewArB 
^* to die?" &lvanus, according to the ao* 
count of Fabius Rusticus, chose to go back 
by a different road. He went through a 
private way to Penius Riifus, to advise with 
that officer, whether he should e}cecute the 
emperor's orders. Rufus told him that he 
must obey. Such was the degenerate spirit 
of the times. A general panic took pos- 
session of every mind. This very Silvanus 
Hvas one of the conspiratons, And yet was 
base enough to be an instrument of the 
cruelty which he had combined to revenge. 
He had, however, the decency to avoid 
the shock of seeing Seneca, and of deliver- 
ing in person the fatal message. He Bt^t 
a centurion to perform that office for him. 

LXn. Senbca heard the message with 
ealm composure. He called for bis will^ 
and being deprived of that right of a R<v* 
mati cithieii by the centurion, he turned to 
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hu frietids^ euni '^ You tieCy'' he Mid, '' that book 
•* 1 am not pt liberty to requite yottT ser- ^^-w 
** tkeg^tntb the* last marks of mj «&teem^ ^ ^* ^ 



»ia. 



^* One thing, howcTef, stili r^niaim. Heave ^^^ 
^ yoQ^the i^ample of my life, thc^ b^t and- 
^ mort precious^ legacy now in my power^ 
^ Cherii^ it iti your memory^ and ycm will 
^ gl^m dt once- the applause due to^ virtue^ 
^ aud the fanae df a sincere and generous 
^* friftidship/' All irho were present mdted 
into tearir. He endeavoured to ssmia^ 
their non^ws; he jeered his advice with 
ttiild persuasion i he used the toiie of au^ 
tlumty. . ^^ Where/' he said> ^' are the pr«w 
^ cepts of philosophy, and whefe the wonfa 
^^ of wisdom, which for years have taught . >^^ 
^ us to meet the cal^niitiei^ of life with 
*' firmness and a well-prepared spirit ? Was 
" the crudty of Nero unknown to any of 
^' us? He murdered his math(^; he^destmy^ 
^^ ed his brother; and, after thoSe deeds of 
** hcmror, what remains to fill the measure 
" of his guilt but the death of his guardian 
•* and his tutor?** 

LXIII. Having delivered himself in 
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BOOK these pathetic terms, he^directcd his atten^ 
«^v^ tioQ to his wife* He clasped her in hi^ 
\iL^' arms, and in that fond embrace jiclded for 
^66?* a while to the tenderness of his nature* Re- 
covering his resolution^ he entreated her to 
appease her gcief, and bear in mind that 
his life was spent in a constant course of 
honour and of virtue. . That consideration 
would serve to heal afHictioo, and sweeten 
all her sorrows. Paulina was still incon^ 
splable. She was determined to die with 
her husband ; she invoked the aid of tiiie ex<* 
ecutioners, and begged to end her wretched 
being* Seneca saw tliat she was animated 
by the love of glory, and that generous^ 
principle he thought ought not to be re- 
strained. The idea of leaving a J^eloved 
-object exposed to the insults of the world, 
and the malice of her enemies, pierced 
him to the quick. " It has been my care,'^ 
he said, " to instruct you in that best philo- 
^^ sophy, the art of mitigating the ills of 
" life; but you prefer an honourable death. 
" I will not envy you the vast renown that 
" must attend your fall. Since you will 
" have it so, we will die together. We will 
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^ leave behind us an example of equal book 
" constancy ; but the glory will be all your v-^v^ 

« r^^rrr. >> A. U. C* 

** own. 818- 

A.O. 

. Thesewords were no sooner uttered, than 
the veins of both their arms were opened^ 
At Seneca's time of life the blood was slow 
and languid. The decay of nature, and. 
the impoverishing diet (a) to which he had 
used himself, left him in a feeble condition. 
He ordered the vessels of his legs and joints 
to be punctured. After that operation, he 
began to labour with excruciating pains* 
Lest his sufferings should overpower the 
constancy of his wife, or the sight of her 
afflictions prove too much for his own 
sensibility, he persuaded her to retire into 
another room. His eloquence still con^ 
tinned to flow with its usual purity. He 
called for his secretaries, and dictated, 
while life was ebbing away, that farewell 
discourse, which has been published, and 
is in every body's hands. I will not injure 
his last words by giving the substance in 
another form. 

LXIV. Nexio had conceived no an- 
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II001S tipathy to Paniina; . If she piemhed with 
Js^ her husband, be began to dread thepuUie 
^818.^ execration. That he might not multiply 
"^^^^ the horrors of his present cruelty, he sent 
mder» to exempt Paulma from ^le stroke 
of death. The slaves and frecdmen^ by 
the direction of the soldiersi,. bodnd xtp h& 
arm, and stopped the eAosion of bloodu 
This, it is said, was done without her idiQ>9}<9 
ledge, as she lay in a state of languor. 'The 
§aLcU however, cdnnot beknoli^n: wstbcer^ 
tainty. Vulglu? malignity^ whidx is ev» 
ready to detract from exalted virtue, spread 
a.teport, that, as* long as she liad reaion to 
think that the rage of Nero was implacablei 
she had the ambition to share the glory of 
ber husband^s fat^ ; but >a milder prospecl 
being unexpectedly presented,! the dbjarxofl 
of.lifc'gaisii^d; admission to her hearty and 
triumphed over her constancy. She Itred 
ai few years longer^ iji food regret, to the 
toA of her days, revering the menKury df 
her hiii^band^ The weakness of her whole 
frame, and the sickly languor of her coun« 
tenance, plainly shewed that she had been 
reduced to the last extremity. 
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of deatit vms slow^ and! iiq vddied fi>f hiB s-^v^ 
dgbsahition. Fat^ued Hvith ipodn, wdra out '^ g?^,^' 
and eithiBuiMed, lie lequiested Ms ifriend^ ^^* 
StetiiiB Aimaeus, whose fiddit j and mediodl 
dkill be had often experienced^ to admiinster . 
a drau^t of that swifitHSpeedmi; fitHson^ (a)^ 
tisually given at Athens to the criminab 
adjud^d to death. He swallowed the 
^tioii, but without any immediate infect. 
His iimhs weie chiUed : the vessels of his 
^body were dosed^ and the ingredients^ 
though k.een and safotle, could notaniest 
•the principies of life. He desired to bp 
placed in a warm batit; - Being conveyed 
according to his desire, he sprinkled his 
tdaves with the water, and ^^ Thus/' he said^ 

^ I MAKE LIBATION TO JlTFiTEft THE 

** deliverer/' The vapour soon over-* 
powered him, and he breathed his last. His 
body, without any funeral pomp, was com-^ 
mitted to the flames. He had given dU 
rections for that purpose in his last will, 
made at a time when he was in the zenith 
of power, and even then looked forward to 
the close of his daysi 
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BOOK LXV» A REPORT was at tbat time cur« 

XV 

v^^v^ rent at Rome^ that Subrius Flavius and 
^818.^' several centurions held a private meetings 
%P' with the knowledge and consent of Seneca, 
and there resolved to open a new and un- 
expected scene. The blow* for liberty wbs 
to be struck in the name of Piso, and 
as soon as the world was freed from the 
tyranny of Nero, Piso was to be the next 
victim^ in order to make way for Seneca, 
whOf for his virtues, was to be raised to 
the highest elevation, with an air of inno^ 
cence, and of a man unconscious of the 
plot. The very words of Flavius were re- 
ported among ihp. people. He is supposed 
to have said, " Whai good end will it an- 
" swer to depose a MiNSri^^EL, if we place 
" a TRAGEDIAN in liis room?"' The fact 
was, Nero played on his guitav, and Piso 
trod the stage in the buskin of tingedy. 

LXVI. The part which-the military meiji 
had taken in the conspiracy, did not long 
remain a secret. ' The double game p^yed 
by Fenius Rufus, at first a confederal ia 
the plot, and then ** judge pronounc^Jng 
sentence on his accompKces, provoked \he 
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ifidignation of alL In the examination of book 
Scevinus that officer pressed Wfes inteirbga- s-^v-^ 
tones with over-acted zeal, and by menaces ^'g^.^* 
endeiEtvoured to extort a confession. See- ^^' 
vinus answered with a smile, " No man 
^* knows the particulars better than your- 
** self. You now may shfew your gratitude 
*^ to so good a prince/' Rufus was covered 
with confusion. To speak was i^ot in his 
power, and to remain silent was dangerous. 
He trembled, faltered, and hesitated an 
answer. His embarrassment betrayed his 
guilt. The rest of the conspirators, with 
Cervarius Proculus, a Roman knight, at 
their head, were e&ger to depose against 
him. At length a soldier of the name of 
Cassius, remarkable for his robust stature, 
and for that reason ordered to attend, laid 
hold of Rufus by the emperor's order, and 
loaded him with irons. 

LXVn. The same witnesses gave evi- 
dence against Subrius Flavins. In answer 
to the charge, he relied much on his course 
of life, and the dissimilitude of manners 
between himself and his aCcufers: " Was 

it probable that a soldier, inured to tM 
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800K ** profeftsion of iiriii8, would ft$9odate with 

XV 

v^^v^ '' an efemwate set of men^ strangexB to 
^'aJe,^' *' 4ftn»er and to maiily enterprise T Fiiid* 

^£' log himself presfied by the weight of isvu 
deoect he changed his tone, and with heroic 
fortitude avawed the part he had aeted^ 
Being asjked by Nero, what could induce 
hira to forget the solenan obhgation of his 
oath?* ** Because/' he said* ** I hated, I 
** detested you- There was a time wheu ao 
♦* soldier iu your army was more devoted 
•' to your service, and that was as Jong a« 
** you deserved the esteem of mankind. I 
•* began to hate you when you were guilty 
*• of parricide ; when you murdered yout 
** mother and destroyed your wife; when 
** you became a coachmani a comedian^ 
•^ and an incendiary/' I have given the 
very words of this intrepid conspirator, be* 
cause they were not, hke those of Seoecaf 
published to the world ; and the rough 
sentiments of a soldier, in his own plain, 
but yigorous language, merit the attention 
of posterity* 

In the wjbple discovery of the plot no^ 

thing niiade so deep m impression on the 
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mind of Nero. Thou^ his heart n^ver book 
knew remorse for the worst of crimes, his ^-^v-^ 
ear, unaccustomed- to the voice of truth, ^Vi8.^* 
shrunk from the sound of freedom, and ^^J^' 
startled at reproach. Flavins was ordered 
for execution. Veianius Niger, one of the 
tribunes, led him to the next field, and 
there directed a trench to be opened. Thp 
prisoner surveyed the spot, and, finding it 
neither wide nor deep enough, turned with 
a smile to the soldiers, and " This,'' he aaid^ 
*^ shewii no military skill.'' Niger desired 
him to extend his neck with courage : 
^* Strike,^ said Flavins, " and prove your 
" courage equal to mine." The tribune 
was seized with a tremor in every joint. 
He severed the head at two blows, and 
made a merit of it with Nero, giving the 
name of cruelty to his want of firmness. 
He made it his boast, that, by repeating 
the stroke, he made him die twice. 

LXVin. SuLPicius AspER, the cen- 
turion, gave the next example of magna- 
nimity. Being asked by Nero, why he con- 
spired against his Ufe ? he answered shortly, 
" I knew no other '^ relief from your flagi- 
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imti " tidUs'd^Ms/' He wsA initobtly ^ut to 
«i*r*^ debtfhi Th6 test of the ceiituriotis uhd^r*" 
^'&?' went thfcil' fete, and all died Worthy of 
*ei?' their fchdtftcters. Fenitis Auftls had ildl 
eqti&l constancy. He beh^yed an abjeet 
Spirit^ dnd even in his will was weak endugh 
to bewail his unhappy fete. Nero lived 
in hopes of seeing Vestinus, the consul 
chsirged its a criminal. He knew the cha* 
tticter of the man ; an intrepid daring spirit, 
ambitious, and Suspected of disaffection, 
l^e conspirators, however, had no cota- 
jnUiiicatiton of counsels with that actire 
ih^gistratCi Some declined him On liccount 
of formeir animosities, imd others, becailse 
they thought him ifal^h and impetuous. 
Nero's tancour grew out of a close and 
intimate friendship. In that femiliar intei'-> 
course VestinuS s&W into the very he^ft of 
the prince, and despised kim (or his Vices. 
Nero shrunk from a man, v^ho had the 
, spirit to speak his mind with freedom, and, 
in his sarcastic vein, had often made the 
prince the subject of his raillery ; atld ' 
> raillery, when seasoned With truth, nevw? 
foils to leave a sting that festers ih tlie 
memory. A recent incident gave att-"fed|;^ » 
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Statilia Messalina/«t>/^ though he knew that wv^ 
the prince was one of her lovers. ^"sYi^ 

63. 

LXIX. No witness appeared agkinst 
Vestinus ; no crime was laid to his charge^ 
aftdj by consequence, no proceeding could 
be had in due form of law* But the will 
of the tyrant still renOLained. He sent 
Gerelanus, oii€^ of the tribunes, at the head 
of a cohort, with orders so to take his mea- 
sures, that the consul might not be able to 
stand on the defensive, and, for that pur- 
pose, to invest his house, which, like a 
proud citadel, overlooked the forum, and 
ckmtained a numerous train of young a»d 
h|i,rdy slaves, in the nature of a garrison. 
Vestinus had that very day discharged all 
the functions of his consular office. He 
was at table with hiis friends, free from ap- 
prehension,, or, it may be, affecting an air 
of gaiety, wheii the soldiers entered, and 
informed him that the tribune had import* 
Jtnt business witlf him. Hie rose and left 
the room. The sceiie of death was instantly 
Jsud. He was shut up in a chamber ; a 
physician attended ; his veins were opened ; 

I 2 
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he was conducted to a wann bath, and 

being put mto the water, expired idthout 

'^818.^* a complaint, and without a groan. His 

^esP' guests, in the mean time, remained in the 

banqueting room, imprisoned by theguards. 

It was late at night before they were releas* 

ed. Nero heard the account with pleasure* 

He saw, in the Sport of hisimqginatioD, a set 

of men dissembled at a convivial party, and 

every moment expecting their final doom. 

He laughed at their distress, and said 

/ facetiously, " They have paid for their con- 

** suiar supper/' 
I 

LXX. LucAK, the famous poet, was 
the next sacrifice to the vengeance of 
Nero. His blood flowed freely from him, 
and being soon well nigh exhausted, he 
perceived that the vital heat had left the 
extremities of hisr limbs. His hands and 
feet were chilled, but, the warmth retiring 
to his heart, he still retained his senses and 
the vigour of his mind. The lines in his 
poem, which describe soldier dying ia 
the same condition (ajj occurred to his 
memory. He repeated the passage, and 
expired. His owij verses were the last 
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ivords he uttered. Senecio, Qumctianus, book 
and Scevinus, suffered in a short time after, v-^v-^ 
The dissolute softness of their lives did not ^'sisP' 
disgrace them in their end. They met their ^q^' 
fate with resolution. The rest of the con- 
spirators were led to execution.' In their 
deaths there was nothing that merits par- 
ticular notice. 

LXXIi While the city presented a 
scene of blood, and funerals darkened all 
the streets, the altars of the capitol smoked 
with victims slaughtered on the occasion. 
One had lost a son ; another was deprived 
of his brother, his friend, or his near rela- 
tion ; and yet, stifling every sentiment of 
the heart, all <x)ncurred in offering thanks 
to the gods; they a4omed the prince's 
house with laurel (a); they fell at the ty- 
rant's feet; they clasped his knees, and 
printed kisses on his hand. Nero received 
this vile adulation as the token of real joy. 
In order to make sure of the people, he 
shewed his clemency to Antonius Natalis 
and Cervarius Proculus, whose merit con- 
sisted altogether in their treachery to their 
friends. To Milichus he granted a rich and 
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90CMC ^ple recompense, and raereovgr 9Aif4 
Vsv^ the honourable appellation of a Greek 
*8j8 ' nainie, importing the coirs BR vjiTQE. Gm- 
^&. niuB SilvanuB, one of the tribunes engaged 
in the oohspiracy, received a free pardoa ; 
but, disdaining to enjdy it, he died by h» 
own hand. Statins Proximus had the vanity 
to follow his example. Pompeius, Cornet 
lius Martialis, Flavins Nepos, and Statins 
Pomitius were all degraded from their Iri- 
bunitian rank, not ^ riien cbnd^itihed, but 
Suspected of diBaflection. Novius Pmc«$, 
Jjrlitins Gallns, and Annius PolUo lifsm 
ordered into exile; the first on account of 
his known intimapy with Seneca j and the 
two last, to disgrace them, thongh not courf 
victed of any crime. Antonia JPiaccilla, 
the wife of Novius Priscus, foUorwed her 
husband into banishment* Egnatiia MaxL. 
milla, at that time possessed of gr^at wealthy 
had the spirit, in like manner, to adhere tQ 
GJitius Gallus. Her fortune was soon 
after taken from her by the haDd\of power. 
Her conduct, both in affluence and p9v;erty, 
did honour to her character. 

Rufos Crispinu^ was likewise banished i 
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the conspiracy iUmished a pretext, l)ut his isook 
having beeumarried to Poppaea was the s--v-i^ 
crime that brought on his ruin. Ver^ ^sul,^' 
ginius (b) and Musonius Rufu9 fcj owed ^§^ 
their banishment to the celebrity of their 
names: the former trained the Roman 
youth to eloquence, and the latter foraged 
their minds by his lectures on wisdom and 
philosophy. At one sweep, Cluvidieaus 
Quietus, JuUus Agrippa, Blitius Catulinus, 
Petronius Priscus, and Julius Altinus, likQ 
a colony of criminals, were sent to islands 
in the jEgean sea. Cadicia, the wife of 
Scevinus, and Caesonius Maximus, were 
ordered out of Italy, without being, heard 
in their defence, The sentence of con^ 
demnation was the first notixie of any crime 
alleged a^nst them. Acilia, the mother 
of Luean, was neither pardoned, nor con^ 
demned. She was sui&red to live in silent 
obscurity. 

LXXII. Having performed these 
dreadful exploits, Nero called aQ assembly 
of the soldiers, and, afler a specious 
harangue, ordered a largess of a thousand 
sesterces to be paid to each nian, and the > 
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BOOK corn, which they had been used to pur- 

XV . 

%^>'>^ chase at the market-price, to be distributed 

A TT C* 

'ai8. * as the bounty of the prince. He then 
^65?' ordered the senate to be convened, with as 
much importance as if the events of war 
and splendid victories occasioned the meet- 
ing. He granted triumphal ornaments to 
Petronius Turpilianus (a)^ of consular rank, 
to Cocceius Nerya fbj, praetor elect, and 
Tigellinus, commander of the pnetorian 
guards. The two last were mentioned by 
him in strains of the highest commendation. 
Not content with erecting their statues in 
the forum, adorned with triumphal decora- 
tions, he placed them also in the imperial 
palace. Nymphidius fcj was honoured 
with the ensigns of consular dignity. Of 
this man, who now occurs for the first time, 
' since, he is to figure hereafter on, the stage 
of public business, it may be proper in this 
place to say a few words. 

He was the son of an enfranchised female 

slave^ distipguished by her beauty, and the 

ease with which she granted her favours to 

, the slaves as well as the freedmen about . 

the court. Nymphidius, however, pre- 
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tended to be of higher origin. He called book 
himself the son of Caligula. His large v-^w 
stature, and the stem cast of his counten- sib. ' 
ance, bore some resemblartce to that em- ^^J?' 
peror; and, in fact, as Caligula was neyer 
delicate in the choice of his mistresses, but 
was known to share the embraces of com- 
mon harlots, it is possible that he might, 
on some occasion, indulge his passion with 
the mother of Nymphidius. 

LXXni. The senate being assembled, 
Nero delivered a speech on the subject of 
the late transactions, a;nd, for the informa- 
tion of the people, issued a proclamation, 
with a statement of the evidence against . 
the conspirators, and their own confession. 
The clamours of the public made this ex- 
pedient necessary. While the executions 
were going on, the public voice was loud 
and violent against Nero, the insatiate 
tyrant, who was daily sacrificing to his 
cruelty, or his fears, the lives of innocent 
and illustrious men. That a plot was 
actually formed ; that it was conducted 
with resolution, and in the end was totally 
defeated, no man, who made it his business 
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BOOS to iav«5tigate the truth, entertained a doubt 
s«,v-^ At the time; mitd since the death of Nero, 
^gVe.^' ^^ acknowledgement of all, who returned 
^0^' from banishment, estal^sfaed the faqt ber 
yond a controversy. Nero was receiretl 
by the senate with the basest flattery. la 
that assembly, the men, who had the great- 
est reason to be overwhdmed with gpief, 
were the most forward to offer incense to 
the emperor. Junius Gallio CaJt the brothi^ 
of Seneca, was, by the loss of that excel- 
lent man, so struck with terror, that to sfive 
his own life he descended to bumble sup^ 
plications. , Salienus CJeroeiw rose to op» 
pose him, as a parricide and a^ enemy to 
the state. He continued his inyeetiv«r till 
the Others eheckied his vii^enee. It was 
not now, they said, a time to gratify perr 
yenal animosity, under an app^rance of 
veal for the public good ; nor would it bor 
eome a^ay man to open a^un the wounds 
wbioh the demency of the prince had 
dosed for ever. 

LXXIV. OblAtiosts and public thankse 
^viogs were decreed to all the gods, and 
particulairly to the Sun, ^i whose temple. 
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situated m the forun), the murder was to book 
\i9^e been perpetrated, if that god had not vJ^ 
dispeUf^d the clouds that hung Over the ma- ^'gfg,^ 
chinations of evil minded aeo, and brought ^q^ 
their dark proceedings into open day-light. 
It was further ordered, tiiat the sports of 
tl» circus^ ipi honour of Ceres, should be 
celebrated with an additional number of 
chariot-races ; that the month pf April f aj 
should be styled after the name of Nero ; 
and that, on the spot, where Scevinus idr- 
nished himself with a dagger, a temple 
should be erected to the goddess of 
SAFETY. The daggter itself was dedicated 
in the capitol, with an inscription to the , 
avenging god, called Jupiter Vindex. 
The inscription, at that time, had no 
equivocal meaning ; but soon after, when 
Julius Vindex (b) excited a revolt in 
Gaul, it was considered as an omen of im^ 
pending vengeance. 

In the journals of the senate I find an 
entry, by which it appears, that Cerealis 
Anicius, consul elect, moved in his place, 
that a temple should be raised, at the public 
expence, to the deified Nero, who, in 
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fiooK his Opinion, had risen above the condi-> 

wv^ tion of human nature, and was, therefore, 

^•gYs.^* entitled to religious worship. This motion 

^«5?* ^^ afterwards understood to portend no* 

tiling less than the death of Nero ; sine© 

it was a settled rule, that divine honours 

should never be paid to the emperor, till 

he ceased to be mortal (c). 
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BOOK XVI. 

h NJ^RO U urhuBid wilh hopes of finding great stores of 
hidden trtasure in Africa. One CeselUus Bassus, de-^ 
luded by his dreams, communicated the secret, and thence 
the mid prodigality of the prince. TV. The quinguen-^ 
niaigitmes. Ne^o contends for the Dictoryin song and 
ehquenc^. He mounts the public stage. Vespasian 
(afterwards emperor) in danger from Nero^s ^ies 
stationed in the playhouse. VI* The death of Poppaa; 
her funetul: Nero delivers her panegyric. VII. C 
Cusshis and h. Silanus sent into exile. Lepida left to 
the judgement of the prince* X. i. Vetrn, Sextia, 
and PoUutia put to death. XII. The months of May 
0:nd June called by the names of Claudius and Ger^ 
manicus. XIII. An uncommon tempest in Campania, 
and epidemic disorders at Rome. XIV. Anteius and- 
Ostorius compelled to put an end to their lives. XVII. 
Annaus Mela (the father of Lucan the poet J, and 
Cerealis Anicius, Ryfius Crispinus, and Petronius, 
ordered to die. XVIII. Character of Petronius. 
XIX* His behaviour in his last moments. XX. Silia 
banished on suspicion of being the person that discover^ 

. ed Nero*s secret vices. XXX. Nero bent on the destruc- 
tion ofPcetus Thrasea, and Bareas Soranus* XXII. 
Cossutianus accuses Thrasea.* XXIII. Ostorius Sabi-^ 
nus undertakes the charge against Bareas Soranus. 
Nero fixes the destruction both of Thrasea and Sora" 
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nu8 ai the time when Tiridates arrives at Rome to be 
invested with the crown of Armenia* Thrasea debates 
with his friends whether it were best for him to attend 
the senate. Different opinions on the subject. XXVII, 
The senate-house surrounded with guards. XXVIII. 
Bitter speech of Eprim Marcelhis against Thrasea. 
XXX. Servilia, the daughter of Soranus, involved in 
the same danger with her father. Her noble defence. 
Both condemned^ as also Thrasea. The choice of 
their d^ath left to themselves, Helvidius Priscus 
banished out of Italy. i , Montanus charged with writing 
- a satirical poem against Nero ; he is pardoned, but 
never to exercise any public office^ The three accusers, 
Eprius Marcellus, Cossutianus, and Ostorius Sabinus^ 
amply rewarded. > XXXIV. A qucestor sent to see 
'Thrasea finish his days. The remarkable behaviour of 
Thrasea, and his noble advice to the qtusstor. — [Th« rest 
of this book b lost.] 

These transactions passed, partly in the former consulship, 
and in the following year. 

Years * Of 
of Rome-^CIirlst. G)R9ul3. 

818 65 ^Silius Nerva, Atticus Vestrinus. 

(Caius Suetonius Paulinus, Caius Lucius 
\ Telesinus. 
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Nero, m consequence of his own ere- book 
dulity, became in a short time afterward v3^ 
the sport of fortune, and a subject of ^gYg.^' 
public derision. He believed the vision^ ^^' 
ary schemi^ of CeseUius ,Bassus, a na:tive 
of Carthage, of a crazed imagination, who 
relied on whatever occurred to him in his 
distempered dreams. This man arrived at 
Rome, and, by the influence of money 
well applied, gained admission to the pre- 
sence of the emperor. The secret, which 
he had to communicate, was, that on his 
own estate he had found a cavern of asto- 
nishing depth, in which were contained 
inunense stores of gold, not wrought inta 

VOL. IV. K 
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BOOS the form of coin, but in rude and shapeless 

v^-v-^ ingots, such as were in use in the early ages 

^'eVs.^* of the world. In one part of the cave 

^(55?* were to be seen vast massy heaps, and in 

other places columns of gold towering to a 

prodigious height ; the whole an immense 

treasure, reserved in obscurity to addr to 

the splendour of Nero's reign. To give 

probabiUty to his story, he pretended, that 

Dido, the Phoenician (a)^ when she fled 

from Tyre, and founded the qity of Car- 

^ thage, deposited her whole stock in the 

bawdb of the earth, ibat sa much weaMk 

might neitfacir prove the; bane of a neslr 

eolonya nor excite the avarice of the Nn* 

Hudaaa prinoesffAiv of themsdvea ahreadijp 

bos tile to her vaSdxit state. 

II. Nbeo n»ther weighed ther charactet 
of the maiAy nor the ciircumstances of so 
wild a report. He had not even the pre* 
eaution to send oommissiomers to iolbrm 
tkemselTes on the spot. He helped ta 
sptead the report ; he began to^ count faia 
HdM6, and dkpatdsed his agents to traos<- 
pxi the treasure to Rome. The ii^t 
galieys ^iscre equipped with erpedit^M^r 
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and a chosen band of 'mariners sent on book 

XV T 

board. . Rome, in the mean time^ was dis- s..^^' 
tracted with hope and fear, with doubt ^J^gp' 
and expectation. No other subject was ^^' 
talked of. The common people, with their 
nsual facility, believed every thing ; while 
men of reflection argued in a different 
manner. It happened that the quinquen- 
nial ^ames (aj were to close the second 
lustre of fiveyears. During that festival, the 
expected treasure was the subject on which 
the orators expatiated, and-the/ poets ex- 
hausted their invention. In their flights 
of fancy J. the earth was no longer tontent 
with pouring forth fmit and grain^ and pro^ 
ducing metals intermixed with veins of 
precious ore ;• the present fecundity she;wred 
that the gods were working miracles to 
bless the reign of Nero. These were the ; 
bright conceits, which flattery displayed 
with raptme, and eloquence adorned with 
her richest colouring. While the passions 
of Nero stood ready to receive every new 
device, fiction passed for truth, and nothing 
was too hypeibolifcal for thei ereduKty of 
the prince. 
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BOOK III. With such immoderate riches ui 
v^v^ view, no wonder that Nero launched out 
^'sYs.^* into greater profusion than ever. Deluded 
^05?' ^y ^^^ hopes, and sure of a supply for year* 
to come, he exhausted his treasury (a\ and 
began to anticipate his imaginary funds. 
He made assignments on the property, 
and granted with generosity what was not 
in his possession. The expectation of 
enormous wealth made him the bubble of a 
^ madman, and impoverished the public. In 
the mean time Bassus, the grand projector,' 
arrived at Carthage. In the presence of a 
number of soldiers, and a large ^ body of 
peasants employed as labourers, he dug up 
his grounds, and made his experiment in 
the adjacent fields, disappointed in one 
place, sure of success in another, still con- 
fident, and still miscarrying; till at length, 
.finding no subterraneous cave, and weary 
of the fruitless search, he abandoned his 
chimerical hopes, coming gradually to his 
, senses, yet wondering, that, of all his 
dreams, the last should be the only one 
that deceived him. Covered with shame, 
and dreading the resentment of the em« 
peror, he delivered himself from all his 
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troubles by a, voluntary death. . Accord- book 

XVI 

ing to some writers, he was instantly seized, v^-^^ 
and loaded with irons, till Nero ordered ^'gYg.^* 
him to be released, but seized his effects, ^'q^; 
determined to enjoy the fortunes of a wild 
adventurer, ssince he could not obtain the 
wealth of Dido. • 

IV: The time of contending for the 
prizes in the quinquennial games being 
near at hand, the senate, with intent to 
ward off from the emperor (a) the disgrace 
of being a candidate, offered to adjudge, 
in his favour, the victory in song, and the 
crown of eloquence. The fathers hoped, 
that honours freely granted would satisfy 
the prince, and prevent a ridiculous dis- 
play of theatrical talents. Nero retumed 
for answer, that he stood in no need of 
favour or protection. He depended on 
himself alone, and would fairly enter the 
lists with his competitors. The equity of 
the judges was to decide, and by that test 
he was wilUng to stand or fall. With that 
spirit he entered the scene, .and recited a 
poem of his own composition. The peo* 
pie, with earnest entreaty, prayed that he 
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BOOK would let them taste the supreme delight 
.wv-»^ of hearing and enjoying all his divine ac- 

A TT C^ 

.818. "• complishments. Such was the language 
^65?* of the populace. In compliance with tiieir 
wishes, he mounted the pubUc stage, con* 
forming in all things to the rules of the 
orchestra, where no perfdrmer was to sit 
down, nor to wipe the sweat £rom his face 
with any thing but his own garment, and 
never to spit or clear hjs ijostrils ia sight itf 
the audience. Having exhibited his skill, 
he went down on-his knee, and stretching 
forth his hands with pretended agitations 
of hope and fear, waited in that humble 
posture for the decision of the judges. The 
populace, accustomed to applaud the notes 
and gesticulations of the common players^ 
paid their tribute of adriiiration to the 
prince, with measured cadence, in one 
regular chorus of applause. You would 
have thought their joy sinciMie, and, per. 
haps, it was so in fact : the rabble wished 
to be diverted at any rate, and for the dis« 
grace that befel the state vulgar minds felt 
no concern. 

V. Thinkii;[g men were affected in 
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A very different manner. All who came book 
from the municipal towns, or the more re- v^^v^ 
mote parts of Italy, where some tincture ^'^i 
of ancient manners still remained ; and a ^^* 
considerable number, besides, who arrived 
from the provinces on public business, or 
their own private affairs, as yet strangers 
to vice, and undebauched by luxury,, be* 
held the scene with heaviness of heart. A 
spectacle, in which the prince exposed his 
frivolous talents, gave them the highest 
disgust. They thought the applause dis* . 
honest, but they were obliged to concur 
w^th the rest. They acted their part with 
warm, but awkward zeal. Their unprac- 
tised hands were easily tired ; they wef € 
not able to keep time in the grand concert, 
and, exerting tl^mselves without skill, they 
disturbed the general harmony. For every 
blunder they were chastised by the s<J- 
diers, who were stationed at their posts^ 
with orders to take care, that t?^e applause 
should be kept up with. spirit, 'without an 
interval of rest, ot silence. Itf is a certain 
&ct, that several Roman kni^ts, endea- 
vouring to make their way through the 
crowd, were crushed to death in Uie nar* 
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BOOK row passes (a) ; and that others, who kept 
their seats in the theatre day and night, fpU 
dangerously* ill. The dread of being ab- 
sent from such a performance was more 
alarming than the worst sickness that could 
happen. Besides the soldiers stationed in 
the theatre to superintend the audience, 
it is well known that a number of spies lay 
in ambUsh, to take down the names of the 
spectators, to watch their counteaiances^ 
and note every symptom of disgust or 
pleasure. Offenders of mean condition 
were punished on the spot. Men of dis- 
tinction were overlooked with an air^of 
calm neglect, but resentment was, only 
smothered for a time, to break out after-r 
wards with deadly hate. We are told, that 
Vespasian, for the crime of being ready to 
fall asleep, was obliged to endure the in- 
sulting language of one Phoebus, ah im- 
perial freedman, and was saved from 
harsher treatment by the intercession of 
men of rank and influence. The offence, 
however, w^s not entirely forgotten ; it re- 
mained in st6re for future vengeance ; but 
Vespasian was reserved, by his superior 
destiny, for^^e highest elevation. 
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VI. The public games were followed book 
by the death of Poppsea (a). She died of s^i-y^ 
a kick on her womb, which Nero gave her ^g^'.^ 
in a. sudden pass»on, though she was then ^^\ 
advanced in her pregnancy. Some writers 

will have it that she was carried off by a 
dose of poison ; but they assert it with 
more spleen than truth. Nero was desir- 
ous of having issue, and he loved his wife 
with sincere affection. Her body was not, 
according to the Roman ci^stom fbjj com- 
mitted to the funeral pile, but, after |he ^ 
manner of the eastern kings, embalmed 
with precious spices (c), and deposited ip 
the monument of the Juhan family* The 
ceremony was performed with great pomp, 
and Nero pronounced the funeral oration. 
He was lavish in praise of her beauty ; and 
the peculiar happiness of being the mother 
of an infant fdj enrolled among the gods, 
was a topic on which he dwelt with plea« 
sure. By enlarging on that and other ac- 
cidental circumstances, he made a pane* 
gyric, in which .not one virtue could find a 

place. 

• \ ' 

s 

VII. The death of Pop^sea occasioned 
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of a man brooding imschief ; a fierce re* book 
publican, who meditated another civil war, s.«nr^ 
and a revolt from the house of Caesar. But ^' ^' ^ 
to revive the name of a daring factious 
chief was not sufficient for the purposes of 
a turbulent incendiary: he was charged 
with seducing Lucius Silanus, a youth de^ 
scended from an illustrious line, bold, am* . 
bitious, enterprising, and, in the hands of 
ill designing men, a fit tool to spread the 
flame of rebellion. 

»> 
VIII. ISiL ANUS fajfyras no less an ob- 
ject of Nero's hatred. It was urged against 
him, as had been formerly done in the case 
of his uncle Torquatus, that he affected the 
style of imperial dignity, and had in his 
household train his mock-treasurers, his 
auditors of accounts, and his secretaries of 
state. Nothing could be more destitute of 
all foundation. Silanus saw the tyranny 
of those disastrous times, and from the fate 
of his uncle received a lesson of prudence. 
Lepida (bX the wife of Cassius, and aunt of 
Silanus, was also d6onled to fall a sacrifice 
to the unrelentiirg fury pf the prince. In* 
formers were suborned to accuse her of in* 
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BOOK cest with her nephew ; and, to swell th^ 
charge, they imputed to her impious sacri- 
' fices, magic rites, and horrible incanta- 
tions. Vulcatius Tullinus, and Marcellus 
Cornelius (cX of senatorian rank, with Cal- 
purnius Fabatus, a Roman knight, were in- 
volved in the prosecution. They appealed 
to the tribunal of the emperor, and, by re- 
moving the cause, prevented a final sen- 
tence. Nero was, at that time, brooding 
over crimes of the deepest dye, and 
having nobler game in view, he disdained 
to stoop to an inferior quarry. The 
three last were saved by their want of 
importance. 

IX. Cass I us and Silaijus were banished 
by a decree of the senate. The case of 
Lepida was referred to the prince. Cas- 
sius, in a short time after, was transported 
to the island of Sardinia, where Nero was 
content to leave him to old age and the 
decay of nature. Silanus was conveyed to 
Ostia, there, as was pretended, to embark 
for the isle of Naxos. He never reached 
that place. Barium faj^ a municipal city 
of Apulia, was the last stlige of his jour- 
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ney. He there supported life with a tem- feooit 
per that gaye dignity to undeserved mlsh v-^v^ 
fortune,, till a centurion, employed to com- ^gle.^ 
mit the murder, rushed upon him abruptly, "^P* 
That officer advised him to open his veins* 
" Death,^' said Silanus, " has been familiar 
" to my thoughts, but the honour of pre- 
" scribing to me I shall not allow to a ruf* 
" fiaii and a murderer/' The centurion, 
seeing that he had to do with a man, un- 
armed indeed, but robust and vigorous, 
not a symptom of fear in his countenance, 
but, on the contrary, an eye that sparkled 
with indignation, gave orders to his soldier* 
to seize their prisoner. Silanus stood on 
the defensive : what man could do without ^ 
a weapon he bravely djtred, struggling, 
and dealing his blows about him, till he fell ^ 
by the sword of the centurion, like a gal- 
lant officer, receiving honourable wounds, 
and facing his enemy to the last. 

X. Lucius Vetus, and Sextia his 
mother-in-law, with PoUutia his daughter, 
died with equal fortitude. Nero thought 
them a living reproach to himself for the 
murder of Rubellius Plautus (aj^ the son- 
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' BOOK m-law of Ludud Yetus. The root of bit^ 

* XVI 

k^-v^ terness rankled in Nero's hearty till Fortu-. 

,^^8/ * natus, one of the manumitted slaves of 

^6^^ Vetus, gave him an opportunity to wreak 

_ his vengeance on the whole family. The 

freedman had been employed by Vetus in 

the management of his a£fairs^ and having 

defrauded his master, he thought it time 

to add treachery to peculation, and give 

evidence against his patron. In this black 

designhe associated with himself one Clan-* 

4iii6 DemianuSy a fellow of an abandoned 

character, who had been chafged in Asia, 

while Vetus was pfoconsul of the province^ 

with various crimes, and sent to Rome in 

letters. To forward the prosecution, Nero 

set him at liberty. 

Vetus heard, with indignation, that the 
•evidence of a freedman was receive! 
against the life of his patron, an^d retired 
to his country-seat in the neighbourhood of 
Formiae. - A band of soldiers followed him, 
and beset his house. His daughter was 
then with him. A sense of form» injuries 
was still fresh in her mind. Sbe had seen / 
her husband, Rubdlius Plautus, massacred 
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by a baod of ruffians. Upon that occa? kxoi 
sion she opposed her person to the assas^ 3^ 
§in^s stroke: she clung to her husband's ^^'^* 
bleeding meek, and preserved the garrafent ^^^ 
stained with his blood. From that time 
ROlhiDg'cQuId assuage her sorrows : she re^ 
mained a widow, a prey to grief, inconsoU 
able^ loathing all food, except what was 
necessary for the support of nature. la 
the present distress, by her father's advice^ 
she set off foe Naples, where Nero then re;- 
sided. Not being admitted to hi« pre- 
snence) she watchdi the palace*gates, and, 
aa soon as he came forth, she cried aloud^ 
" Hear my father, hear an innocent man; 
" he was your colleague fb) in the consul-* 
" ship ; extend your mercy, nor let him 1^1 
^^ a sacrifice to the pernicious arts of a 
" vile abandoned slave/' She persisted, as 
oflen as Nero passed, to renew her appli- 
cation^ sometimes in tears and misery of 
heart ; often in a tone of vehemence, roused 
by her sufferings above the weakness of hw 
sex. But ndithcr tapirs nor reproaches had 
any effect on the cruelty of Nero: insen- 
able to both, aad heedless of tlie popular 
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BOOK hatredi he remained obdurate and impla^ 
v^v^ cable* 

A.U.C. 

^^: XI. PoLLUTiA returned to her father, 
and, dince not a ray of hope was left, ex* 
horted him to meet his fate with a becom- 
ing spirit. Intelligence arrived at the same 
time, that preparations for the trial were 
going on with rapidity, and that the sensite 
shewed a disposition to pronounce the se- 
verest sentence. Among the friends of 
Cassius some were of opinion, that the 
surest way to secure part of his fortune for 
his grand-children, would be by making 
the 6mperor heir in chief. He rejected 
that advice as unworthy of his character. 
Having lived his days with a spirit of inde- 
pendence, he resolved to die with honour* 
He distributed the money then in his pos- 
session among his slaves, and ordered them 
to remove for their own use all the ejflfects 
that could be carried off, with an excep- 
tion of three couches, to serve as funeral 
beds for himself and his family. 

They retired to die together. In the 
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sam^ chamber, and with the same instru- book 

XVI 

nient, the father, the mother-in-law, and 
the daughter, opened their veins, and, with- 
out any other covering than such as de- 
cency required, were conducted to a warm 
bath ; the father with his eyes fixed upon 
his daughter; the grandmother gazing on 
the same object ; and she, in return, look- 
ing with tender affection on both Her pa- 
rents ; each of them wishing to avoid the 
pain of seeing the others in the pangs of 
death, and praying to be released. Na- 
ture pursued her own course. They died 
in the order of their respective ages, the 
oldest first. After their decease, a prose- 
cution was carried on in due form of law, 
and all three were adjudged to capital pu- 
nishment. Nero so far 6pposed the sen- 
tence, as to give them the liberty of choos- 
ing their mode of dying. When the tra- 
gedy was already performed, such was the 
farce that followed. 

* 
XII. PuBLius G ALIUS, a Roman 
knight, for no other crime than his inti- 
macy with Fenius Rufus (a)^ and some con- 
nection with Vetus, was interdicted from 

VOL. IV. L 
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w>v^ who betrayed his master, aod the ^qews^r, 
^ m.^* who uadertook ih© cbaduct of the pro»Q- 
^f- cation, obtained, to reward their viJlany, » 
seat in the theatre among the officer* who 
follow in the train of the tribunes. The 
month of April was already styled by the 
name of Nero r^t;, and, in like mannor. May 
w^s changed to that of Claudius, and June 
•to Germanicus. Cornelius Orfitua was the 
author qf this innovation. His reason for 
the last was; heeaune the two Torquati (c) 
suffered in the^ month of June, and that in- 
auspicious name ought, therefore, to be 
abolished from the calendar, 

. XIII. To the blood and horror, that, 
made thi^ year for ever memorable, we may 
add the vengeance of Heave^i, deelared in 
jitorms and tempeats, and epidemic diaorr 
ders, A violent hurricane^ made th« cQUft*- 
try of Campania a scene of desolaticHi; 
whole villages were overthrown; planta- 
tions were torn up by the roots, and the 
hopes of the year destroyed* The furjj^ of 
the storm was felt in the neighbourhood 
of Rome, where, without any appt^ent 
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c^vsQ m tke> Atmosphere, a contagiou9 book 
(Jiatemper broke out, and swept away a v^^^ 
va$t number of the inhabitants. The ^'aVs.^ 
houses were filled with dead bodies, ftnd e^T 
the streets with funeral processions. Nei- 
tb0r g^x npr age escaped, Slaves and men 
of ingenuous birth were carried off, without 
distinction^ aniidst the shrieks and lament^* . 
fttjonij of their wiyep and children. Nura-^ 
b^rs, while they assisted their ejcpiring 
friends, or bewailed their loss, were sud- 
denly seiaed, and burnt on the «ame 
funeral pile. The Roman knights and se- 
nators! suffered the common lot of mortal- 
ity; but death delivered them from the 
power of the tyrant, and, for that reasoni^ 
they wer© not regretted. \ 

In the course of the year new levies were 
Qj^de in Narbon Gaul, and likewise in 
An^i and Africa^ in order to recrait the le- 
g^onfi in lUyricumai at that time much jre* 
4i*ced by the discbarge of such as by age 
QT infifnp^ity wer^ rendered unfit for service^ 
The city of Xiyons halving before this timQ 
mff^red a dreadful disaster f«j, Nero, to 
relieve tfce inJiabit^^ntSj ordered a remit- 

l2 ^^ 
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BOOK tance of forty thousand sesterces, being the 
,v— v-O amount of what that city granted (h) to the 
818 * treasury of Rome in a period of distraction 
65. " and public distress. 

^'siQ^' XIV. Caius Suetonius and Lucius 
^^- Telesinus entered on the consulship. Dur- 
ing their administration, Antistius Sosi- 
Bnus, formerly banished (a)^ as has been 
mentioned, for a satirical poem against 
Nero, began to think of regaining his li- 
berty. He heard of the high estimation in 
Ivhich informers were held q,t Rome, and 
the bias of Nero's nature to acts of cruelty. 
A bold and restless spirit like his was ready 
-for any project, and he possessed a promp*- 
/ titude of mind that quickly saw how to 
seize his opportunity. There was, at that 
time, an exile in the same place, famous 
for his skill in the arts of Chaldean astro- 
logy, and, on that account, intimate with 
Several families. His name was Pammenes, 
Antistius entered into a league of friend-^ 
ship with him. Their mutual sufferings en- 
deared them to each ot|jer. The-astrologor 
had frequent consultations, and niessengers 
/ were every day crowding to his house. 
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Antistius judged that such a concourse book 
could not be without reasons of important v-^w 
consequence. He found that Pammenes ^'g^*.^*" 
received an annual pension from Anteius ; ^q^' 
a man, on account of his attachment , to 
Agrippiha, obnoxious to the emperor, and 
by his riches likely to tempt the avarice of 
a prince, who had already cut off some of 
the most opulent and illustrious men in 
^Rome. 

Antistius kept a watchful eye upon his 
new friend. He intercepted letters from 
Anteius, and gained access to other secret 
papers, in which was contained a calcula- 
tion of the nativity of Anteius, with many 
particulars relating to the birth and future 
fortune of Ostorius Scapula ('bj. Armed 
with these materials, he represented, by 
letters to Nero, that Jie had discoveries of 
the first importance, involving even the " 
safety of the prince, and, if he might revisit 
Rome for a few days, the whole should be 
brought to light, with all the machinations 
of Anteius and Ostorius Scapula, who, 
beyond all doubt, were engaged in a trea- 
sonable design, and had been jprying into 
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their Own destiny, and that 

house. In consequence of these letters, a 



BOOK their Own destiny, and that of the imjierial 



AUG 

'gig. * light galley was dispatched, and Antistius 
60." was conveyed to Romfe. His arrival, and 
the business on which he came> were no 
sooner known, than AnteiuS and Ostoriu* 
were considered as devoted victims, inso- 
much that the former could not find a 
friend bold enough to be a witness to his 
will (c)y till Tigellinus advised him to settlfe 
his affairs without loss of time. Anteius 
swallowed & dose of poison } but finding 
the operation slow and tedious^ he dpened 
his veins, and put a period to hife existence* 

XV. OsTotiius, at this time, ^as at a 
distance from Rome, amusing himself Ott 
his own estate near the confines of Liguria,. 
A centurion was sent with orders to dis^ 
patch him. Nero had his reasons for de«- 
siring this business to be done with expe»- 
dition. He knew the military character of 
Ostorius, and the high reputation, with 
which he had gained the civic crown in 
Britain (a). He dreaded a man renowned 
in arms, remarkable for his bodily vigoui*, 
and a thorough master of the art of war. 
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From a general of hie experience he lived book 
in fear of a sudden attack^ and the late 
conspiracy kept him in a constant alarm^ 
Hie centurion obeyed his orders, afid hav4 
ing first secured all the avdnnes round the 
boUse, oommtmiGated the empetor's orders* 
O^torius turned dgaitist himself that couragd 
which had often tnade the 6nemy fly before 
him* H6 opened his Veins, but, though 
the incisiou was large^ the blood flowed 
with' languor. He called a slave to his 
assistance^ and having directed him to hold 
ji poniard with a firm and steady hand, he 
lidd hold of the m tin's arm^ and applying 
hiii throat to thb {>Qint^ rtished on certain 
death. 

XVI. If the .narrative, in which I am 
engaged, presented a detail of foreign 
warfe, and a register of men, who died with 
honour in the service of their country, even 
in that case, a continued train of disasters^ 
crowding fast upon one another, would 
fatigue the writer, and make the reader 
turn, with disgust, from so mariy ttagic 
issues, honourable indeed, but dark, me*^ ' 
lancholy, and too much of a colouf. How 
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XVI . 

s-v^ present subject he found irksome, and 
^gYg.^' even repulsive! We have nothing before 

^0^' us but tame servility, and a deluge of blood 
spilt by a tyrant in the hour of peace. The 
heart recoils from the dismal story. Bu£ 
let it be remembered by tiiose, who may 
hereafter think these events worthy of their 
notice, that I have discharged the duty of an 
historian, and if, in relating the fate of so 
many eminent citizens, who resigned their 
lives to the will of one man, I mingle tears 
with indignation, let me be allowed to feel 
ifor the unhappy. The truth is, the wrath of 
Heaven was bent against the Roman state. 
The calamities that followed cannot, like 
the slaughter of an army, or the sacking 
of a city, be painted forth in one general 
draught. Repeated murders must be gii^en 
in succession ; and, if the remains of illus^ 
trious men are distinguished by their fune* 
ral obsequies from the mass of the people, 
may it not be considered is a tribute due 
to their memory, that, in like manner, their 
deaths should be snatched from oblivion, 
and that history, in describing the last act 
of their lives, should give to each his di- 
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stinct and proper character, for the in- book 
formation of posterity ? o-v^ 

A.U,Q. 
819.- 

XVH I PROCEED to add to the list of ^eg^ 
murdered citizens, Annaeus Mela, Cerealis 
Anicius, Rufius Crispinus, and Petronius. 
In the compass of a few days they were all 
cut off, as it were at one blow. Mela 
atfd Crispinui^ were no higher than Roman 
knights ; but in fame and dignity of cha- 
racter equal to the most distinguished sena« 
tors. Crispinus, at one time, commanded 
the praetorian bands; he was afterwards 
invested with the consular ornaments, but 
lately charged as an accomplice in the 
conspiracy, and banished to the island of 
Sardinia (a). At that place he received 
the emjperor's mandate, and died by his 
own hand. Mela (h) was brother to Seneca 
and Gallic. He abstained through life 
from the pursuit of civil honours, vainly 
flattering himself, thq.t a simple knight 
could rise to the highest splendour, and 
tower above the consular dignity. By re- 
maining in his rank, he was qualified to 
act in the administration of the imperial 
revenue, and that employment he thought 
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too< tiie ahdrtest road to iEnmodeiate rkdies. He 
' was the father of Lucan, the poet, and from 



^*8?&.^* such a son fcj derived additional lustre* 
^^* When Lucan was no more, Mela en- 
deavoured . to recover th^ whole of his 
property fdj; but proceeding with toO 
tAttch eagerness^ he provoked the enmity 
of Fabius Romanus, one of the poet's inti-^ 
mate friends* ThiiS man framed a (Charge 
against the fatljen He accused him of 
bding engaged with his son in the late 
. (tonspiracy, and, for that purpose, forged 
several letters in the name of Lucan. 

Nero WAS eager to seize his prey : he 
panted for his rich^, and with that view 
dent the letters as evidence of his guilt* 
Mi&la had fecOurse to the mode of death, 
at that time deemed the easiest, and, for 
that reason^ most in vogue* He opened 
his veins> and eScpired. By his will he be- 
queathed a large sum to Tigellinus, and to 
his son-in-law, Cossutianus Capito, hoping 
by that bequest to secure the remainder for 
. his family. A clause, it has been said^ was 
added to the will, asserting the innocence 
of the deceased, and the flagmnt injustice 
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of cutting him off, while such men M Ru* book 
fiui CrisplnuB and Anidiufe Cerealts were wvr^ 
suffered to live in liecuritj, though they were ^"sSg.^ 
both envenomed enemies of the prince. The ^g^ 
clause) however^ was thought to be iabii- 
cBted) with a view to justify the murder of 
CrispinuB, which watt already pefpetr&ted» 
and to hasten the sentence then in ftgit,a^ 
lion against Cerealis, who, in a few days 
afterwards^ dispatched himself. He fell 
unlamented. The public remembered that 
he formerly discovered a conspiracy (i) to 
Caligula, and, for that reason, no man re- 
gretted him in his «nd. 

XVIII. With regard to Caius Petro- 
nius (u)f his character, his court© df life, 
suid the singularity of his manners, seem to 
merit particular attention. He passed hit 
days in sleep, and his nights in business, or 
in joy and revelry. Inddence was at once 
his passion, and his road to fame. What 
others did by vigour and industry, he ao- 
complished by his love of pleasure and 
luxurious ease. Unlike the men who pro- 
fess to understand social enjoyment, and 
ruin <^eir fortunes, he led a life of expence, . 
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BOOK without profusion ; an ejpiture,. yet nqt a 
K..^-^ prodigal; addicted to his appetites, hut 
^gV^.^' with taste and judgement; a refined and- 
^'e^' elegant voluptuary. Gay and airy in his 
conversation, he charmed bj^ a certain 
graceful neghgence, the more engaging as 
it flowed from the natural frankness of his 
dispojsition. With all this delicacy, and 
careless ease, he shewed, when he was go- 
vernor of Bithynia, and, afterwards, in the 
year of his consulship, that vigour of mind 
and softness of manners may well unite in 
the same person. With his love of sen- 
suality he possessed talents for business. 
From his public station he returned to his 
usual gratifications, fond of vice, or of plea- 
sures that bordered upon it. Hiis gaiety 
recommended him to the notice of the 
prince. Being in favour at court, and 
cherished as the companion of Nero in all 
his select parties, he was allowed to be the 
arbiter of taste and elegance. Without 
. the sanction of Petronius* nothing was ex- 
quisite, nothing rare or deliciorts. 

Hence the jealousy of Tigellinus, who 
dreaded a rival in the good graces of the 
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emperor almost his equal ; in the science book 



of luxury his superior, Tigellinus deter- v,-*-v-^ 
mined to work his downfall; and^ accord- ^sY'^' 
ingly, addressed himself to the cruelty of ^^^f 
the prince; that master-passion, to which 
all other affections and every motive were 
sure to give way. He charged Pctronius 
with having lived in close intimacy with 
Scevinus (b)j the conspirator ; and, to give 
colour to that assertion, he bribed a slave 
to turn informer against his master. The 
rest of the domestics were loaded with 
irons. Nor was Petronius suffered to make 
his defence. 



XIX. Nero, at that time, happened to 
be on one of his excursions into Campania. 
Petronius had followed him as far as Cuma^ 
but was not allowed to proceed further 
than^ that place. He scorned to linger in 
doubt and fear, and yet was not in a hurry 
to leave a world which he loved. He 
t)pened his ^ veins, and closed them again, 
at intervals losing a small quantity of 
blood, then binding up the orifice, as his 
own inclination prompted. He conversed 
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wv^ never changipg^ hia habitual manner^ nor 
^ aVg.^ talking sentence* to ehew hit contempt of 

^dfl?' death. He listened to his frieiids» who en^ 
deavoured to entertain hin), net with grave 
discourses on the immortftlity of the »oul, 
or the moral wiadooi of philosophery, but 
with strains of poetry^ and verses of a gay 
and natural turn. He distributed presents 
to some of his servants, and ordered others 
to be chastised. He walked out for hii 
amusement, and even lay down to sleep* 
In this last scene of his life he acted with 
such calm tranquillity, that his deatbt 
though an act of necessity, seemed no 
more than the decline of nature. In his 
will he scorned to follow the e?^amp)e of 
others, who, hke himself, died under thr 

; tyrant's strokes he neither ^atter^d th? 
cmperot, nor Tigellinus, nor any of th« 
creatures of the court; but having writteOf 
under the fictitious naxaes of pr(^ligat» 
mm and women, a narrative of Nero's ^^ 
hauchery, and his new modes of vice (0)9 
he had the spirit to send to the empcoror 
that satirical romance* sealed with hii owa 
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9ea1» which he toc^ care to break, that, book 

' XVI 

after his death, it might not be used for ww 
the destruction of any person whatever. ^'^gf^ 

XX. Nbbo 8aw> with surprise, his clan* 
dejatine passions, and thQ secrete of his mid*- 
night revels, laid open to the world. To 
whom the discovery waa to be imputed 
EtiU remained a doubt. Amidst his con^ 
jectures, Siha, who by her marriage with a 
senator had risen into notice, occurred to 
his memory- This woman had often pror 
cured for the libidinous pleasures, of the 
prince, and lived, besides, in close intif 
maoy 'with Petronius. Nero concluded 
that she had betrayed him, and for that of^ 
Ibnce ordered her into banishment Having 
made that sacrifice to his own resentment, 
he gave another victim to glut the rage of 
Tigellinua, naiQely, Numlcius Ubiernius, a 
man of pnpstorian ratnk. An aocusation 
preferred against the favourite, by a slav* 
enfranchised by Thermus, was the cause 
that provok^ the vengeance of Tigellinus. 
For that daring attempt against a man in 
power the informer suflfered on the rack. 
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XVI. 

business, was put to death. 

XXI. Nero had not yet satiated his vin- 
dictive fury. He had spilt the best blood 
in Rome, and now, in the persons of Paetus 
Thrasea and Bareas Soranus, ,he hoped to 
destroy virtue itself. His rancour to those 
two illustrious citizens had been long work- 
ing in his heart. Thrasea, in particular, 
was the devoted object, and various mo- 
tives conspired against him. When the 
business of Agrippina faj was brought be- 
fore the senate, it will be in the memory of 
the reader, that Thrasea withdrew from the 
debate. Afterwards, in the youthful sports, 
called juvENALEs, he seldom attended^ 
and never with the alacrity which was ex- 
pected. This cold indiflference was the 
more grating to the prince, as Thrasea, at 
Padua, his native, city, not only assisted at 
the games of the cestus, originally insti« 
tuted by Antenor, the fugitive from Troy, 
but also performed in the habit of a tra- 
gedian. It was further remembered, that, 
when Antistius, the praetor, was in danger 
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of beiHg capitally candetnned forhis f erees boOh 
ievelled>at /Napo. Thrasea was the -author s^gp^^ 
ofa milder sentence f'ft.^: There was still ^'s?^^ 
another circurostance : when divine hc^ ^^' 
liours ^ere decreed to Boppaeai he wilfully 
al^sented himBelf^ ' nor did lie dftetward^ 
attend her fbiieraLi Thaseofiences were 
not suDTered to sink into . oblivion. The 
whole was treasured up by. Oosautianus 
Cap! to (c), a man, who to a bad heart and 
talents for every species of iniquity united 
iiiotives of personal ilUwill to Thrase^, 
vhich he nourished in secr^, eter since 
the victory obtained over him in a charge 
of extortion condiicted by the deputies 
from Cilicia, and supported with all the 
credit and eloiquence of Thrasea*.. 



■0-) ' .'; -a! 



. ; XXIL The fertile genius of the pro^- 
isecutor was not at a. lofes fori new allega- 
tions. The heads, i of his vdhfarge ^: were, 
" that Thrasea made si 'a^'poibt to avoid 
" renewing the oath of fidelity usual at the 
-^- begiAniag of the yeahfOi^f^^apod, though a 
it^ member of the quindece^ viral college, 
t- he. hfever .assisted ativthe ceremony of 
4**^ offering vows tor »the: safety of the prince, 

VOL. IV. M 
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soos ^^ ftnd tibe preservation of ihat melodioQ* 
" voice. A magistrate formerly of unre* 



^'eYg-^* ^ • milting assiduity, he took a part in eyerj 

^^' ^' debate, supporting or opposing the moot 

^^ trifling motions; and now what ia. his 

^^ conduct? For three years together he 

^^ has not so much as entered the senaite f 6> 

** Even on a late occasion, when the busir 

^ ness relating to Silanus and Vetus drew 

*^ the fathers to a crowded meeting, Thrasea 

^^ was not at. leisure ; the affairs of his 

^* clients engrossed his attention, and the 

*' patriot was detained from the senate by 

** his own petty concerns. What is (tm 

'^ but a public secession? He is at the 

^' head of a faction, and if his partisans 

^' take fire from his example, a civil war 

" must be the consequence. Csesar and 

'^ Cato were the names that formerly kept 

" the world . awake ; at present, in a city 

*^ ever rent by discord, Nero and Thraaea 

^' engage th^ pubtic mind. 

"^^ The popular demagogue has his sec^ 
'^ taries and his followers ; a set of tten 
^^ not yet, like their master, ambitiously 
^^ senteotious, but, in imiteitioQ of his iniea 
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^ and manners, sullen; jrioomy, and dis- book 

XVI 

*^ «)ntented. By the formalities of their v.-,^ 
^ rigid discipline they hope to throw dis- ^'^ig?* 
^^ grace on the gay and elegant manners of ^?* 
^- their sovereign. Your preservation, Nero, 
*^ is of no moment to Thrasea : he di$re- 
f^ gardfi your safety : he degpises your ac- 
^ complishmentfi. 4re your aff?tirs in a 
** train of prosperity, he is still dejected- 
^ Has any untoward event disturbed your 
*♦ peace of mind, he enjoys your distmss, 
" and in secret pampers hinaself with your 
^ ajffliction. The same spirit that riefu^ed 
♦* to swear on the acts of Julius Caesar and 
H Augustus, denies the divinity of Pop*- 
** paea. He turns religion to a jestj and 
*^ sets the laws at defiance. The journals 
^f of the Roman people ("c/were never read 
*• by the provinces and the armies with so 
^ much avidity, as in. the present juncture; 
f^ and the reason is, the history of the 
(fi times .is the history of Thrasea's cour 
i1*fkiniacy. 

. ^ Jf the syst^wi erf thi^ wise philosopher 
^' and profK^u^d. politician merits attentioci, 
" let us, at once, embrace his doctrine ; if 
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%..^v^ " innovation their leader and their oracle. 
^'m^' ^* The sect whose precepts he affects to 

^fi6?* " admire, has ever been proud and dogma- 
" tical, busy, bold, and turbulent It was 
" that stoic school that formed the Tube- 
** ros (d), and the Favonii ; names detested 
** even by the old repubKc. And what is 
" now the principle of the whole faction ? 
^* To subvert the fabric of a great empire, 
" they hold forth the name of liberty ; if 
" they succeed, they will destroy eveii 
^^ liberty itself. Of what use can it be to 
" Nero, that he has banished a Cassius^ if 
" the followers qf Brutus are still allowed 
^* to flourish, and multiply their numbers ? 
** Upon the whole, you have no occasion^ 
**. Caesar, to write to the senate ; you need 
" not mention Thrasea to that assembly! 
"leave him to our management^ and the 
" judgment of the fathers/' Nero prised 
the zeal of Cossutianus, and added fiiry ti^ 
a mind already bent on mischief To Ibr- 
ward Ijiis villainy, he gave him for a coad- 
jutor Eprius Marcellus, an orator of a tur- 
bulent spirit and overbearing eloquence. 

XXIII. Thik prosecution against Bareas 
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Soranus was already ia the hands of Osto* boor 

XVI 

rius Sabinus^ a Roman knight. Soranus ww 
was returned from his proconsular govern- sio- ' 
ment of Asia. His conduct in the province ^tie* ' 
stood distinguished by justice and the 
rectitude of his measures; but by the 
jealousy of Nero the virtues of the mini^ 
ster were converted into crimes. He had 
opened the port of Ephesus, and left 
iinpuQished the obstinate resistance of 
the people of Pergamus, who refused to . 
let Acratus (a)^ one of the emperor's freed^ 
men, carry off the statues and pictures 
that adorned their city. This meritorious 
conduct was an offence not to be forgiven \ 
but ccmstructive crimes were to be held 
forth to the public. The heads of the ao* 
cusation were, that Soranus had contracted 
a close and intimate friendship with Plau- 
tus (h)^ and had endeavoured by popular 
arts to incite the eastern provinces to a 
revolt To decide the fate of two upright 
citizens, Nero chose a juncture favourable 
to his dark design. Tiridates was on his 
way to Rome, to receive the diadem of 
Armenia from the hands of the emperor. 
He thought it probable, tJ^iat, in the spleij- 
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foOK dour of that blagnificeAt «<;6Ae, the horrors 
of domestic cruelty would bie lost ; per^ 



'^iig.^" haps, it seemed a fait opportunity td dls-- 
^wf* pJay to a foreign prince the grandtur of a 
Roman empferor, and convince him, by 
the murder of two eminent citizen^^ that 
the imperial power was nothing short of 
oriental despotism. 

XXIV. Tnt^ city went forth in crowd* 
to meet the emperor fajj and gaze at the 
eastern monarch. Thrasea received orders 
not to appear on the occasion. A mind 
like his was not to be disconcerted. With 
. his usual fortitude he sent a memorial to 
the prince, requesting to know by what 
act of his life he had deserved such a mark 
of displeasure. He pledged himself, if a 
fair hearing were granted^ to confute his 
enemies,' and place his Innocence in the 
clearest light. Nefo received the memo- 
rial with eager curiosity, expecting to find 
that Thrasea, under the operation of fear, 
had descended to the language of flattery, 
and tarnished his own honour by magni- 
fying the glory of the prince. Stung by 
disappointment, he refused to grant an 
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irad«ei)ce« TM eight of that illustrious jm( 
citizen^ the couiiteoancei, the spirit,, tmd 



the virtue of the mash were too much to ^>^*'' 
encounter. He ordered the senate to be ^J^ 
iMmvened. Thrasaa, in the mean tiitie, 
consulted with his friends, ^hkh woitld ' 
be most advbabie, to enter at large into 
his defence, or to behave with silent in-* 
dignation. They were divided i» their 
opinions. 



XXV. SoiiiiE advised hira to enter the 
senate, and confront his enemies in the 
jptresenee of that assembly. ** Of hk con- 
*^ stancy no doubt could be entertained; 
.** they knew that nothing dould fall from 
-^f him unworthy of himself. Every wowi 
** from his lips would tend to augment hie 
^ glory. When danger threatened, to talae 
'^^ shelter in the shitde of obscia^ty, w«jne 
'* t2»e act of a degenerate ffwit. Fpr him, 
^^\hfR. ou^t to have the. pemph i^nd him 
.^VtoM>ehold the scene; a gsetit man ad- 
^^^wncing bravdy to meet his fa^p would 
^ be a ^ctacle worthy of ti^ir appiattse. 
'^ The senate Vodkl hear with; astonish^ 
:^ jnent the energy of tmlh^ and the sub- 
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noon: " lime of virtue^ " Bvehr sentiment ^toacn 
Icvi . 

>»v^ *^ the month of Thmseta ii^odd ris^ superioF 

^m, ^ *^ to humanity, and g»uwd'4fa the fathers as 

^§^ •^ if some god addressed th^m. Even tha 

** heart of Nero migh* for once rel^t* 

1^ Should it happen otherwise ; ^ould his 

^obdurate nature still persist; posterity 

^^ would crown with immortal glory the un- 

^^ daunted citizen, who distinguished him* 

"self from those unhappy victims, :u/t^ 

" bowed their necks to the tyrant's stroke, 

^* arid crept in silence to their grave*?* "^ 






XXVI. Others were of a diffi»aqt 

dprnion, convinced that his best .plan :w6ciM 

Ite to wait the issue at his own hoils^. 

-They «poke o? Tb#a!sea hitasdf andilhe 

« dignity of his chaikcter in the higfieSt 

«erms, hnt they dreaded) t^at his a^v^ei^^- 

Ties wolild pour forth a torwbt of insdencife 

ahd opprobfkops language. ^^Tkety deated 

^•^^that he wbpM not suffdrrhis:bar tolbe 

•^^ wounds Mrith scumriKty ahd vile igUrase. 

^^ Gossutiaftms: and Efpdui^ >Maiscelliis wie^ 

^ not' the only enemies of virtqe : tifere 

t^ were others, whosei brutal rage might iur 

ffdte them tQ outrage, and even violence 
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** t6 his p^ncMi; The cruelty of Nero left boor 

XVI 

♦^oicaie at liberty. In a general panic, wy^^ 
^* good men might follow the wont ex- ^'gVg.^* 
^ ^Daple. . It would become the character ^^ 
• * of /Thrasea, to rescue from infamy that 
^^ august assembly, which bb presence had 
" so long adorned* If he did not attend 
^^ the meeting, the part, which, after hear^: 
^* ing.Thrasea in his. own defence^ the 
*^ Others might have acted, will remain 
^* {»r6fadematica} ; and by that .uncertainty 
^* the hononr of the senate may be saved. 
" To hope that Nero would bhish for hii 
^Climes, were to misunderstand bis. cha- 
<*^jracter.- His unrelenting cruelty would 
'^ itadst probably .fall on Thrasea's wife,.ori 
^* bis whole family,' and: all that were dear 
*^ to* him. For these ^reasons, an eminent 
,^*: intizen, who had ever supported the ho- 
1^ noar of his name, and still flourished 
> ^ith unblemished integrity, would do 
f * wdl to remember who were the teachers 
^^ of wisdom, that funmbed the principles 
*' and the model of his conduct Since he 
♦* j^d crowded into his tile all their "virtues, 
" it woidd becoihe him to emulate their 
**" glory in his fall/' 
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BOOK Aralefius Riisticiia (a) asakted at this 
consultation. He was, at that time, a tii- 
8*/^^ bune of the people ; a youn^ man of sen- 
^^ timent, eag^r to be in action, and warm 
with the^ lave of ^ory. He offered to in- 
terpose, by his tlribunitiain audiority, to 
prevent a decree of the senate. ** For- 
" bear/' said Thrasea ; " and leani, yonng 
man, to restrain this impetuous ar- 
dour. By a rash opposition you canxiot 
" save your friend, and you may being 
*^ down ruin on yoursdf. For iiw, I hiave 
*^ lived my days; my couiBe isr well nigh 
^^ finished ; it now remaons, that I i^each 
the goal with undiniinished honour. As 
to you, my frJeiwdi yon have but latety 
^^ entered the eareer of civil dignities* Life 
is before you, and you have not as yet 
pledged yourself to the public Ere you 
take a decided part, it will bAove you 
'^ to ccmsider wdithe times upon which 
** you are fallen, arid the princi^des which 
** you mean to aviow;^ Having thus de- 
clared his ^ntiments, he gave no opinion 
concerning the propriety of appearing in 
the senate, but reserved the cfucstion for 
his own private meditation. 
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^ XXVIL-Ok tiie ibUdwkigdaj t'Wo pra^ book 
toriai\ cohorts, under arms, surrounded the 



temple of Venus. A body of citizens, with ^'stg!^' 
smndsih boaceaAed foene«th their gowns, ^^6^ 
invested all thb avenuds. > In die^ Ibrooa, 
th« open squares, aad round the adjoisiBig 
tampiied, bands of soldiers taok thdr ttan 
tbn» and thronirgb that A^itary array die 
Mfiators wtapt' obliged t& pass^ surroandfed 
by aoldt«i% and pneiorian giMn^ds. Theai^ 
semblywas^ opfened by Perot's qieestdr TaA 
widi a speeish in the tMude ^-the piid(^e, 
edmplaifiiiig, ** tbati tbe ^era^ftidi^pai'- 
ticular name was ineiiKtitm^d) ^"deserted 
** the |Aibii&:in<«ft»t, and by their exaHiple 
t* tau^t the iRdmian knights to loiter a^y 
** their titit<^ in slothy and IxtatteHtion to the 
** wel&re of the state* Ko* could it be 
** matter of wonder, that tlie senator 4l%m 
^* the distant provinces no loafer attetided 
*^ their duty?, when men of consuUr r«*kj 
** afld eveti of sacerdolal dignity^ thought 
'* of nothing brft the embeHi^iment of t*ielr 
♦* villas, and the beauty of their gardens 
^* and pleaBure-gMUftds." Ijhas '■ message 
was intended to be a weapbn in the hands 
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BOOK of the nctmen^ and their malice kbew how 

XVL . 

Wipv^ to use iL 
A. u. c. 

Big. 

^is^' XXVIII. CossuTiANUs took the lead. 
£p]ius Marcellus followed him^ with more 
force. andacrimony; "The commonwealth/' 
he said, " is on the brink of ruin. Certabi 
" turbulent spirits rear their crest so high 
^ that no room is left for the milder virtues 
?* of the prince. The senate for sonne time 
" past has been negligent, tame,, and pasr 
^ sive. Your lenity, conscript fatJiets, 
^Vyour lenity has given encouragement : to 
** sedition. It is in consequence, of your 
"indulgence that Thrasea ^presumes to 
" trample on the laws ; that his son-iurlaw, 
^' Helyidins Prisons (a% adopts the same per* 
" nicious. principles ; that Paconius Agrip- 
" pin us (bj^ with the inveterate hatred 
" towards, the house of Ceesar, which he 
" inh^ts from his father, declares open 
^^ hostility ; and that Curtius MontanusTc:^ 
^^ in seditious verses spreads abroad the 
" venom of his pen. Where is Thras^ 
" now ?, I want to see the man of copsular 
** rank in bis. place ; I want to see. the 
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** sacerdotil dignitery c^erihg up vow boor 
^^ the emperor ; I want to see the citizen wv^ 
** taking the oaths of fidelity. Perhaps ^aw.^ 
^ that haughty spirit towCTs above the fetws ^q^ 
and the religion of our ancestors ; per^ 
haps he means to throw off the-mask^ 
^^ and own himself a traitor and an enemy 
" to his country. Let him appipar in this 
•'assembly; let the patriot come; let the 
^' leader of faction shew himself; the man 
^' who so often played the orator in this 
"assembly, and took under his patronage 
'^ the inveterate enemies of the prince. 
" Let us hear his plan of government. What 
" does he wish to change? What abuse • 
" does he mean to reform ? If he came 
'^ every day with objections, the cavilling 
'* spirk of the man might tease, per^rfexV 
^* and embarrass us; but now his sullen 
"silence is worse; it condemns every thing 
" in the gross. And why all this discon* ' 
" tent? A settled p^ce prevails in every 
" quarter of the empire : does that afHict 
"him? Our armies, without the effusidnof 
'* Roman blood, have been victorious: is 
"that the cause : of bis disaifection ? He 
" sicfcens in th» taayist of prosperity; he 



Digitized 



by Google 



A^D. 



BOOK ** rc^es at tbe fiouruSiiiig state of hii 
v.-v«^ ** cduntnr : he desert&the forum ; he mcM^. 
91^ * ** the theatre, and the temples of the city ; 
^ he threatens to abjure bis country, atid 
^^ retnre into voluntary banishment j he ac- 
^* knowledges none of your lawsj your 
♦* decreet are to him no better than 
•* mockery; he owns no magi&trates, atad 
'^ Rome to him is no kmger Rome. Let 
^^ him therefore be cut off at once from a 
^ city, where be has long lived an alien ; 
'^ the love of his country banished from 
" his heart, and the people odious to liis 
^^ sight." 

XXIX. MAitCEtLus delivered this in* 
teotive in a strain of vehemence, that gave 
additional terror to the natural ferocity 
of a stern and savage countenance. His 
voice grew louder, his features more en- 
larged, and his eyes flashed with fire^ ^ fEhe 
senate heard hin), i>ut with emotions unfelt 
before : the settled melancholy, which that 
black period made habitual, gave way to 
stronger feeiings* They saw a band of 
soldiers ron^ them, and they debated 
in themtt^toffwordsandjetvelins. Teased 
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Was absent^ but the venerftble figure of the book 
man presented itself to every imaguiatian^ 
They felt for Helvidius Prificus^ who was 
doomed to suffer, not for iinputed ^ilt, ^^ 
but because he was allied to au innoceot 
and virtuous citizen. What was the crime 
of Agrippinus ? The misfortunes of his 
Ifistther, cut off by the crudity of Tiberius, 
rose in judgement against the son. The 
case of Montanus (a) was thought hard and 
oppressive. His poetry was a proof of ge^ 
nius, not of malice ; and yet, for a pre- 
tended libel on the prince, a youth of 
expectation was to. be driven from his 
country. 

XXX. Amidst the tumult and distrac- 
tion which this business excited, Ostorius 
Sabinus, the accuser of Bareas Somnus, 
eotereid the senate. He opened at once, 
«Dd charged as a crime, the friendship that 
subsisted between Soranus and Rubellius 
Flatitus. He added, that the whole tenour 
of his administration in Asia was directed, 
pot ior the public good, bot to promote 
bis own popularity, and to spread •» «pmt 
-of teditioo tliroug^ the provinces. These 
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BOOK accusations had been Icwig since fabriciated. 

XVI ^ . . 

and were then grown threadbare; btit the 
prosecutor ivas ready with a new allega- 
tiota, which involved Servilia, the daughter 
of Soranus, in her father's danger. The 
charge against her was, that she had distri* 
buted sums of money among mqi skilled 
m judicial astrology. The fact was, Ser- 
vilia, with no other motives than those of 
filial piety, had the imprudence, natural at 
her time of life, to apply to a set of foi»- 
tune-tellers in order to satisfy her mind 
about the fate of her fam^ily, and to learn 
whether Nero*s resentment was by any pos- 
sibility to be appeased, and what would be 
the issue of the business in the senate. 

She was cited to appear in the senate 
before the tribunal of the consuls. On one 
side stood the aged father ; on the otter 
his daughter, in the bloom of life, not hav- 
ing yet completed her twentieth year, but 
even then in a state of destitution, still la- 
.•men ting the fate of her husband, Annius 
Pollio, lately torn from her, and condemtted 
itOvibatiishnient. She stood in silent sor- 
row, not daring to lift her eyes to her fa- 
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^ler, wkjm l^berimpradent 2^ she had book 
tn^olt^ in hetrlnidfoTtunes. \ ^^^ 



ii M- ' I : ^ -- A.u.a 

: . i ^ gig. 

: XXXL ThiB aecuser pressed het with ^e^^' 
questions. He desired to know, whethef 
she had not sold her bridal ornaments, hei' 
jewels and her necklace, to supply herself 
with money for magic sacrifices? She fell, 
prostrate on the ground, and wept in bit-* 
terness of heart- Her sorrows wei-e too big 
for utterance. She ertibraeed the altars^ 
and rising suddenly, exclaimed with vehe^ 
inence, " I have invt)ked no infernal godsi 
** I have Used no unhallowed rites, no ma-^ 
** gic, no incantations. My uphappy pray- 
•^ers asked no more than that you, Cttsar, 
and you, conscript fathett, would extend 
your protection to this best of men, this 
most affectionate parent. For him I sold 
^ my jewels; for him I disposed of my 
^bridal ornaments, and for him I gave up 
*• the garments suited to my rank. In the 
** same cause I was wflling to sacrifice my 
*^ lite :^ the blood in my veins Was at his 
V service. The meii whom I consulted were 
**'dtl strangers to me ; I had no knowledge 
"* of themi They best can tell who they , ' 
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J^ ** of the prince wt» miig mnni^Qfyed hy «m 
^^J^ " but with that respect, which I pay to the 

<* BWtfwiliJ^ iBWi. floj w^ppy fatber, k»©w 
^ aoj^kig of it. U smy ert^s k^ bom 
^ fiommittffd* he is mmmt '-• l> (tud 2 ^hwi 
*• 8m guilty/' 

KXXIIt S^»A?rp# <?oul4 p9 Iwgw? fir 
#mitt himself. H« ipt«rnipte4 bi? 4«asb«^ 
t©r, oryimg ^wd, ** Sh^ ww m>t with jpp ia 
** Ami f he is tpQ y<mqg to hay^ f^y 
** knowledge of ItuWBitJ* PJ^utw.' Jn the 
'* ftceofiftti^ ftgmiist h^ hwbPii4 filt^ wa« 
•« set iAYolred i h«r filial ^«ty ?» fcer (Wly 
<< piime. I^tingviilb h^ «ft9@ fpw mmei 
** tfSft^Xhs e»uHi of mn(m9m» and o» 
•* my heftd k* y^ur w<?»<i v^BfWOQe fall* 
« I am re«4y to intet my fate." Wi^ thase 
ifordf > he rushed to ej»l?riM?# hi# <jhild ; »he 
•dranped U? rm^ km* but the lietow in- 
tQrpMe# to prevent th« pa^tie «f»9nO' 
The vitnenses were eaU«?d i«. The f^lbarp- 
1»«1 hitheito U#tmie4 to aU that pfum^- 
with eiooUops of pity r but pity wta s^wn- 
Qoaverted into a stfcwger passicin, Tb«. 
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appjeamnce of Pubfius Egoatius (a)y the book 
idJeot of Soranus, hired to ^Te erideace 



against lus patron and his friend, kindled ^'suj.^' 
a general indignation. This man pi^etsed ^P' 
idii»elf a follower of tl^e stoic sect He 
had {earned in that sdiool to retail ihe 
inaxiais of virtue, and could teach his f€£b- 
tares to assume an air of simplicity, while 
firaiiid, and pej^dy, and avarice, lay lurking 
-qX his heart. The temptation of money 
dceiv forth his hidden character, and the 
hypocrite stood detected. His treachery 
gave a standing lesson to mankind, that, tn 
the .commerce of the world, it is not suffix 
ci(mt to gtt^d against t)pen and avowed 
iniquity, since the professors of fnendabip 
can, under a counterfeit resemblance of 
virtue, nourish the wonst of vices, and prove^ 
in the end, the most pernicious enemies. 

XXXIII. Thx flame day produced a 
splaidid example of tftitib and honour in 
the person of Cassius AaclefMPdotuf ; a 
tnan distingubhed by bis wealth* aod rank*-' 
<ed with die naost eminent infaahitant« ^ 
Bithyoia. Having ioved and followed $(>- 
i^anus in his proiperity, he did not depart , 
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BOOK iiim in the hout of distress. He still ad- 
H-.^ hered to him with unaltered friendships and 
^'g 19.^ for his constancy was deprived of his all^^ 
^^' and sent into banishment; the gtids, in 
their just dispensations, permitting an ex* 
ample of virtue, even in ruiri, to stand in 
contrast to successful villainy. Thras^a, 
Soranus, and Servilia, were allowed to 
choose their mode of dying. Helvidius 
Priscus and Paconius Agrippinus wera ba^ 
nished out of ItaJy. Montanus owai his 
pardon to the influence of his father, but 
was declared incapable of holding any 
public office. The prosecutors were amply 
fewarded. Eprius Marcellus and Cossu* 
tianus received each of them fifty thousand 
sesterces. Ostorius Sabinus obtained a 
grant of twelve thousand, with the oma* 
ments of the quaestorship. 

XXXIV. Towards the close of day^ 
the consular qnd^tovCa) was sent toThrasea, 
who was then amusing himself in his gaiv 
. den, attended by a number of friends, the 
most illustrious of both series. Deme^ 
trius (hX a philosopher of the cynic school, 
WHS the person who chiefly engaged his 
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atteniioQ^ Their conversation, as was in- book 

XVI 

ferced from looks of earnest meaning, and wvw 
from some expressions distinctly heard, ^'sYgu^ 
turned upon the immortality of the soul, ^'^; 
and its separation from the body, Thrasea ' 
had not heard of the decree that passed the , 
senate, when his intimate fiiendi Domilius 
Caecilianus, arrived with the unhappy ti-. 
dings. The company melted into tears. 
Thmsea saw their generous sympathy ; he 
heard their lamentations : but fearing that 
the interest, which they took in the lot of 
a man doomed to* destruction, might in- 
volve them in future danger, he conjured 
them to retire. Arria (c) , his wife, inspired 
by the memorable example of her mother; 
resolved to share her husband's fate. Thra- 
sea entreated her to continue longer in lite, 
and not deprive their daughter of the only 
comfort and support of her tender years. 

XXXV, He then walked his portico, 
and there received the consular quaestor. 
An air of satisfactioa was visible -in his 
countenance. He had been informed that; 
Helvidius, his son-in-law, had met with 
nothing harsher than a sentence of banish-* 
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BOOK meat out of Italy. Tfa» decree of tke sc- 
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i^te, diuwti up m &»in, bdiiig dcliveittd to 



^Si^'^ bim, he trithdretr tokb channber^ attended 
^' by Hekidiui? and Demetrinsk He there 
presented both his arms ; and the veins be^ 
ing opened 9 ad soon as: the bloqd began to 
flow, he desired the qoaestof to draw xtaaa^ 
and sprinkling the floor witb his vital 
drops, ^* Thiffs/' he said> ^ let us make fiU 
^ bation to Jufitsr the irBiL.iTB.aMtf 
*^ Behoki^ young man, a mind undaicnted 
^ and resigned ; and may the gods avert 
**^ from you so severe a^ trial of your viortnei 
^^ But you are fallen on evil times, i<LT9ihicfa 
^* yott will find it expedient to fortify 
your souf by examples of unshaken eon* 
stancy/" The approach of death was 
slow and hugering. As: his pains increas-* 
cd, he raised his eyes, and turning to De^ 
metfisrs ♦ » * * ♦ 
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conduct in Greece. He plays a variety of characters 
pn the public stage. He gains eighteen hundred laurel 
^Tcmnsforhis victories in mmic. The senate returns 
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thanks to the gods. VIII. He travels ^ound the cdun^ 
try^ but avoids Athens and Sparta. He gives a loose 
to vice, indulges in new pleasures, and marries Sporus, 
the eunuch. IX. The exhausted finances ojF' iKepMnnce ^ 
supplied by drdifiing tM p^te* The arrogance of 
Helius, an imperial freedman, who directs every thing 
at Rome. X. Nero attempts to open a passage for 
lAe sea through the isiktnus ^ Cdtinfh* Fih" that 
purpose, a number of Jew pri^oneri siat by Vtipasian 
to labour at the work. V^(isi0» qp^oiMed comnkimder 
against the Jews. XL HeliuSf who govehm itA^ 
thing at Rome in th& abienCe.^ Nerd^ iAsults fAisse* 
note and the people. Jfy^ Hmte^ a» accottitt to ifefi of 
ail that passes, and presses Idm t^ reHstn t& ike capital. 
Nero f^rms a deiign ogmiM the Hfe of CorMo. 
Arrius VafruSf an officer ih Asutf smde an uoemMon 
against Corbulo, Corbith pa^es into Gfeaea^ td have 
an interviem^ with Nefa. Cotbulo t&mp^Hedtoditfatch 
hknself Nero's labours ail the isthmus of CMsSth. 
Ho emb^la for Ikil^i andt atHves at N&plu* He 
enters B^meini^umf^. XIL Aevn^rHcydiseoemnd, 
and the ac^ompliees pM to deaSh* A rrOaU im Oaul. 
Firginius> Rufus defeats the i^nrte^ipfS ^ Vmkx, 
Oalba, in secret^ favoured the odHse of Find^^ tMl is 
mmh farmed at hk d^estt4 XIIL He^o resahU to 
destroy the whole senate^, Hie slesigtSs dgsdavend Ijf a 
favourite slave* The fathers, mla/rmei fdr Aeir own 
Sfifetyf prepare i^ comUermt Neftfs de^gils* Nero 
a^udged to sniffed death, as amenemy t4 hieeaatSiry.. 
XIV. Nero tefriJOd: he is drievem ioA^^rf laments 
hissadcdndiHffn^ andfat,last,putsamead tahis^e: the 
\JaMa!ndmtstofih6 hame^f Ccesar. XV. Pr^iigks: 
the sudden jo^^, and ehangeaUe ktanom%, ef thapsfpu- 
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lace* tiymph^dim favown Galbds party ^ meaning at 
the same time to seize the sovereignty. He is slmn. 
XVI. Proceedings against all the instruments of Nero's 
cruelty. Galba informed of the death of Nero. He 
marches at the head of his army towards Itahfy and £e- 
gins his reign with cruelty and great effusion of blood. 

These transactions passed in three years* 

Yean Of 

of Rome— Christ. Consuls. 

819 ^^ Suetonius PauUnus, Lucius Teksinui. 

820 67 Fonteius Capito, Julius Rtfus. 

821 68 Siiius Italicus, Galerius Trachdus. 
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I- 

JT is not without regret that we lose the ^^^• 
words of a great man at the point of death, v^v-^ 
All we know is, that Thrasea fixed his eyes sio. * 
on his friend DemetriusT, and there Tacitus 66. * 
fails us. What the philosopher said, cannot, 
now be collected from any contemporary 
historian. It is probable that he expired 
in a short time after. Seeing the vices of 
the age, and the savage cruelty of the 
reigning prince, it cannot be matter of 
wonder, that a man of virtue, fortified by 
the doctrines of the stoic school, did not 
thinly it awful to die. He was often heard 
to say, that he had rather lay down his life ' 



Digitized 



by Google 



190 APPENDIX TO BOOK XVI. 

APPEN. to-day, than be to-morrow banished to an 

B XVI • 

sJ^v^' island. That sentiment was applauded by 
^'sip.^* the philosophers (a) of the age* With the 
^^" same spirit he was used to declare his mind 
in conversation with his friends. If, he 
said, Nero intended ix) destroy no one but 
me, I could excuse his flatterers ; but flat- 
tery will not save their lives. Since death 
is a debt that all must pay, it is better to 
die in freedom, than live an ignominious 
slave. All that Nero can do, is to shorten 
my days: my memory will subsist, apd 
men will continue tp talk of me. But for 
the tribe of afegect sycophants, tibey .wif 
perish, and be mentioned no more. Thrasea 
was not more distinguished by liis un- 
fliiaken fortitude, than by the vir^^ies of 
humanity. Pliny the consul celebrates 
him foran apophthegm, which shews in the 
fairest light the amiable tenderness of his 
nature. An unforgiving disposition was in 
his eye* riot only ungenerotaa, but imosoral; 
it was, therefore, his maxim (h)^ tliat he, 
who suffers himself to hate viee, will hate 
mankind. It were superfluous to add any 
further particulars of a man «o tmly ieiMii-* 
nent. Tacitus says, that by destroying htm, 
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liefo iRtendod, bj iha mto blow, to de« Aprm. 
rtroy viiittie ibelf. AU praise is summed vi^!3* 
up in that short encomium, \)9.^ 



A-O. 
CO. 



SioniQtif , aii4 hi? da»^ter SemUa, died 
with eqwl Yirtue, fto4 equal glory. Hel-» 
ridim Wmxk^ (eJ* 99 «ke^y mcationedi 
was condemned to e^lfi. Vodpnim AgnjjH 
pious C^y met with the same severity. Like 
Iwf fiieod HelfidiWj he was ^ mwJ of dis- 
iHi^uhed virtu<P» «nd undaunted rfaolu*- 
Hon, B^iag i»ferm^ th»t his trisJ, tbou^ 
be w«8 not cited to appear, was actwUj 
<^pf ndi»g befoi* the sepiate, Ms^y the god» 
gtrant tm th^r prot?ction ! »ftid he ; but it 
i* now the filU*: hour, ^nd that U the time 
whei\ I »«wilJy batJi©, Hia cause wan pqi 
lo»g in »u»pe»9e, Beieg Informed that 
jwdgemieRt ww pronouoeed agaiust him, ho 
calmly asked? What i* the »e»te»co ? deaAh 
«r banisfeiweet ? Bmng told that it we? tbt 
Utter, A«d Mfhftt hftVfi thjcy done with my 
nf(«t^i^ ? Ypu a?§ kft in pos^wioB of the®. 
Well then, ^ajd h«, J «ae dipe at Anm (&)'. 
H^ aeqep^d hi? )ile, and, by his «ftlm io-* 
4iill^WR§er gamed m itueh g^ry »# eithen 
bjr ^« fortitude «it^ whkh th«y mfA Xhmf 
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APfCN. fate. Pemetnus^ the friend of ThnMea(| 
did not escape the notice of N^ro. The 
tymnt threatened instant execution. You 
may command it, said Demetrius; y^ou 
threaten me with death, and nature threat- 
ens you (/). The intrepid firmness of fl 
poor philosopher, or perhaps the meanness 
of his condition, saved his life. 

II. CoRNUTUs, another philosopher, 
who professed the doctrines of the Platonid 
school, had the misfortune to be consulted 
on the subject of a poem, which Nero had 
projected (a). He spoke his mind with 
honest freedom, and for that offence was 
immediately banished. Nor was the craelty 
of the prince aj^eased by the number that 
fell a sacrifice; he still thirsted for blood; 
but happily a scene of splendour, then 
ready to be displayed, engaged his atten- 
tion, and gave the people some respite 
from the rage of an insatiate tyrant. Uri- 
dates, who, with the consent of his brother 
Vologeses, the Parthian king, had agreed 
with Corbulo to undertake a journey to 
Rome (h)^ in order there to receive the 
regal diadem from the hand of the em* 
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peroh was arrived in Italy. Nero was then appen. 
at Naj^, and, in that city, the eastern 



prince was admitted to his presence. The ^'g^.^ 
spectacle was magnificent. It served atj ^^^ 



810. ' 
VD. 



once to gratify the pride of a Roman em* 
peror, and for a time to sooth the afHic* 
tions of the people. Tiridates was attended 
by a long procession-^ officers and a mili- 
tary band appointed by Corbulo. He had,* 
besides, not less than three thousand of the 
Parthian nobility in his train, with his wife, 
and the sons (c) of Vologeses, of Pacorus, ^ 
and Monobazus. His march through the 
provinces had no appearance of a prince 
subdued, and forced to submit to the will 
of a conqueror. Till he entered the city of 
Naples all was grandeur and royal mag- 
nificence. The act of humiliation still re- 
mained. He was to pay homage to the 
emperor on his knees. Mortifying as that 
circumstance was to an oriental king, Ti- 
ridates submitted to prostrate himself at 
Nero^s feet. Vologeses had stipulated with 
Corbulo, that his brother should not be 
compelled to deliver up his sword (d) ; and 
Tiridates called it an ignominious act, be- 
neath the dignity of the Arsacidae. Nothing 

VOL. IV. o 
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v^^v^ iteHed it td tbe seabbaml. Themagnam^ 
\^.^' ttiify, ^Hhr wWch he reftided to eowply, 
^^' i>6t^hetl the ^.pp^me of ^, who bdlield i» 
sceiie so new amJ magnifieent. 

The eourt set out lor Rofiie. 9i«»o 
thought prefer to make stome stay «8 
Ptitedi ^c/, in order to entertain his- royal 
rmtof tttth a »ho^ of gladiators. The 
spectacle ttas exhibited by l^atrobitts (jT/, 
€we of the eBaperar*s freedmen, with great 
expence and prodigious pomp. The genius 
of Kero couM not Be stffl on such an oc^* 
i ^asion. In his opinion it was ^t that a 
Ibreign prince, and his Parthian courtiers, 
shotfid know how well the emperor of 
Rome could sing. Tiridates beheld the 
whole with mixed emotions of wonder, ad* 
miration^ and contempt. ITie example of 
Nero did not tempt him to exhibit his per* 
son as a show to the people. He scorned 
to descend into the arena, but did not 
think it beneath his dignity t(> call for Ins 
bow and arrow, and from the throne, wher© 
he was seated, to give a specimen of hi* 
dexterity. He aimed at the wild beasts. 
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and the sf«e<a^rs ackiwedhls ^droi^ sod ap9wk 
Ibe vigour of \fk artvi. m^iamm tsk^^ m C^' 
9i&i£t ("g'^ tstal two hn}h ^?er<f, t«ansSx,€di W^^' 
hy one airow^ qnd di^d oa the spat. ^P" 

. ]II. NsubQ praeeeded, with » gtmd c»*. 

\ik«d,e» osL his waj to BoBne, M^sheiie t^ 
JBBoat sqoJendiicii peeparatioQS w^ie naade fw 
fabs feeeption. The wh$de citj; was , iUnr 
uuiated^ ^mdt the hou^a decomted vitb 
garbttds and laurel-wreaths, '{'he $»QQpl« 
crowded together from all quarters, a«d 
nmt the air with shouls a»d acdama^oils^ 
irittk the ^fl^pevQc, withTisid^^ and the 
ParthiaA nobility va. his imin, made hM 
tnamphal entry. A day was. fixed fcffv 
Tirtdales t0 receive the diadem fepm th^ 
haBd« of Nero. Nothiog csould equal tib* 
pomp and sipleodofkri with which that os^ 
T«inaBj was perforaaed faj. On the pre- 
cediBg evening, ilm city was again illu- 
rmvaieiAf and tfaie sheets adoimed with 
fioiwera. At the dawn of da>y> an incredi^ 
ble multitude nepairod tP the forum; thQ 
taps of houses were crowded with speo- 
tatoca, and a splendid* bat theatrical pqmp 
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appen: was exhibited with lavish expence. The 
vl^-v^* people, dressed in white robes, crowned with 
^'stg.^' laurels, and ranked in their several tribes, 
/^66?* walked in procession to their respective 
seats. The praetorian guards, with their 
standards ranged in order, and their co^ 
lours flying, displayed their glittering arms. 
' Nero entered the forum in his triumphal 
habit. The whole body of the lienate 
followed in his train. He took his seat on 
a curule chair, amidst the^ standards and 
the eagks. In a short time after, Tiridates 
made his appearance. The soldiers opened- 
their lines; he advanced through the ranks, 
with his eastern nobility in his train. He 
approaclied the rostrum, and on his knees 
ofTer^ iiomage to Nero. The people were 
not able to contain their joy. They saw 
the pride of an oriental king humbled at 
the feet of the emperor. The majesty of 
Rome filled every imagination. A shout 
burst forth from the enraptured multitude. 
Tiridates was astonished at the sound : he 
stood at gaze, and his heart shrunk within 
him. Nero raised him from the ground v 
and, having clasped him in his arms, placed 
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the diadem on his head (b)^ amidst the re- apken. 
peated shouts and accIamatioDs of the sj.^ 
people. ^•^•^• 



IV. The Parthian prince, not yet re* 
covered from his surprise, io the hurry and 
agitation of his spirits, acjdressed himself 
to Nero, in substance as follows: "You 
** see before you a prince descended froiA 
** the, line of the Arsacidae;; you behold 
^* the brother of two kings, Vologeses and / 
" Pacorus; and yet I own myself your 
" slave. You, no less than (a) Mithra^ are 
" to me a god. ^ I pay you the same vene- 
" ration as I do to the Sun. Without your 
** protection, I have no kingdom ; , my rights 
*^ .must flow from you. You are the author 
** of my fortune; and your will is fate.'* 
An ancient praetor undertook to be inter- 
preter on the occasion. The people, well 
convinced that Nero, by his vices^ had for- 
feited all kind of claim to such respectful 
language, received it as the homage of a 
king to the majesty of the Roman name. 
The speech was sufficiently mean and ab- 
ject, but the arrogance and ferocity of 
Nero's answer (b) exceeded every thing. 
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jfflPWBM. " I ^€brtgmtt!^a4je you oh tHe wkidoin, that 

.^p^' " brought y<m. thus far to CTjoy the feun«- 

^hg^' " shine of my presence, and my protection. 

^^ " The diadem, which your father could 

** 'ndt leftt* yoti, 'lit* yotfr brothers ^confirm 

^* ^in y oul' hafid , is ^thte gift ^whidh I he^it^: 

^* The kingdom of Arfiiienia is yoti^s : f 

** place you on the ^vacdint Chrone. FkatA 

^* this 'Atfy you aftd'ybtfr btothets may 

" learn, *th&t it is iirine to raise or ' d^^sfe 

" tJifeWeattrdhsdfthe^arthiaBmy wlsAbm 

" 'shall direct/' 

ISudh was thte haughty ^yte, in mhidh 
INeroiipdke of himself; btft'he did ^udt 'long 
%up!port'hls ^gmndfeUr. The coronation be- 
ing bver, he adjourned to (Pompey's thea- 
tre, where the sdene was prepared, at an 
•enorlilOtis expence, with the modt supe^ 
•^efeor&tions* The stage, and the whole in- 
iSide df that noble ^structure, wdre cased (a) 
^ith gold. Such & profusion of wealth and 
tnagnifioence "had u^ver been displayed to 
view. To 'screen the spectators from tbie 
•raSys of *he sun, a purple canopy, inlaid 
Hrith^golden stars, was spread over thenr 
•heads, in the cedtpe ^was seten, richly lem- 
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t^rDi^re^ ike )|gtii>e of N.en» m tjbet^^^of m^. 
driving a cuniicle. To ftbe ^bihitiojns of v-vV 
lihe j^W^ !thp pleasures of ^bpjtabte.we* W^^* 
ooeded. Tfee Coquet (4P w«» IJ^q ipcet ^«^* 
mnnptao9i8 ijbaf; itusfae aod dmewQr «^iil^ 
liOBilith^. Witiea ]lib^ e$i!p0Hte4Kf t^-@A39j^ 
ww^ f»Ue6&dj, ihe public i^veii^i^^ WtSSi 
oiu;Q>QiQve uewrnQd. Nfffo^i^Mil¥«i^Pr 
pwtmul^ to dieifiiajr tkas italents ; i9»^ ^ 
vrhp A ^le before mm maMw ^f r^r«nir 
«iene» fl^peaied in ^fa« ^cb^^teetsi^ of 4ib«r 
fioteer, fsomeiftiaja, SMtgeK, rwid ki^o^ibr 
He sungroiiitfaejsta^Q^-tod <droi^ ^epijisida^ 
/Circus in his green livery ('e). The king of 
Anoaai9. saiw ^di» foanpei, nv^ ^li^^. of 
dbealing outicroiwts and j^oepj^F^, wdrbBiig 
A ifettiK, and «^n<^g ;tbe loi^oe ii^ir.i^is 
^ntertoiin06tt)t ^ dm tsnbjeicis. Sutob '^ 
ipieabte tmleiihto, be bnetw^. >fieiild ncftlber 
jGanPB(*.'Wanm(>r3Qortadegi$)j»tpi;. JMs^ittufi, 
it iietr iwfts !eArideot» idepj^nd^dion tbiSf«nitiue 
tflifl the igQmws ef iwen ivflpy Msr^Eit: jfironi 
bnnsdb^ . J^w' be found « 4)e«^e jtsww 
sneMOigibi ^ 0b^, and gcwooid loffiQenB ^jU 
iog ^ KKijHiitiwd. bi« fMmie^ :ww nal^r ittf 
.^flMmd^r ibo (the ^oiilhiiiii. rprajute. j^tanoiE 
mkk itet iil«w iie rontlfi mat raisitD :'£rq» 
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•APPfJN. Baying to Nero, in the simplicity of bii 

^Jy^ heart ffjj " You have in GJorbulo a most va-. 

^sYof' " kiable slave." The drift and good feense 

*^. of the observation made no impression on 

a frivolous mind like that of Nefo. :• Aft 

i^iip^ror^ M^hd placed his glory in being' a 

seenic performer, paid no attentioii to 'tbe 

ifterit of Corbulo. If he undei^toodh the 

deflection of the eastern prince, he^ &^we4 

tifterwards^ that the only use he mdde of it 

ifrdsj to nourish a secret jealousy,; ^nd plan 

tbe ruin 6f an officer, whose ^fame io-arms 

Watsi *6o great for a tyrant to endure. : 

As soon as the diversions of the theatre 
JMid the circus ended, Nero thc>ught fit to 
4Sfpen a, mme important seene^ He pro^ 
t^ded with a grand retioiue to the capitol^ 
where he entered with a branch- of laurel 
in his hand; and, as if he had subdued 
Amienia, the charioteer and player of in- 
terhides was saluted Impbratob. His 
vanity wafs pow amply g^atifiejd ; but va* 
iiity was not the only spring of his actions. 
To be an adept in magic arts had heeb for 
some time his predominant passion ; and, 
419 Tiridates brought with him in his kain & 
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number of the FaftMan ^agi, be thous'bt appfn. 

• B XVI 

tibe opportunity fair to learn all the secrets %^t.^ 
of an occult science, which 'he believed ^g^.^' 
was not -the merp illusion of mathemati* /^^* 
cians and . pretended philosophers. Tirir 
dates studied to ingratiate himself^ and 
was proud to ;have the emperor of Rome 
lor his pupil (g). By his desire, the 3£agi 
ojkned tall thdf: t stores of knowledge, and 
Nexoy with theii anxiety of a guilty imn4i) 
waS' eageq to^ pry into futurity; ;He^was 
master 'of ithe Roman w6rld,.Bnd,:>withi. the 
afisislAiM^ of his ori^tal t€acherB^IJiat<ferb(l 
htmself that he should^ soon be able'toiebih 
troul the ways of Providence, and givqithe 
law to the gods. With this view he passed 
his time an cl<fte conference with a set of 
Chaldean impostors ; but Tiridatei^ w-as not 
able,im return for the kingdom of'Atm^ 
hia, to teach his benefa;etor the. art of 
holdiag^obmmerce with evil spirits. Mem 
ibund tiie whole to be a system of fran^ 
Instead of being enab)ed< to hold a couacfl 
with infernal powers, he was left to; the 
suggestions of bis own heart, and the advice 
of a pernicious crew of abandoned men 
and women, who were the emperor's don* 
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APHBN. fideniiiai suQisteiB, ooiiL .i3u& BrajtiiMneiitB of 
erarj vulauvju 



Vi. )It 3S cevtaui thiit iliero's pasawn 'iar 
^eiguitar, and^ttage-nmsic, una lioAigiaUbar 
tiion iiisambitioa tocscdnnimasic iiicMi. 
tobbus } jbnt. thougb Ihis ^Bfi()e$ meae fnuk 
teakid^ iiB did sot loeafie to ^enfaeitaiB.Tiia* 
Aates 'wHh i;ke anost dovi^ '^oliiikiA. jiM^ 
CJtttaomoaB istim T^ n^as issuad: evenjr day tto 
liK\^aiiieiuan jdng, >far tiie sci)>poiit«f-i9ti0 
OMtLgraiiidfiiK'j^iidihe couiliefsin.hisdanni 
Hctiiiis defmittiite ia (sliU laiger icwm 'ms 
fiBrdffittd, 108 a pieseiili ham ibe ■evaptumi 
ukd, ^tiiat lie jnight irafamld <ihis ioit^ i^f jAira> 
tnuita ^6^, frbidbi ibatd fbeeo Jen^iHjsd (tf> <^ 
graoBd, a inuaibteE ic£f ftrti&xsts ^i^e(»Ad«di 
«tratiKa8t>eiq>8iiQe»!to tfae^oeloniie iDf i^.Bn> 
4ia«nipfinoe, who.ajso rnigt^ad «aniphfir 
of ndieis to jaktendlhixn, .for adpnl^Md 
■mges, to kis xmn ktoiiabiy. SBbe oiinfltf^ 
iimnce of :Nerf^igeDercisky mus, lAiat tioMfc 
fixjJDg-of a king x>n )ihe tliivne of jVxmoDifw 
aros a bsavier ^uxUhen tddbe ffimDans iiuni 
fdocy > of iiieir anciBt .edpeiuiiiie wbes. 

QTfaeieiis xeason to ^famjt, rthat (the maat 
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af ^raiccesfi i^ the a^ttem^ to m^ike HeH> appen. 
believe ito the -religion of tiie Magi, servers v-^^v^' 
in scNOie degree, to o^n the ejyes of Tin- ^g^',^' 
littea, ««id remove the ^emrdrs of isastem su^ ^^^ 
pentitioH. liiowierto'visk iRome^ he ho4 
tfiken a wid^ foctDipaas ovet aki immease 
4fraetiof^c<>ii»tr5, and imvelldd «I1 the Way 
hy land. The ^ctiuse of this ^ciroiiitoufi Mud 
jaborions jouFney tiittst be j!ef<$Fre4 to ^ 
'Superstition of 4iis natifve country. Ifi 4he 
;cFeed of the IHorthaan m^gi, rthe sea mm 
baid to he a ^adred ^deIBeatkt ifci); and <to^ 
fipit in it, or defiJe rthe ipwity of Ae wa- 
teits by the >«t]^^ukies of ^the human 
body, was hdd to-be profane .and impionB. 
The design, prcibalbly, wds,iby >that doctrine 
.to prevent migration, ^amd mhsA at first 'waB 
IpoHcy received tin tiine Jthe sanction of .rfih 
4igioh. tBiit fPiridates, tdnnng his ^atay^^t 
.Rome, ^so ifer needed «tit tfce ;prQJudiceB lOf 
^education, -that te made no f scruple to ro» 
ttnrn -by >sea. iHe !ends».rked <^t Brimdu^ 
s'ftium (dX and, 'having rcrosaed *the Adria^. 
tic, arrived at the port of DynsLcSoinrnX^) ^ 
From that place he pursued his voyage 
along the coast of cAsia, and, being safely 
•landed, ^visited the I'Bonlan proviincQa!, <Qiid 
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APPEN. the most splendid cities on the continent* 
vl^v^* Before he entered the confines of Armenia, 
^'sYg.^' Corbulo advanced to a meeting./ In his 
^^' interview with the Armenian monarch, he 
still maintained that superior character, 
which hie had fairly earned by his talenti 
and his virtues. Finding ati extraordinary 
number of artificers in the prince's train, 
he resolved to act with due attention to 
the »ih teres t as well as the dignity of the 
Roman name; and with that view, having 
separated such as Were hired, he suffered 
none but those tvho were a donation from 
Nero, to migrate to a foreign country. 
This behaviour gave no offence to Tiri- 
dates. He took leave of Corbulo with the 
highest esteem for his mahy virtues ; and^ 
though he entertained no kind of personal 
respect for Neix), he thought the regal dia- 
dem cldmed a return of gratitude;. and, 
upon that principle, as soon as the capital 
of Armenia Was rebuilt, instead of calling 
it Artaxata^ he gave it the flattering name 
of Neronia. 

VI. 'Rome having no war upon her 
hands, Nero, with airs of self-congratula^ 
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tio0, as if bis valour had subdued the na- appek. 
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tionS) thought fit to shut the temple of J a- C^^ 
Nirs (a). But that pacific disposition did ^'sYo.^* 
not last long. Intoxicated by the homage ^^' 
which he had received from Tiridates, he 
wanted to renew the same sceiie of splen- 
^doiir and vain-glory, by the humiliation of 
Vologeses, the Parthian king. For that pur- 
pose, he endeavoured, by pressing invita- 
tions, to induce that prince. to undertake a 
journey to Rome. At length the easterij 
monarch gave a decisive answer : " You 
*^ can cross the sea, which I hold to be a 
" forbidden element ; come to Asia, and 
" we will then settle the ceremony of our 
" meieting.^^ Fired with indignation by 
that' peremptory refusal, and the tone of 
grandeur with which it was delivered, Nero 
was upon the point of declaring war, if 
other projects had not dazzled his imagin-^ 
ation« He concerted his measures, and 
laid plans of vast ambition ; but the ca- 
price that dictated them yielded te the first 
novelty that occurred. He intended to 
open the temple of Jani^s for four wars at 
once (bj. The first, against the Jews, who 
felt themselves oppressed by the avarice 
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jfREK. and rapacitj oS Giessim. Fionas^ tlie ffxm^ 
^^v^' noF oS the province, aund were, a(t:Uiat timfi^ 
81^ ia opeii» revolt. The Mcondl eatevprsse 
^, jras intendied against tiie Ethiopians ;. the 
l^ird, against tl» iklhaniam oik the bordcaw 
of the Caspian sea ; the fonrldft, to revengv 
the insult offered ts>him by the haughtj 
spirit of Vologeses. The love q£ fune^ 
whatever he did, was the inspiring motive ; 
whether he sent ftMrth his armies, or droiw 
a chariot, or sung a song, pvaise wa& stiil 
tiie ultimate end. If bj his victoriQUS 
arms the Ethiopians and Albanians could 
be reduced to subjection, the glory of en- 
lisrging the boundaries of the empire was- 
to be the bright reward. His exertions 
were, therefore, made against the two last<^ 
mentioned states. He sent detachments 
fbr\i^rd to survey the country ; he formed 
flying camps in those distant regi<H)s; be 
began to collect the forces of the empkei 
and, not content with drawing from Brir^ 
tain, fjfom Germany, and IlljrriGura, the 
flower of his armies, he formed a new 
legion, composed of men six feet higli, 
and this be called the phalanx fc) of Aios<» 
ander the Great. 
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JlsnkSit Au» dM ftf stiBiast and aiH tiii9 AWm. 
nighty taflttttlt 0£ warliJfie preparations, aon wv^* 
ificideMt occui^rad of more nomeot to Nero ^JiJ.^* 
Ae^tliegloi7of theRomaamame. Ade- ^^ 
piirtatioii amredi adi Borne from^ tke cities 
of Graece, whae the theatire, and poetry^ 
mkd musiev floufidied, with orders to pre* 
sent to the emperor, from the several 
ptoces, tiie victor's cpawB fdjfov rainstrdsy 
and Mog. An opportunity so jbright ami 
unexpected was not to be neglected. Nero 
VMM tran^orted with joy: he towered 
above himself and all competitioin. The 
deputies were admitted Ixi his pieseuce; 
tfei^y were ewesaed,^ invited to his table^ 
and aU other business, however important, 
gave way to the elegant arts* The Greeks 
were skilled in the trade of adulation. 
They beseeched the prince to honour them 
with a specimen of his talents. Nero sung 
to bis guests; tbey lieard, they applauded, 
they were thrown into ecstasies. He in his 
torn admired their taste; they were the 
only people who had music in their souls; 
they, and they only, had an ear for finor 
sound; the true masters of harmony; the 
judges who deserved to heat; his exquisite 
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APPEN. powers. From that mooieDt all his war- 
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s-.-v-^' like projects vanished, .from his mind. He 
819. * thought no n^ore of humbling the Par- 
ee.' thian king^ the ^Ethiopians and Albanians 
might enjoy their independent state, and 
Vespasian might take the field against the 
Jews. The fame of a coachman, a min- 
strel, and a singer, was of greater moment. 
He resolved, without delay, to set out for 
Greece. How the administration was to 
be conducted during his absence, was the 
first consideration. That did not embar- 
rass him long. The whole authority and 
all the functions of the prince wfere com- 
mitted to Helius, one of his freedmCTi. 
That upstart minister, with Polydetus, ^his 
associate, had already enriched himself 
with the plunder of the public, and :wa» 
now, with the whole power in his hands, to 
give a full display of his character. Tbiit 
point being settled, a weightier care still 
remained. An imperial charioteer, and a 
comedian of illustrious rank, who was to 
be nobly covered witW Olympic dust, and 
to bring back laurel crowns for his vic- 
tories in song and pantomime, could not 
undertake such an expedition without the 
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greatest pomp. Preparations were accord- APra»r. 
iogly made. The emperor seemed to be J^^r^ 
gpiag to an important war (e). Tigellinus ^'SgP' 
put himself at the head, of the companions ^5^' 
of the Augustan order, in number not. less 
jthan five thousand. To these were added 
lan incredible multitude of abandoned har- 
lots, and the most debauched young men 
-of the time. The whole train went forth, 
jiot in warlike , array, with swordsj afad 
pikes, and javelins, but with softer instru- 
ments; with the sock and buskin j with 
jnusic, lutes and guitars. The retinue was 
suited to the dignity of the entcFprise. An 
idea of the splendour and magniQcence 
^displayed on this occasion may be ^easily 
formed, whew we .ate told that Netro tieter 
travelled with Ipss than a thousaj&d bag- 
gage-waggons f/j; the mules all shiod with 
silver, and tjie drivers dressed in scarlet; ' 

his African slaves adorned' with ; bracelets 
,on th^ir arms, and the horseis decorated 
fW'ith the richest trappings. 

VII. The consuls for this year wereA.u.c. 
:ibnteiu8 Capito and Julius Rufus; but / li 
? their authority was superseded by Helius, ^ 

VOL. IV. p 
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w>^w' %¥s i^ the hnf>ei^ pit^ral^tivev This uhui 

^m.^' ^t<ik& te6se ^t ddcft> '^MKd w»i «O0n felt «ft 

^- «i public '<^l!aMity. I^d6 and iosol^AOt^ 

•of tfaote «lete»»t4bIiB ini8bf<»iiAtft» i«4id ft«M 
tiie dfCgs idf tlvft pb6|)ife 1^6 kbmft iStHf^, 

ikvotrite !fr6>«^^, ^d deba^^ tbb pd^ 
^e, vrho irablnitted to to >Hil^ k ttiai^r. 
•All degrd€6 ^nd raiiks of warn, tte sei^^to, 
4iid the ^HdtBlan ^ight&, groiaiiied Miidet Hbt 
4l>6$i ¥Cld 6f Iri^ igndble tyr&lit, Who -e^Mf^ 
<fcatedl^«^'«»tates» ^ilt th^iii iritd 4«a)$»h> 
M«m> dr%dbk>li^ay l^it iite^, At 'his 1*^1 
itfftd pfefasWfe. Tbfe ^people, triia ShtiddiM*- 
led wt'lfttc piiei»3tfc© of the ^toperot*, wtarfe 
oblig^ in ttiistty of heart, to Is^ase^t bi& 
^ibseiKJev 

Neroi, in the mean time, Bitimi at Gaa- 
siopcea ^i/in the isle of Corcym,^lid thcflpe, 
in the temple" of Jupiter Cassiias'f^c^, he 
- tuned his harp, and sung in the presence 
of the people^ From that place he. set sail 
for' Greece. Being safely lasded^ ^i$ fii(it^ 
fSBSKi was, like a great officer, before lie 
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marched furCber into the country^ to settk appeb. 
the plan of his operaitions, in order mot only vj^^^ 
to gain, but to secure, his victory. With ^i^' 
this view, he isstied his public orders, re* -^"f * 
quiriag that all the gomes (djy which wece 
eelebrated throughout Greece at stated 
|>€riods, and in different years, should be 
performed at their respective places, duiiog 
1h6 stay in the country ; and not only so, 
but that each city ^should wait for his ar^ 
*ivail. Nor w^s this aH: the fame of such 
as had proved victorious, and were then 
no more, wli^s 4o be obliterated ^Dota ihe 
memory of man, thart; all preceding merit 
Ktt^t be eclipsed by the lustre of a new J 
peiformer. The* statues of the deceased 
were ctll ^demolished fej . The Jliving artists 
w^e treated with less rigour. They «fere 
required to enter the lists with their impe* 
rial rival, and, upon that c<mdition^ <their 
statues were exempted firom ^he j^enerai 
desrt^ruotion. ^New/s love of fanw was not 
& generous ^^nauiation; it was an impa^ 
tience of a rival, that turned to envj/^ ran-* 
,cour, and malice. To be pronounced the 
first musician, and the best tragedian^ was 
not enough for his vast ambition ; he was 

p 2 
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APPEN. liBtewise to be the most skilful driver of a 
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J..y^* ciyrricle- With that Imght object in view^ 
\«>^' be had for some years, before meditated an 
^0^' exp^ition int6 Greece ; and finding that 
the Olympic games were, in their regular 
course, .to be celebrated in the summer, 
in the year of Rome eight hn^ndred and 
sixteen, he even then had the precaution, 
by a positiye command, to defer the exhi^ 
faitiouiof that great national spectacle till 
his arrival in Greece, The law, or, which 
was equivalent^ his will and pleasure, be- 
ing announced, the people prepared fox bis 
reception. He began his tour through the 
country; he visited the several cities, and 
gave himself a spect£tf^le on the public 
stage. Greece had been reduced to sub- 
jection by Flaminius, Mummius, Agrippa, 
and Augustus Caesar: and now in her turn 
she triumphed over the conqueror. She 
saw the emperor of Rome running from 
place to place in the chai^acter of a stroll- 
ing player^^. a travelling musician, and a 
famous coachman. Hedidiiot^ however, 
depend altogether OQ his merit, kfi% prac- 
tised the underhand arts by which success 
is often ensured. He hired a numerous 
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party to applaud, and distributed bribes appen; 
among the judges who were to decide, wv^' 
Wherever he performed, a legion of Roman^, ^*8to.^* 
knights was stationed in the theatre, by .%^ 
their own example to excite and animate 
the admiration of the multitude, and teach 
the Greeks what was excellent in the arts, 
which they themselves had invented, and 
carried to perfection. By these and such 
like preconcerted measures, Nero secured 
his triumph in all quarters- Competition 
was invited, And at the same time inti- 
midated. In one of the cities, a msin well 
skilled in music, but a bad polHician, ex- . 
perienced the danger of contending with a 
powerful rival. Zealous for the honour of * 
his art, and proud of his own talent, he 
persisted to dispute the prize, till the 
lictors drove him to the wall, and there 
dispatched him in the sight of the audi* 
erice. Vespasian had found it necessary 
to pass from Syria into Greece, in order 
to appear among the band of courtiers, 
and pay his homage to the emperor. But, 
unfortunately, he either had no ear for 
music, or he did not reckon it anvpng the 
accompHshments of a prince. Jfe he?ird 
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APPBN. that divine voice in a sulkn mood, or, at 
sLy^ happened to him at Koine upon a former 
^^^?^ Occasion, be fell asleep (f). . For this of^ 
^^' fenqe, he was ordered to appear no more 
iff the presence of the emperor. He retired 
to a small village, and there, in an obscure 
Intkingr^place, hoped to find a shdtei; from 
resentment, He remained for some time 
in that state of anxious suspense, when the 
Fates called him forth to scenes of future 
glorj. The Jews were iji the field with « 
powerfol iirmy J they had defeated Cestius 
Gallus with gteat slaughter, and taken an 
eagle from one of the legions. The crisis 
was big with danger, and called for vigor* 
ous measured. But Nero did not think . 
that Judaa was the fifeld of glory. He 
gave the command to Vespasian, appre* 
heading no danger from i^ man of obscure 
descent, and austere manners, whom he 
was no longer willing to retain near hif 
person. Vespasian departed to take upoa 
him the eoihmand in Syria, and Nero con*r 
tinned his progress through Greece* He 
was received every Where with puMic de-p 
fnonstrationfe of respect; but the people 
l^piild scarce iiefrain from laughtfer, whm 
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tli«y heard (^ sound Q(f ^ ypi(:9. neither aphsn. 
Iwd 9or qleaF, aocj saw tbo aioger rising ^-^rW 
a» his toes, in « vsiio ejadenvqur f« e^^paod ^sS)-^' 
tlie note*, md straining his organa, till 9 ^^7?- 
^c«, ni^turally red, wa9 so inflamed 9s tp 
vife with the deepest scwlet, Not content 
wi& the fame of ^n enehantii^ singer, he 
r^olved to prove himself a great tragedian. 
The parts, in which he chosa to distinguish 
iMOiself Cgjf were JJbbcules Fuejeivs^ 
CEd2FUs» who murdered his father, an4 
tore out his own eyes; OaEsxEs, poni^rd^ 
vatg his mother; and tsametimes a aAt- 
visHBD Sabistb, or a MATjaosr in lx^ 
nBOVE^ on the point of being ddivered. 
When he arrived at Olympia, he found, 
that the celebrated games of that plaee 
confiisted altogether ^of chariot-races, and 
athletic exei^cises, aad by consequence 
that no tlieatre had l?een erected. Was 
his darjing music to be excluded ? Rather 
thaji suffer such an indignity, he ordered 
pceparatioBs to be made for iiiterludes, and 
«tiitr dramatic performances. Not* eon^ 
jfceiit with being blinded on the stage ; with 
raving like a madman, and being brought 
lo bed U|ce a woman ; he was still to figure 
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APPEN. on the raee-finfoundy* and astonish the mul- 
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titude witbhis dexterity in whirling round 
the comrse. Determined to perform won- 
ders, ' and surpass all ancient fame, he 
mounted a car drawn by six horses, but 
had the misfortune, in the heat of his 
career, to be thrown from his seat. He 
mounted again ; but either hurt by his fell, 
or not able to bear the velocity of the mo* 
tion, he was obliged to descend before he 
reached the goal* He was, notwithstand- 
ingy declared conqweror. He contended 
afterwards for; the prizes at the Pythian, 
the Nemean, and all 'the other games of 
Greece, with equal success at every place. 
He was jKocIaimed victor in all trials of 
diill, and gained no less than eighteen 
hundred different crowns. The honour so 
obtained was always understood to reflect 
a lustre on the conqueror's native country. 
With a view to that custom, the form of 
the proclamation fhj in favour of Nero was 
as: follows;" Nero CiESAR is victor in 
THE COMBAT (naming it), and has won 

THE CROWN FOR THE ROMAN PEOPLE, 
AND THE UNIVERSE, OP WHICH HE IS 

master/" Care was taken. to transmit to 
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Bbme a regular account of all his victories, appen. 
Such a career of rapid success made the sJ^v-^' 
people sta,nd at gaze. The senate passed ^sm^' 
a vote of thanks to the gods for such signal ^^' 
events, and, by their decrees, so loaded 
the calendar, that the year could scarce 
find room for so many rejoicing days; 

VIII. Neko nov?' conceived that he had 
triumphed over the arts, and, in the pride 
of his heart, resolved to make a progress 
through the conquered country. He took 
care, however, not to visit Athens or Lace- 
da&mon. In the former, he dreaded to 
approach the temple of the Eumenida^. A 
mind lashed and goaded by the whips and 
stings of a guilty conscience wished to 
avoid those avenging deities (a) . He was 
deterred from Lacedaemon by the form of * 
government, and the sanctity of the laws 
established by Lycurgus. The plaoe where 
the Eleusinian mysteries (b) were cele- 
brated, was also forbidden ground. Mur- 
derers and parricides were excluded from 
those religious ceremonies. Nero wa» 
seized with a fit of renaorse. Busy reflec- 
tion brought to light the iniquities of his 
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AFpmi conduct: in the agitatba ofibisspirits^ hit 
, v-pv-*^* reriewed those deeds, oihorrer, which, ibi* 
W b^^^ ^^ EP^^ biffl' while fai& mind waH be^ 
^67?* calmed bj vanity aad pleajsure. CoDsci* 
/ ence may grant a truice to tht guilty, hut 
( never makes a lasting peace. Bii^actfitd 
by his fears, and sunk 'in the gloom of 
superstition (c)^ he resolved to consult the 
oracle at Delphi. The Pythian priestess 
warned him to beware of seventy-threc 
years (d). He received the admonition as a 
certain promise of long life, not then think-* 
ing of Galba, who bad reached his i^ventyr^ 
third year, and in a short time after mp^ 
ceeded to the imperial dignity. The omole 
phased him at first by a^«eiable bodings^ 
bi»t did not continue long in his gc^ 
graces. Tlie parricide, he w»s told, whick 
he had committed, placed him in the same 
mnk with AJcmeon and Orestes, who had 
murdered their mothers. Kero kindled 
with indignation. He resolved that tbe 
god should feel his resentment, and» in 
his fury, disfranchised the territory of 
Cirrha (e)^ which had been appropriated 
to the temple^ apd was held to be conse^ 
crated gcound. Nor did his phrensy end 
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hcte. The orack was to be sitenced, or appen, 
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SO prevailed as to lose ite eredit* With this v^v^^ 

A TT C 

intent^ h^ ordered a number of men to be ssto, 
massacred on the spot ; and having poured %f ' 
libations of their blood into the opeiiing of 
the ground, from which the exhalations 
issued, that were supposed to inspire the ^ 
priestess with enthusiastic fury, he closed 
the orifice, and witli pride and insolence left 
a place which had been revered for ageSt 
After this exploit, he returned to his former 
luxury, and in the gratifications of vice 
hoped to find some respite from his anxious 
thoughts. But even vice required variety* j 
Repetition might pall the sated appetite, 
and, if he did not show an inventive 
genius, the flattery of the Greeks was in 
danger of being exhausted. He had made 
himself at Rome the wife of Pythago- 
ras ([/^ ; but that was become an obsolete . 
story, and no longer excited wonden He 
was determined, therefore, to resume his 
sex, and marry Sporus, the eunuch. The 
ceremony was performed fgj with great 
pomp and splendour. Calvia Crispipilla (^A> 
wa$ appointed toistress of the wardrobe to 
the emperor's wife. She adorped the bridq ^ 



Digitized 



by Google 




320 APPENDIX TO BOOK XVL, 

APPEN. with, all the decorations of female ele- 

B. XVI. 

* gance; and Tigellinusj amidst the ap- 
plause of the astonished Greeks, who, with 
arch sneers of ridicule, had still the address 
to pay their adulation, gave away Sporus 
in marriage to the emperor of Rome. 
It was ^d upon the occasion, that it 
would have been well for mankind, if 
Nero's father had been married to such a 
wife. 

IX. Nero could not, in this unbounded 
manner, riot in vice and folly without vast 
expence, and a prodigious waste of the 
public treasure. To supply his prodigality, 
Helius the freedman, who conducted the 
administration at Rome, laboured hard, 
by every iniquitous measure, by extortion, 
and cruelty, to raise enormous sums of 
money. A tame ^nd complying senate 
%vas easily induced by the arts of the prime 
minister, to vote an immense annual sum 
to be remitted to the emperor, during his 
absence from the capital. The rapacity 
of Helius was not to be appeased. The 
companions of the Augustan society (a) 
had bound themselves by a vow to erect 
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a statue to Nero, not less than a thousand apfbn. 
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pound weight. By tjiat voluntary obli- vj^v^* 
gation they were ,said to have incurred a 'aso. * 
debt, and were compqlle^ to advance an ^b??* 
equivalent sum of mpney. No rank or 
station was safe from plunder and oppres- 
sion. Roman knights and senators £^11 a 
sacrifice, and their estates were confiscated* 
Sulpicius Camerinus (bj^ a nian descendeid 
from an illustrious family, was put to death 
for an extraordinary reason. The surname 
of Pythicus had been for ages annexed to 
his ancestors, and wa;S, consequently, an 
hereditary honour. By the fertile inven- 
tion of Helius this was consjtrued into a 
crime. The name might imply a victor in 
the Pythian games;. and wheu Nero, with 
the consenting voice of Qreece, was de- 
clared universal conqueror^to usurp that 
title .was a crime of violated majesty, and 
an impious sacrilege. Sulpicius and his ^ 
son were put to death, and their effects 
were forfeited to the state. Wealth, in 
whatever rank, was sure to provoke the 
hand of rapacity, and Rome, under the 
government of a presuming and arrogant 
freed man, was, a scene of plunder, blood, 
and cruelty. And yet all that could be 
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APPENv amassed by those iniquitoiis means, was 

w^' not sufficient for the prodigality of Nero, 

^820.^' ''I* Greeks had flattered his vanity^ and^ 

^^' in return, were doomed to feel ^he hand 

ef oppression. The cities, which had ue- 

vered him as a god, had reason in the end 

to exeCTate him as a tyrant. 'Hiey saw 

their best and most distinguished citizens 

put to deatfe,'or sent into banishment, that 

the emperor might enjoy the spoils of their 

pltmdered property (c). 

X. The fame of a divine voice, and fin 
exquisite hand on the guitar, was not stff^ 
ficient for the ambition of Nero. He 
wished to distinguish himself by some 
unheard of enterprise. The grand, the 
vast, and almost impossible, fired his 
imagination. He arrived at Corinth, and 
wiis there surprised to see by what a 
narrow isthmus the two seas were sepa- 
rated. Like the hero of Statins ihe poet, 
he heard the murmur of the billows, 
on the Ionian and the -^gean shores; in 
mediis attdit duo litora campis. The pro- 
ject of piercing through this land, and 
forming a navigable canal to communicate 
, the two seas, and render it unnecessary for 
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stradk his fancy^ and ^ed him with ideas ^^^ 
af imii«)rtal fame (n). The 6»eks o|^ ^'^0.^' 
p^sed the dtesigft, ^nd endeavoured tti %P' 
dissuade him from undertaking it. The 
Intiguftge <)f superstttkm was, that to at^ 
t«ttf>t t6 join what had been sevwed for 
ages, would be an impioti's violatiou of the 
laws of nature. Nero was not to be d^ 
terred from his purpose-; rc%ious pria-; 
cipies were urged iii vain ; to conqtier na- 
ture were an imperial work, ^d what the 
gods ordained, might be new-taodelled by 
his saperior judgement. Heki^w, besides, 
that the attempt had feeea made by 
Delttetrius Po^Kcrates, an eastern 'kiagj 
by Julius C^sar and Caligula (bj ; and 
t^ atecoiaplidb ^n arduous work, whicfh 
thoi^e thiiee princes had undeitaken with^^ 
Otft WeGty appeared to him t^ bei^ of 
human gloiy. He regolvi^, therefi3«»e, to 
b^gia the iwrk without ^delay. Having 
harangued the praertorisn ^Dldiers, a^<i * 

urged every topic that could inflame thei^ 
ardour, he provided himself \\'^ith /a golderi 
pick-asre '(fttt such bandis were not to ^be 
tuUied by ijaser metal), aod, ^dvsajnciia'g 
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APPGN; on the shore, suag in melodious strains. » 
vJ^v-^' hymn to Neptune, Amphitrite, and all the 
^'^d.^infenoT gods ^nd goddesses, \^ho allay or 
\^' heave the waters of the deep. After this 
ceremony, he struck the first stroke into 
the ground, and with a basket of sand on 
his shoulder, marched away in triumph^ 
proud of his Herculean labour. The na* 
tives of the country saw the frantic enter- 
prise with mixed emotions of fear, astor 
nishment, and religious horror. They ob- 
. served to Nero, that of the tljree princes^ 
who had ccmceiyed the same design, not 
one died a natural .death. Th^y told hjim 
further, that, iii some places, as sooq. as 
the axe pierced the ground, a stream ^ oC 
Wood gushed from . the woo nd ; hollov 
groans were heard from : subterraneoiw 
caverns; and various spectrejj, remitting ^3 
feeble murmur, were seen to glide algog 
the, coast. These remonstrances made no 
impression. Nero ordered his soldiers to 
* exert their utmost vigour ; money w«* 

levied in every quarter ; cruelty and ex- 
tortion went hand in hand. In order to 
procure a sufficient number of workmen, 
the jails in ajl parts. of the. empire were 
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ransacked, and the armies in Syria and appen. 

* B XVL 

Palestine had it in command to send to sl-v^* , 

Corinth all the prisoners, taken in battle. ■ ^^\^* 

A. n. 

' ' • ; §r. 

The conduct of the war against the 
Jewish nation had been, as mentioned 
above, committed to Vespasian, who had 
already carried his victorious arms through 
the province of Galilee. The enemy, as 
soon as they had intelligence that he was 
advancing at the head of a powerful army, 
endeavoured to surprise a Roman garrison 
in the city of Ascalon (c)^ but were repulsed 
with prodigious slaughter. Not less than 
eighteen thousand were put to the sword 
by the legions, who had orders to give no 
quarter. Vespasian found it necessary, 
against a fierce and obstinate race, at that 
time for their manifold crimes devoted to 
destruction, to forget the maxims of Ro- 
man clemency. It is certain that those 
merciful conquerors never spilled so much 
hostile blood in iany of their wars from the 
first foundation of Rome. The city of 
Gadara (d) was taken by storm, and reduc-* 
ed to ashes. The garrison and the whole 
body of the inhabitants perished in the 

VOL. IV. Q 
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flukes. In tiie mvux timer Trajan, wb<k9a 
«fsiiwfia aftenraxdi emperor of Rome, vm 
seQt» at the baad of the %em^h I«gK)p» to 



/Ll^Q, 



■%!* spread terror and destruction through the 
cmntty^ He laid aiego to the <^y of 
Japba (e), and, meeting with an obstinate 
lewtanee, earned tho v^ork» by assault. 
AU* vbo veie capable of bearing axin»> in 
Buinber net k&i than fifteen thousand, wese 
patt to ti» sword. Tha Sameiritans, who 

* )iad «i41ected their forces on Mount Gan< 
mBuff}i vera treated with the same aeveri* 
tf« CereaHs* trho afterwards conunanded 
«gain«k CiYiIis, the Batavka chieftain, and 
also in Britain, 1^ ocdera to maj»h with 
three theustod foot and six hundred horse 
to^ attack the fastoe saea on the hUIs, and 
dislodge the enemy. He formed haes of 
OCTQiuavaUation round the hUl, and by a 
dose blodRaoke cut off all eommunication 
with the adjacent country. The Sansari*- 
tana w^e reduced by. famine to the last 
diatces9 ; ye<v even in Uiat condition, held 
^ttt to ths last with determined obstinacy. 
C^i^ia wdersd his men to advance up the 

* bm. The Aoldieorsi forced their way up tba 
•ateep asMat» m^ vtth resistless raloarsooa 
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gained the summit. A dpeadful carnage afpeiI. 
fibllowed. Twelve tliiMi^and of the Sama- v^v^* 
ritans perished on the spot. The city of ^m.^"^ 
Oamala ffi^J was taken by assault, and the %^ 
garrison, with all the Inhabitants, put to the 
sword. 



• Vespasian, during these operations, car* 
ried on the siege of Jbtapata (i)y the strong- 
est place Jn Galilee. Josephus {kj^ the 
historian, had been appointed governor of 
the province, and he now commanded the 
garrison, determined to make a vigorous 
defence, and hold out to the last extremity^ 
The particulars of. the siege are refftted by 
himself, and therefore need not to be here 
fepeated. It will be sufficient to say, that 
be discharged all the duties of an abid 
officer, by his own example, no less than 
by his spirited exhortations, animating the 
soldiers, and in every part of the works ex^ 
citing them to deeds of valour* The siege 
lasted seven and forty days. In one of the 
approaches to the walls, Vespasian was 
irounded by a laiice aimed at him from 
the woffe^ J bnt he bore the pain with such 

q2 ^ 
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APPEN. silent fortitude, thAt no iliconsequence' 
s^-vw' followed. Qn the forty-seventh day of the, 

A TT f 

8«o. ' siege, the inhabitants still refusing to a-. 

^67?' pitulate, the signal was given for a generaT* 
assault. Titus, at the head of a choseqt 
band, scaled the walls, and was the firat: 
that entered the town. In that dreadful 
caisis it does not appear that Josephus eim 
ther faced the danger, or discharged the: 
functions of a general officer. Except the. 
women and children, and about twelve 
hundred prisoners,' all who were found iit 
the town died in one general carnage* 
Josephus was afterwards found concealed^ 
in a cave. Vespasian spsured his life, and' 
the historian survived to write an account 
of the siege, intermixed, indeed, with some 
romantic circumstances, but containing 
various matter for the information of po$«< 
terity. The city of Tarichaea flj^ which 
had been the receptacle of a turbulent and 
seditious rabble from all sides of the coun*» 
try, was compelled, after an obstinate re- 
Mstance, to open .her gate» to Titus. Ves« 
pasian ordered twelve hundred of the most 
fierce incendiaries to be put to death, as & 
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public example, and, m compliance with appen- 

Nero's letters, sent six thousand prisoners 0-v^' 

{m) to work at the isthmus of Corinth. ^i^* 

A. p. 

67. 

• XI. Wbile Vespasian pursued his con- 
quests, and, iU' one campaign, overran the 
province of Galilee, Rome was a scene, of 
tumult and distractidn. Helius reigned 
like a second emperor: the people called 
him the worst of the two. Each day pro- 
duced new proofs of avarice, cruelty, and 
all the vices of an upstart slave. The se- 
nators began to wake from their lethargy ; 
the clamours of the populace were loud • 
and fierce; rage and indignation glowed in 
every breast; and the flame was ready to 
mount into a blaze. ' The freedman saw 
his danger. He dispatch^ letters to in- 
form the emperor that the urgency oL his 
affairs required his presence at Rome ('a^. 
But Nero's vast designs were of too much 
importance. His answer. to the favourite 
was, " You advise me to return to Rom[e, 
^* but whatever your reasons are, ,you 
*^ ought rather to recommend a longer, ab- 
^* sence; that. I may finish my grand un- 
^f.dertaking, and. then revisit the capital^ 
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APPEN. ** Clowned with immoirtal dory." He taw 
iJ^y^ the numbdr of labouiens sent by Vespasiaa» 
^^?' atid, in consjderatibii of that timeiy suo 
%?* cour, forgave the merit of that victorious 
genemL OotImiIo/W had not tte good for- 
tune to be remembered -with e4ual modch 
Tfttion. Tiiidates had mentioned him with 
the praise due to bis virtue, and his faoa 
inarms; That commendation was sufficient 
to provoke the ingratitude of a tyxiuAf 
trho bdield distinguiahed talents with a jea^ 
lous eye, and. suffered no man to be great 
and virtuous with impunity^ Being al 
length 'determined to execute, the bloody 
purpose, which he had for some time baiv 
beared in secret, he wrote to Corbulo in 
terms of great esteem and kindness, call-^ 
ing him his friend and benefkctor, and eiL^^ 
pressing his ardent wish.to have an inter* 
view with a general who had rehdefed such 
signal services to the empire. Having ^^it 
that insidious invitation, he heid a private 
correspcmdence with Anius Varus, who 
serred in Asia ; a young man of a daring 
sptril, in haste to rise by his crimes* Td 
faknibate a charge. against his commanding 
dffieer, he knew would be the way to ingra^ 
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tiflte hkfi&etf tftth Nefo. ^Htf«;nt a iornial Ai»l 



accusation, loaded ivith fevcty crime fiiat * 



dalutnny -oouJd suggest. CoJ^boIo fell itttd *^.^' 
thesnaw. A mind like hiSj irtipw^at^fl "^• 
With honour atid befoie fei^JtUd^,' «ould 
ftdfiiit ho suspicion of inteflidfed tteadbery; 
He embarked If ithoctt Afty iekthnty trn^ 
ktttd^d at Ceudhi'^, a C^yfititkiah hat^tat 
in the .dSgean ilea; N^ro K(rwf ihete iit th^ 
iih^e^ dressed- ih Ms paalOthittle gati^, £ktul 
feaidy to mount? the sm^i *vth€ii %h^ atiifUl 
of bis geaeral ofte^f- *#«# aftWitt^iSd! - M# 
felt '«hfc ttide6tsftey i(tf gi¥i«g ttH ttfidlettce 
te hiil'tSOittedian's dr^^ to ri Hittrt» Vholri 
hcf r^spelcited, ifMle he \{&WA \Mt. T6 ^ 
htthself ffotti '^U^etnbtftf^siitncttf, h6 todtt 
the ^ortest Wfty,' ind^rit a d^tth-^antiartl , 
Go^bulo Saw toO' \kiJb ttitit bbh^ty it Wd 
©ftefi the dupe of the ignoble tftiM. fU 
gidOrtied to expostulate., *' I have deserted 
" this," lie said, atid fell upon his strord feji 

l^e blood of on* gteaf tfiftft coutd noi 
appease the cruelty of Nfewl.- Whoeve* 
tras 6thine«t for tatett% fkh^l,' ornol^Mtf 
titf biirth,' Was considered as a EFt&te-cHftL 
tttf. lit thai hUfht)e^ weF6 ^ two BeV^bo^ 
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APPEK. nil, Rufus and Proculus, who had IiTcd 

B XVI 

C>-^* in perfect harmony, with mutual esteem, 
• 8iw. * ^^^ true brotherly affection. Their fortune 
^^' wo-e a joint stock. They assisted each other 
intiieroad to honours, and both togethear 
rose to stations of high authority ; one on the 
Upper^ and the other on the Lower Rhine. 
While Aey discharged their respective du* 
ties with integrity, arid unwearied zeal :f<»: 
the public .service, Pacthis . Africanus (fj 
was their secret -epemy. This man had the 
ear of Nero, and knew h&ft: to transfuse: his 
own malignity into tly? hbart of a printie J0o 
fatally prone to evil d^eds. Thei^irtti^ pf 
the Scribonii were, by his m-tfpl 01191^ 
presentation, converted into cri?Qes ; the 
happy concord, in which they lived, was a 
conspiracy against the state; and their 
fame and credit in the German armiefs were 
the means of two ambitious politicians, 
not the end of their actions. By conciliat- 
ing the good will of the soldiers, they 
hoped to overturn the government. Nero 
took the alarm^ and, under a specious 
pretence of doing honour to the two bro- 
thers, invited them to his court. They 
obeyed his ordeis. As spon as they arrived 
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in Greece, a new scene was opened. Ah AppbSa 
audience was refused ; they were forbid to 



A IT d 

appear in the emperor's presence ; suborn- 'egQ. 
ed accusations vr&ce presented in form ; §7. *' 
and the unhappy brothers found them* 
selves in, the sad condition of state-crimi- 
nabsi. They demred to be heard in their 
ddfeQce. That act of justice was denied. 
They knew, that, undec a despotic prince, 
the interval between the opening of an 
accusation and the catastrophe is always 
short. They resolved not to wait th* ty-* 
rant's pleasure, but to deliver themselves 
with Roman fortitude' from an ignominious 
dsath. They opened their veins, a^d ex«* 
^red together.?. 

' The fate of Gtasstis f^;,'who derived an 
illustrious lineage fi»m Pompey the Greats 
arid Crass us the triumvir, may be mention^ 
ed in this place. Historians have not fiked 
the tMwe of las death with precision ; but it is 
cfsrt^id that he fell a victim to the cruelty 
pf N<yro. . C'tassus, his father, with Sen- 
bonia, his mother, and a brother, who was 
named Cneius Pompdns Magnus, had been 
cut off by the emperor Claudius (h). But 
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iSffms. the family, in. tfae opiaioti ^ Aqnil^tiir 

^0^ fiegulttsi bad not shed blood exuou^ 

^«ov^. Tfajyt permciousinftinsQttrinew' that to be 

' ^6j^' accosfed, wa* to be ooisdemaed. He ihs* 

vented a<^harge of anatrociou&natoiid, inci 

6ra86U« shared the fate of h^ murder^ 

^mily. He left two brothers r. ttt'e eld^st^ 

> CrasBos Scribontaniis ; the j6iingest»-^b 

unf<Mtanafee Pito, at that . tixbe^a* bahkh^d' 

man, batiafterwan^ adopftldby Qn^bikCkJi 

too soon to ]^} from thai: dangoiout exniv 



DuYing' these bloody titi^ediM,i tb« ^tait 
boiiiiess of pierrcifig^tlie isthmos t^as not ham 
glected. The work began atao^lace :ditte4 
Lechaeum fl), a sea*port on the Ionian s^. 
it #ent On with wtteMixm£>€kGt<&&a- ^ a 
itfumb^r- of d&yj$« ' A tn^nxibrntk dagfsm 
stadia in l,eug;th j which wa« ^tnputDdl^id b6 
Hkiehtfopart of the isthmus. But ti<^fliii»6 
df^tdMcoiid was lighted «{)> tk- Hofm- :4 
t^mi -was- gcitbeiiSrng in Oau),- ^d-'dOta;^ 
mo^ns shook (!^ei>3r past ^ the- e^iiia 
In ' that alarming :^0(»iji»idkt(i^ ' Helitti 
tfaoti^ ' fit to Itaem his a^sobiate P6)y-( 
tietus,. .as bi».9iGegeieBt :fKt Roaii^> ihd-hd 
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Hereof Comihj tm^, kj &jmg him, iq ww 
striking tQlours, a dreadftil picturfc of the ^£i^ 
steiteof iajiadrs, ecifci'o^d the neQessity;of ^^ 
reUimin^ to the cslpital. The grand entex^ 
prise was abandoned, and the Ionian aod 
^gean seas were left to flow in the direc 
tiofi; yrhidn jnatiire. hdd appointed.: But 
9tiii.tbjQ3*e was an; ob^ eat that attraot0idiN0- 
i^'9 fond r^ard. The time of cek^ratit^^ 
the Isthmian games w^is near at band^ , . Hb 
•favoujRLte pUsdion hurried htm to th^.plaiQ^ 
7he.\pugi|iG^ and the cjharioteer baoialted 
froin ills mind ail fedr of plots ainl iliMHrr 
redtipBfc He thought of the ctowns «rf ^ 
victdry. 3vhich he had obtaated inev^j 
quarter; His heart expanded with joy^ 
.with;selJ^txingratulation, and gratitude to^ 
w&<df.;a^|)»ople9 who had declavcd faki 
natchiess and unrivalled in. all th^ gamete 
and. exercises throughout the country. lit 
hehored so great a conqueror to leave 
a lasting monument of munifioence, and 
imperial grandeur. Elate with pride^ and 
touched with generous sentiments, he re* 
solved to give Greece her liberty. With 
that design he repaired to the forum* Ifor 
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APPEN. did he suffer his gracious inteintion to be 
wv-^' Uttered by the public crier. Such a gift 
W. required the accents of his own heavenly 
fi7,* voice* He ascended the tribunal of ha- 
rangues, and, having declared Greece a 
free country (mX set sail for Italy. 

A.v.c.l XIL The consuls next in office were 
A. b. -Galerius Trachalus and Silius Italicus. 
:They were both men of genius; both ad^ 
dioted to study, and distinguished by their 
ex tensive literature. I'rachalfls (a) was an^ 
brator in great celebrity, always copious, 
iSktid often sublime. Silius Italicus (b)hBjd 
also distinguished himself at the bar, but 
not with unblemished reputation. He knew 
that, under Nero, to be the accuser of in- 
nocence was the road to preferment ; but 
he returned to the paths of virtue, and by 
iiis poetry,' which he published afterwa;rd8, 
transmitted his name to posterity. During 
his consulship, Nero returned from Greece^ 
ito close the scene of vice and folly. After 
a tempestuous voyage, he arrived at Na- 
ples, where the first displays of his^nius 
had been seen iii their dawn fcj. His feme 
was now in its meridian lustfe. T4ie oon- 
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queror in theOlyippic^the PytUan, and thft AfPm. 
Isthmian games, was to. "enter the ^ity in ^^^^^ 
triumph; and for this purpose the usual ^'a^i. * 
avenues were not sufficient. The occasioo, . ^^^' 
required something new and extraordinary. 
The custom in Greece was, to throw dowm 
part of the city^wall fdj^ that the conqueror* 
in the sacred games might enter through 
the breach. Nero ordered an opening ta 
he made for himself, and entered the city 
Iq a triumphal car, drawn by six milk^ 
white horses. The splendour of the day^. 
exceeded the triumph of Flammitiius fej 
or Mummius. They had obtained victo- 
ries, and subdued a nation : but what Ro^ 
man triumphed over the arts of Greece? 
Who, before Nero, was declared the best 
charioteer, and the finest player on the 
guitar? Froni Naples he went to An-^ 
tium ffjf his native city, and there dis- 
played the same pomp and ceremony. 
But Rome was the place where his pride 
was to appear in all its grandeur. A long 
procession led the way. His crowns of 
victory in the various games glittered to 
the eye, and inscriptions, in glaring letters, 
blazoned forth ijne^ fame of Nero, the firs^ 
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itmtf^ RomaoL who gained the piiae of theatrical 
viirvw* talents. Festive songS) and tbanksgiving 
*««i. * hytnos, were sung, not to Jupiter fhj^ the 
-^lii?* guardian god of Rpme» bat to ApoUo^ the 
deitj < (^ singers and harpers* The trin 
umphal car, in which Augustus had' beeii 
aeaon, was brought forth on the occasion* 
That emperor, after all his victories,, cbk 
tered the citj ia triumph : Nero sat in th6 
same catriage, a coachnEmn and a play^l 
Augustus was attended by Agrippa ; Nero 
Itad by his side'^Diodorus, the musickn. 
The streets resounded with acclamations : 
** lol Victory ! Victory in the Olympic, the 
Pythian, and the IsthmxaU games I lo ! ^ 
conqueror of Greece \ Happy the people 
who beard that mdiodious voice K' Victims 
were slain, incense rose to heaven, and 
flowers CiJ covered all the way. 

Nejfo returned to his palace. Pbmp and 
sfxIendQur were at an eiid; the scenes of 
vaitiity passed away, and he w,i3^ left at 
leisure to think and to be wiretched. He« 
litis had told him that the conjuncture vncB 
big with danger. PiotS| insurrections, and 
coQspimci^ fill£^ his mind, with dneadlhl 



• Digitized 



byGoogle 



appnehenslona, A conspimc5 (k)^ beycmd iUmnt. 

all question^ was aetuail^r formed^ and v.^y«^ 

read J to break out, had it not been dis^ ^^^u^ 

covered by a trifling acddcot. It bap- ^^^ 

j^oed that one of \}s» oonspimtcors (l)^ 

towards the close of day, passed by thq 

theatre. He saw, yi one of the porticoa, a 

xaan loaded with fetters, and in bitterness 

of h0art bewailing his unhappy lot Upon 

enquiry it was found, that he was to ba 

led into the presence of Nero, "which he 

^jonaideied m sure destraction. The oone^ 

spif ator was touched with Gcosapassion* Ha 

drew nearer to the prisoncar, and, to assuage 

bis fiaarsy whispered in hia ear, ^^ Haw a 

" good heart; live till to-morrow, and you 

" will have reason to thank me as your de- 

l^iiterer/' These were words of comfort 

to a wietch^ who expected instant deaths 

His: hopes levived; such welcome tidii^ 

filled bini with delight and wonder; b«t 

wonder wa3 the strongest eaiotion. The 

novelty erf an incident so unexpected fixed 

his attsition. By what means was. he- to 

be delivered from impending ruin? d&m 

Miig bvt a dij^ ocMoapiracy eouLd btin^ 

about 9u«h m Qv«»t He resolved, toi jm» 
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Ai>VBN. veal all he. knew. The merit of a disco- 

fi. XVI 

lAi^v^ very^ made in time^ would not only secure 
^'wi.^* his life, but lead on to fortune. He de- 
^6^ sired to be conducted to the prince^ Hie 
conspirator was immediately seized and 
put to the torture. His courage was for 
some time undaunted, unsubdued. He 
denied the whole of the charge. But pro- 
tracted misery was too much to bear. 
His resolution failed. The names of his 
accomplices were extorted by the violence 
ci pain, and all were condemned to suffer. 
A scene of blood was laid, and Nero's su- 
perstition ascribed the discovery of the 
plot to the miraculous interposition of the 
gods. 

Having conquered his enemies, and se* 
cured the future tranquillity of his reign, 
he thought it time to give a loose to his li- 
bidinous passions, and pursue his theatri- 
cal amusements. For this purpose he re- 
moved to Naples, the place of perfect se- 
Gtirity, and the seat of pleasure. His hal- 
cyon days were soon interrupted. A storm 
had been for some time gathering in Gaul, 
and threatened at length to shake the em- 
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pipe to its foundatiod.' There was in fliat appbn. 

B XVI 

part of the empire a native of the cotin-* C.^ 
try, descended from the kings of Aqui- %^i\,^* 
tain, bj name {mj Julius Vindex. His fe- ^15^^ 
ther had been raised by Claudius to the 
dignity of a senator^ and the son was made 
governor of a province with the rank and 
powers of a Roman propraetor. This inan, 
without an army under his <:x)mmand, and 
without any resources, except what he 
jfound in his own personal courage, and the 
generous ardour of an independent spirit, 
undertook to free the world from bondage. 
He knew that an enterprise so bold and 
daring required the co-operation of the 
^provinces of Gaul and the Roman legions. 
With that view, he sent dispatches to GaU 
ba fnj^ at that time governor of the nether- 
most Spain, and made him a tender of the 
imperial dignity. Galba deduced his pe« 
digree from the ancient family of the Sul« 
picii : his mother, by her paternal line, was 
descended from Mummius, the conqueror . 
of Corinth, and by her mother's side, from 
Quintus Catulus, the pride and ornament 
of the old republic. He was consul under , 

Tiberius, in the year of Rome seven hun- 

VOL. IV. R 
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-w^fiy a^war« po»tp4 h|ro)t»>t w tie priijjpiw 
m^sn to' 4f p«se. ^ |)ri«<^ whpPQ c?njeltjr 

i^ffsd p«i^o tyf»«OF Jil^lf rjdicwlQus. O^U^ 
Sflpeiv^^ thedispfitG)^ ti^nt by Vinde^ with. 
1^ ffigijl ca»tk)ii ftf » ip^u for a4v»ii«eii 
^Jifc. H^^w^i wore tha» lieventy y«»|f 
9^ mA ^^ age i^ Qfil: t|i^ ^eftsjm -^ smf 
j^jj^n, Tp slj49 in f^uiet tJmwigb ike m- 

jbft ^irft4 fropi ft>rt»flei but, under tiu^ 
i»»tF»f4 Pftlw» *^ ^p»rfe of ft dying pa*^ 
s*«ft WPff rfj^ittiiled. And yet the ^t^ 
fll^se p«pppppd t?t WlP was big with dang^ft 
^1^^ ^Vl^ ^ottbtftjl. fpttdeneft CQnr 

lij^j; aftd i^^U^e, ,The jer^m^in Pf 9# 
^ d^' |>$HYii?«^ bft4 )?iefA> iu U^ iOIHIr 
{^^ §^ijt^ ^ ^fier i»tft Afi €r#l|« 
If^^i th(^y hfttpd H^Qj feut iniitfli|4 flif 
4^dl§rii}g Qpeu iiwtility, they, thought it 
moi^ advisable to pr^vid^ fo? their QVfU 
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«a^^, by lending to Rome the letters apfbn. 
^hrch> they had received from Vinder. vj>-w* 
QaSSan suppressed his in *iifence* Nero re- ^ ii\?" 
£eit^ th* news with joy and esultation. g^* 
Mm finnlices^ he said, were well aigh ex- 
jiaiutedy and th^ forfeited e^tm of the , 
iiisurgehts woiild be ways aiul meanis, hf 
^ich fae inteiided to^Il hk treasury. Ht 
ixHisidered Oalba^s silence as a proof, of 
^ihi Without further enqiiii*jr, he con- 
i^fecated ali his property at Rome, and dis** 
.patched assassins, with ordws to put Mm 
4o death. 

' Vindeir, In the mean time, ^e^arted him- 
self wil^ unremitting vigour to i^^tise the 
people of GauL He. went to the various 
cities, and lighted up the flame of war in 
ev.ery quarter. He called a public con- 
rention of the states, and harangued the 
assembly, in substance as follows {aj: ^^ We 
^* lire,^' be said, *f not under laws, and civil 
^ government, but under the will of ^ 
^ single tyrant. Vice and cradty lord it . 
*^ over mankind,^ The provinces groan un- 
^ dfer the yoke of oppression ; our houses 
^ are pillaged i our wives and* daughters 

R 2 
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APPEifQ." are violated, and our relatioiij^ bftsefjr 
^L^' "murdered- Of all our misery Nero k 
^'m.^' " ^^^ author. What crime so great that he 
^68?' *' ^^ ^^* dared to perpetrate? His mother 
" died by his murderous hand. That hor- 
*^ rible parricide makes the heart recoil:; 
" but Agrippina deserved her fate. She 
" brought a monster into the world. At 
^^ length the measure of his guilt is full. 
^^ The east is up ixt arms; Britain ia 
" commotion; and the legions in Spain 
" and Germany are on the eve of a revolt; 
" and shall the nations of Gaul stand linr 
•" gering in suspense ? What consideration 
" is there to restrain your ardour.^ Shall 
" the titles of CeBsar, of Augustus, of 
^^ Prince, and Impeititor, throw a false 
** lustre round a man, who has disgraced 
" his rank, and made majesty ridiculous? 
*^ These eyes, my friends, these eyes have 
" seen him a fiddler, a mountebank, and a 
^^ pantomime-actor. Instead of his impe- 
.^ rial titles, call him Thyestes, CEdipuSy 
" Alcmaeon, and Orestes. Those names 
^^ are suited to his crimes. How longartt 
" we to submit to such' a master? Our 
" forefathers took the city of Rome by 
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# stcH'm: and what was their motive?. In appen. 

B XVI 

*** those days the love of pluuder was suf- C^^ 
^ iicient to provoke a war. We have a ^'i^l-^* 
^ nobler cause ; the catise/ictf public liberty. ^^' 
^ It is that, my frierrdsi it is that glprioua 
*f cause that now invites us. Let us obey 
^ the call, and draw the avenging sword. 
** The nations round us, fired with indig- 
^ nati^, are ready to assert their, rights.^ 
•f Let them not be the first to prove iheni*^ 
•f selves men. The enterprise has in it all 
^f^ thai is dear to man, all that is great 
*? in hum^n nature; arid ghall we not be; 
^ the first to seize the glorious opportu-**: 
'*^ nity? Let us go forth at oiice, and be 
*^ the delivered of the world.'' ' 

' This speech was received with shouts of 
applause. The deputies^ inflamed with 
ardour in the cause of liberty, returned 
to their Tespective cities ; a warlike spirit 
was kindled in the tnass of the people ; a 
league was formed, aiid the din of arms was 
b^rd in every part of the country. Galba 
was ififormed of all that passed. H6 also 
knew tihat he was proscribed by Nero, and 
that his effects were sold, by public auction^ 
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Mvrm. Tie tide, afiailaira rushed on wtiii. a sirell 
^0^^ tint enrerpo^vEi^^ a. mind by mdMre indou 
^'^^' krit, aaid enfeeWed fbj? fige* lo the ma^- 
^* ber of Galba'9 friends Titus VimicB ivte>th«^ 
enly piersoni that endearoufed tt> YOuse U# 
droopiinig spirit. T0\ ;faf skate ; ill ^ m^ch it 
ji^ncture^ afupeared ' tavkkia a priTatioii! o# 
I Rpad: ncitiiiiig short of ntajdness. Tlie.ciiiljr 
qale^tionv he: said^ wae^ wMck wasmjosticli^i^ 
We^ ii> act in ctolijunetiDB M?ith Vindenv lot 
tki> MTHge war again^ hioi^ against .a. laaii^ 
iHux wiaheki to Idepoee a .tyrant^ afadi.dall 
tot .' the. sisccasskai a prince wjba posidsMd- 
tifaf^ virtues of l>i}maaitjp Gsdbal sawt; Ad" 
neiessiiy of takiagi a. decided patt, Bqitihiit 
natural irresoTutiaD wasinoib easily doiKpiar*' 
ed. He wished to sound the inclinations 
dit; ^«rtpk)]pilte^ ahds foi^ that purpc^^sum- 
imaed*^ ^and eoiiocii too meet .iaiL'!^w 
Ganfehagei fpjj m orcfisr, aa he pn^tended^ tii> 
sifcCde^ die jKULmmbsikMi of d^9^6. i ^^Hiar 
fnends knQ^«:» that greater mattars yrGsb, im 
a||ttetaon, and;iae£0rfiing}i$rv spittaadka gnie^' 
rid ' darm.. 0»y die day ^poiirted^ an iicmt 
ceedibii tnulltitiidq assenibledLfteniian.paartt/ 
oE th^ CDuntcyl Galbai asceiidb(ik:llle^ titi»^ 
bmalv prepaa»4 bjd a.i«)8Uviraag^di<iEittiHt 
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iee to srpe^k ai ohee Id the ^e ihi^ ffa^ 
wr. T&d im«g!le» df the tncm iUti^ti^kAA of 
both se±9s{^/i who hfid Mleha m^^iitMtd to ^. 
Nerc/s cmelty, w^srig riKig^i in feg«ter ofi 
<iler toumd the coUBtc^hsn^ber.: Thie siliint 
d«w^«en6e of tbat patfaecki ictM lb ktlfew 
irovdd ftiiiist tiie etfatofy send i&flfftiiie ^'6 
^siofl!{ Of Ms mAied^.' Ite fitej^n" his 

H 6tnSled iatiod^lidti. Th^ l^(feM6M* #as 
{yf the ifirM itapmititS, stn^ l^e ^iMi^ iAto 
if it Mi(»€f,' wiilli w^iibfh aMd vehdcii^tib^*. 
itif pUhktM ISiH^ tbe^ hdtiofd bf Nero's 
#«^,^ the tfe(5 off 6^e»^6^ tltfftkiif^afete 
tibe ^4y\rJMK!)f^^ ^d<tl^diirn!)e#i that iMiaiiect 
tl«6 Kdbleit^mileitv t#'^V66>ft were nebes- 
sary^ he lo)ik^d itbtMd'fhe hafl, sind Ibbhbld, 
W s£u-<k^ " Bdi<^d the^ in ^Mrig tsc^iifi 

«ift6t df Jleft) byitty T»r6i^d*: vie# hitrftrttK 
/« 5«ur o#fi e;^^.- "thds^ Mi^gie# ifllb^m 
«^ia^fl«6 Miil#. L^- the^tih^ ^ast^f f^' 
^ t«lreil> ofi t^ miii^red' €l£^»fs f Yoa si^ 
*f N^iolst mothlel#, bt^«hb^,vah(S ^tel'r bil 
"^i^dfei' his> aUtit/ hi»S' n^UA^t rdatiH^tlsi ! ^is 
'' MfmtJkdH friehdft! allf Bdliih^ited,*^ sdT 4^- 

^*^stt6yeir> by t%^iiwot^, by feiriiiaei by pbU 
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AMBN. ** scm, by every villainy ! Direct your leyei 

vi-v^' *' to yonder wall; you there behold Burrbus, 
821. " Lateranus, Vestinus, Cassius^ and Lucius 

^68?' ** Vetus, with a long train of thie first men 
** in Rome ! They sufiered for their talents 
" and their virtues. Nor is this all : think 
" of your own native genius; call to losiind 
f^ the men^ born in Spain, who were tbi^ 
^^ ornaments of Roman literature, and an 
'^ hoBOur to their country. There lies Se^ 
f • neca frj,' the enlightened philosopher; 
^' he bleeds in a bath, and with his lasjt 
"breath teaches 'the precepts pf wisd<Hii{ 
" Y<)ur greta,t poet, Lucan, whose bosom 
** glowed with the love of freedom, i:e{>eajks 
^^ his own immortal verses, and expires ; 
" his father, Anna^us. Mda, falls a victim, 
** because he was the brother of your greai 
" philosopher, and the father of such a 
" son. Survey that group; you have there 
" PsetjLL^ Thrasea, and Bareas Soranus, who 
" were virtue itself. See that tr^'in of il^ 
" lustrious wopai^: .Sextia, Polliitia, and 

^ "Serviiia, all led to execution. That boy 
" IS Rufiims CrispiQus /sjj the spnof Pop- 
f' psea by her first hustiand ; and j^K^with* 
'^ standing his tender age and ipnocence. 
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f^ >&t^ lA^sh hko iioiD » rock into the sea. apfsv. 
f^ Behold thU youth jftj^ whom I have 
." brought before you fronj one of the Bar 
^t leanc iskgdds^ wherie he >waB coQdemned 
*^ to live in exile, . He. is too young to 
^* Jmoiy the mature of a .crime, or hi» own 
^^ wretched lot. Nojt y«t a citizen, and^ 
^VhehpJdJ he h b^isbed from his coun- 
*^itry. The^e we the exploits of N»o. 
*f Vindex has undertaken to be the de^ 
," Jiverejr <rf his country- For you, and ail 
." 3pa).n, I jam v^ilUng to brave every dan* 
/^; get. My commission is from the senate, 
f^ and the Roman people. I disclaim the- 
5* authority of Nero : to me hje is no kwger 
^^ .emperor. I know that by him I am ad- 
." jud^d to death ; bjit, if you resolve to 
*^ assert your rights, if you make a cdn^' 
f^^pp cause with m^ m that glorious. 
'^ struggle, I am willing to close my days 
^^ in y^ur service.^" This, speech inflamied 
the ' multitude with uncommon aidour. 
The plac;e resounded^ with acclamaiioos^ 
andOalba was saluted Emperor- of Home. 
His modesty, or his prudence, m^e jma 
decline tba^ title. He desired to be caUfid > 
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ATRDTf tlie ged^mlof tiM senate and llie 'IU)CiiEUf ' 
s.^v-^ people^ . , • . c. J - 

ed ad Naples^ fittH sfddictedl to hifii fdvokitite' 

aoEHiseftneAtSy endmfiting hiinsieM^ atid the 

, ptibKc, i»kll- his iMtpj e^nd «&i4%i i^MMit 

on Inrinj^iig' to perfdctioiv at ^^d^uliid' #r- 

g»» iTtf^yioii ft tie^ C6nfsti*«i^ti^^ Vhiollil^e' 

pnknMM tb t^oddt^e t>n the »fkgt$/>^'^t 

. thattga^ mmaity wad eoidi^'olr^irdaisfi. ' ' ^Ad- 

iQi Che isitert VincMx: tt^as i«t: «l»e' bMkd >0f a' 
ptyiraolu^ !Etfmy. ' N«fo ^h^^dde^-edi al/tke' 
n^wsqi -iAdigtiastioA ^tm sl^tceed^d-^ be' 
tbfeiKtbned to piMis)ki«le;i«foelk>wHti><ieJli«ii;' 
hiBifrivl»l6wi^ pa6bi<$nft< took «hiiit<-tu#ift ;'6e" 
T««»t lio 36^ tiMi atHletk; eief ds^^ '^Mid fttfleH* 
his ^it«r. In>tb&t imMmeifhe passed coght 
ob teiKid«|y«^ miordelrfc givmi; &o tetteiflor 
thB)«6iiate(MiM:a lorord' escaped from him*) 
h($(iiaiKt<ilf«lbdi:a]iliH[ stlleb silence. FrMh- 
tidings* arriveid Ax>m Gaal ; the prockhna^ 
t)i«y,''«^cb Vindeec published! in evev^' 
c^tittfir, V^re delwen^ to hiiA ; tteibttfiil 
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e%k lit «h* iftdlgttttjr «ffefed to- feii telewts,: ^S.^' 
he gtarted cf|) i» a isudidea fury, ctl'tnumed "^qI^' 
(ftie bancftMCifi^fa&K \«to)«^ to* ^e s^«Mi«(ir 
to t^&t the^r^th «f t%e^B9ph-6, and, l« 
fire t&eift witfel ifidifgn^rtioflf ttd^d^ \lt fi»* 
Ihetir twffly^ ** Jtidge ydOMeH^eSy <*diw«¥ipf 
*t falhew, jttdge df the JHselettcie' of Vkd^;' 
*^ in ki« o^tt wotdi sm' 1lie» in^ligniQK i)f 
'^ thait aiadflCMi«9 rebel. Be ba^- (feMdiiiiti^ 
^ picmsrly to> tfs^y that I iKa'^e a^ bail v^ee>, 
♦ra«h*pl«fiUioetb€guite*.* A c6ttiplaH»t' 
of that ifUvpoitaiMie d(m1d not fait tii^in^tii^ 
animiifffessifcHtfdii tiefatliiiiDS. Th^ypa^^ 
atdffq^^,^ de^kwiDg 6«Ubd a ^k;}k! eiieftiy, 
auA pDOfttidnf a; iiefward ^ WH millidiis ctf 
sdstemea for lAiiS head: df Vn^ii^ -Ti^' 
G^u^) witsh' sup««ior magtiaiiifAity, dflfered" 
hi9o«v.iiiiittad fi^} iKMwheeter shduM: bi4^ 
hi«i-:tbati:<i&ll«r0. If he flieed the^&M. 
ffOitt a iMidas^, he) seC n(^al«(e m Me^ 6aVi1 ^ 
Jlfer'b^'fh^ wdatdidl!e<«oi»«eii«. - > 

• r Vwgkiks l^rlis, m^fSk hi «ha« tiiWe; a!^' 
iipaUweDofithfctl/pipi^is^h^, ha^>re)geiVed'- 
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I. mXirWdl,. Whether, that c^cer aspor^ W 



c^v^' the imperial dignity, seem» to ;be a pror 
^8«i. Wem not solved by any Of the historians,. 
^6^' Xt 19 certain that 1^ legions, seeing the mir 
series occasiqnqd by ,N^o*s tyranny, and 
?tt length disgusted by the contemptible 
£roliq» of an emperor, who rendered it ridir 
qulou^ id gbey him, made a' tender of the * 
eijipire to their own general, whom they 
i???pected for his military talents, and the 
idirjtjues .of nioderation. Virginius decUned 
thje oj^fer. If he nourished ambition in his 
heart, he thought it best to suppress it in 
that juncture, and wait for future exrents. 
It bejonged, he said, to the senate, and the 
senate: only^ not to the legions, to dispose, 
of the sovereignty. Whatever were his 
Views, he still retained a true Roman spi- 
rit, and, with indignation, saw a rebpl 
chieftain and his conq^uered countrymen 
joined in a league to gi^e an emperor to' 
the mistress of the world. ,He resolved to 
collect his forces, and march in quest of 
the enemy. Gaul was far from acting 
with a spirit of uniqn* Int^nal dissen* 
sion^ divided the states into contending 
fi^f4Pns. The 3equani fyj^ ti^: Mdnu anci 
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Arvemi, followed the banners of Vindex. appen. 

B XVI 

The LingoneSy and the people of Rheims, \L^^ 
accustomed to slavery, and hating the op- ^'^{^ 
posite party^ declared for Nero. The cities ^^' 
6f Vienne and Lyons^ which lay contigu* 
ous, renewed their ancient animosity ; the 

. former listing on the side of Vindex ; the 
latter, with a pretended regard for their 

/ oath of fidelity, espousing the cause of 
Nero. In that disposition of the public 
mind, Virginius entered Gaul at the head 
of his legions, with a strong reinforcement 
of .Belgic auxiliaries, and the Batavian co 
horts. He proceeded by rapid marches to 
Vesontium fzj, a city in lejigue with Vin- 
dex. The inhabitants refused to opeil 
their gates. Virginius pitched his camp^ 
determined to lay siege to the place. Vin- 
dex advanced to the relief of his confede- 
rates. The two armies were in sight of 
each other. The Gallic chieftain, little 
doubting that the Roman general s opinion 
of Nero coincided with his own, thought it 
prudent, before he tried the issue of a 
battle, to negotiate by his deputies. He 
accordingly made his overtures. Various 
messengers passed between the two com- 
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>iW!N. joBwietSt )aBd «a inti^TiMr at last tadk 

R XVI 

vJ'-v-^^' place. The Msuit was »i agreemenft of 
"^'^i^ «Oine kind^ tmt <irfaai warn tfeie tsrats it ift 
^1^' £puitle6s iiovr to eaquire. Higtpry faa£ k^ 
. us ill the datic. AU tiiat can be Vekited 
vith qeitaiiity is, that Vii^inms began to 
«rlth(kair bis* IbroM^ and Viadex mth his 
mnny made his approach to the oralis of th€ 
town. 'Die legions 6)lw the motions of tii6 
ffliiemy^ and, imagining that thej meant to 
offer battk, rerotVed to begin the attacks 
The annies of the Upper and Lowier Rhin^ 
were not ^ured to discipline. Fierce, and 
disdaining all pontroul, they wanted no oii 
ders from their general. A des^rate en- 
gagement followed. ITie Gauls Were un^ 
{prepared, fcmt their courage braved ever^ 
danger. Botb sides fought with impetus 
ous fury ; the Gauls resenting the fcreachefjr 
of theii' Enemies, the Romans jstimulafted 
by their inveterate animosity. BlbddaAd 
caitiage covered all the plain. The legJoiis 
cut their way with dreadful slaughter; till 
the Gftuls, having lost no less than tw^ttt^ 
thousand t)€ f hdr bravest troops, and see^ 
ing inevitable destruction on every side; 
betook themselves to flight. Vindex ex^ 
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ca'ted himself ia tfvfsey quarter o(ih£.§aM aphsm. 
to prevent the mstseacre : but his efiprts ^^U^ 
were in vain. He saw the sla^i^.teraf his ^'^i^' 
peo{de, and concluded, tliat Virgiiiius*^ had ^^' 
betrayed htm, and the ^ause of liberty. 
His entefprisje. ddeated/ and iip.hofies^^ 
xsoaquest left, be nesolved not to survive k 
calamity so unexpected. He fell upon kts 
sword, and died on the fieM of batde.- > 

1 . 

. Meanwhile, all Slpain was in corpmotiom 
Oalba was employed m scheii^s of futme 
grandeur. He raised a« new legion, mus- 
tered forces in all quai tevs, and with hk 
iitmost art and industry allured the differf- 
ent states to his interest. Cornelius Fus<- 
€us, a young man of illustrious birth, went 
over to Galba, and drew with hiip the pr^ . 
vince of which he was governor. But the 
great accession of strength was from Lusif> 
tania. Otho, who had beeh the favourite 
of Nero, and his constant companion in a^ 
his scenes of riot and debauchery, had 
been for some years at the head of that 
province. He was appointed to that sta- 
tion, as the reader may remember ftrnj^ xxnr ' 
der colour of doing hirti honour ; but, ini. 



Digitized 



by Google 



2^ aPpekbo. to BbOK xvt 

APPGN. hct, tor remove a rival, whom Nero d^eads> 
0»^^' ed^ and to leave him at a distance from 
^*g2i\^' Rome, in a state of honourable banish^ 
^P* ment. Otho considered himself as no bet* 
ter than di^state prisoner, in a remote part 
of the empMre. Resentment prompted him 
to revenge ; and ambition like his was 
eager to come forth from obscuritj, and 
act a principal part on the great stage of 
public busiiless. He melted down all his 
massy gold and silver; and, having con^ 
verted it into coin, went with his whole 
treasure, and the forces of his province, to 
support the enterprise of an old man, who 
he knew, in the course of nature, could nbt 
long enjoy the supreme authority. The 
other governors and propraetors followed 
. his example. The Roman empire seemed 
to be transferred to Spain. Nero was: at 
Ikst sensible of his danger. He ordered 
the legions in lUyricum to advance by ra^* 
pid marches into Italy; he recalled the 
troops that had been sent against the Al* 
banians to the borders of the Caspian Sea; 
and he expected the fourteenth legion, 
then in Britain, to come without loss of 
time to his assistance. Distract:ed by the 
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news that filled all Italy, he forgot his hy- 4^*^- 
drauiic organ, and returned to Rome, co- ^.^^v^ 
vered with consternation. Hi^ fears were ggi. 
soon dispersed. I^etters from Virginias 69/ 
Riifus art ved at Rome. The deft'tfi of Viii* 
jdex, and the total overthrow of his army^ 
transported Nero beyond all bounds of 
joy. He called for his musical instro* 
ments; he tuned his harp, and warbled 
$ongs of triumph. 

In Spain, the minds of men were affected 
in a very different manner. Galba saw an 
unexpected reverse of fortune. He blamed 
bis own imprudence, and accused thcr folly 
of .an old man, who, at the close of Ufa, 
was weak enough to listen to the call of 
ambitioiip To try, if possible, to retrieve 
his affairs, he sent dispatches to Virgi* 
*iiius Rufus, inviting him to a participation 
of counsels and of future grandeur. The 
o&r was rejected. It was a maxim with 
Rufus, that the senate and people had the 
sole right of creating ah empteror. The 
civil power, he said, in every well-consti- 
tuted government, ought to be supreme: 
to obey is the virtue of a soldiec, . Galba 

VOL. IV. s 
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APi^N. fa^ tio resource left. Half kk c&ralirt 
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s,^,^^' shew^ themselves alienated from his ser^ 
^^i.*'- vfee» atid were retained with diffieolty. 

^^- Dejected, hopeless, and expecting eertMa 
destruction lirom the assassins employed bj 
J«f«wV he retired to the city of Ckmia (N))y 
and ti»ftre relapsi^ into his former indo* 
knee. 

XIII. Nero was now at the summit of 
his wishes. He triumphed in the pride of 
hkt imagination over all his enemies. He 
had i^een on his way from Naples a m<Mio- 
tnefital sculpture, representing a Gaul (a) 
dvereome by a Romsm soldier, and draped 
along the ground by the h«ur of his head* 
Hie gods, he said, presented diat object to 
htm as an omen of victory, and their decree 
^ was happily Mfilied. Amidst alt his fraa^ 

^c joy^, his worst demies were in his own 
breast. His vice$ were undotinhiing him 
lilth tiye'<anny m well as tiie people. Ho 
oused immolate supplies of money, and 
fipiandtsred the w^ie with wild prefttsitm.. 
An occurrence l^ppened, by which die 
city ms thrown into a viotent ferment A 
^i]p arrived^om Alexandria, supposed to 



digitized 



by Google 



aPTBBAIlNAI& 3^ 
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of jojr to the popujbce. ^ho dmded a ^I^vw 
deardi itf provisions. It maj be ^Ujr ^ssL^ 
imagiised what a tum their passkms took^ ^^ ' 
when it was known that the vessel biou^ 
a freight of sand (b) from the banks of the 
Nile» to smooth the arena &r wrestlers and 
j^iators. The disappointment excited^ 
at first, a huigh of sccnm and indignation; 
Tttlgar wit and scurrilous jests made Neio 
an object of contempt; and from con« 
tempt the transition to hatred, rege^ and 
fury, is always sure, and ofi^en instantai* 
neous. The pufohc damour was load aad 
violent: the people, with one voice, wkfaed 
to be ddivered from a monster; they la^ 
mented the loss of Vindex; and the prs^ 
torian guards, \vho had been the support of 
a pemiciow reign, began to miumur d$^ 
eoQftent, and to shew manifest symptoms 
of disafiection. 

4 

NymphidiuB and Tigellinus (cX who had 
oiken fignrad in scenes of public tniqaity^ 
were joiiKt prsefects of the ftrsetorian eamp^. 
The former, as has been mentioned, was the 
aonof a woman vnho prostituted her fMMon 

s 2 • ' 
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w-y^ Claudius. Having recoimneiided hiiaaelf 
*8«i. ' bj his vices to the favour of Nero, he had 
^^* the ambition to i be thought the issue of an 
intrigue between his mother Nymj^dia 
and . Caligula. Nymphidius and his col- 
league Tigellinus acted in concert, and 
joiptly exerted their pernicious talents. 
They saw the disposition of the soldiers, 
and, with the ingratitude of men who had 
raised themselves by their crimes, thought 
the opportunity fair to strike a stroke of 
perfidy. They began by bribes to insi- 
nuate themselves into the affections of th^ 
^ praetorian guards, and, when they had su& 
ficiently prepared them for a revolt, whis^ 
' pered to the senate, that Nero was dcs 
serted on every sidej that he had not a 
friend left; and that, by consequence, the 
wju>le legislative authority was in the hands 
of the fathers. That assembly remainedr 
for some time in suspense; timid, waver- 
1^9 and irresolute. The conjuncture was 
dark aiid gloomy. Nero was alarmed ; he^ 
paused from his pleasures, and saw that 
some deep desi^ was in agitation. To 
prevent it by one bold effort, he formed ^ 
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nesblution to massacre the senate, and. after appen. 
setting fire to the city a second time, to let wv^ 
loose his whole collection of wild beasts, to ^'sYi.^ 
devour the people in the general conster* ^^ 
nation, and save himself by flying into 
Egypt. This horrible scheme was no 
sooner conceived than brought to light bjr , 
one of his favourite eunuchs. This mis- 
creant had been, for some time, subservient 
to the vices of his master, and lived with 
him in the dearest intimacy. From a per- 
son so beloved nothing was concealed. He 
VM the confidential friend of the emperor, 
not only in scenes of riot, but also in the 
most important counsels. But the jealousy 
of an upstart, raised above his base condi- 
tion, is easily alarmed. The favourite fdj 
thought himself slighted. His pride was 
roused^, and, to revenge the injury, he dis- 
covered the particulars of the inteqded 
inas9&ere. 

A design so black and horriUe raised 
the general indignation, llie fathers trem- 
bled for themselves, but the habit of slavery 
had debased their faculties. They saw that 
no time was to be lost, and yet could not 
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apfkn: rtBsolve -to act with rigour. NymphiiSiiu 
' tried by erery means to inspire them witit 



^8^1.^' 2^ And comrage. He had seduced the 
^M?' praetorian guards, and, to secure their afw 
^tionSy promised in Galba^s name, but 
without his authority, a reward of thirty 
thousand sesterces to each pr»torian, and 
five thousand to each legionary soldier 
throughout the armies of the empire; a 
sum so prodigious, that, as Plutarch ob« 
serves, it could not be raised without worse 
tyranny, and more violent rapine, than had 
been felt during the whole reign of Nero. 
The proinise proved, afterwards, fatal to 
Galba, but served the purposes of a man 
who was bent on the nrin of Nero, and» 
by raising the military above tlie civil an* 
thority, intended to introduce into the po* 
litical system, two pernicious maxims ; the 
first, that emperors w«re to b6 created in 
the camp, not in the senate; and, se- 
condly, that the imperial dignity was ve* 
iial, to be, for the future, set up to sale, 
and disposed of by the soldiers to the 
highest bidder, 

Haviiig settled his measui'es, and laid 
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tbe plan of a revolution, he did. pot ta yet ^^^iif> 
think it time to throw off the mask, but, to. v*^^'^ 
complete his work, chose to proceed bj ati. 
fraud and dissimulation. He went with ^e«^ 
Tigellinus to the palace, and, with ao m 
of deep affliction, informed Nero of hia 
danger. "All," be said, ** is lost; th^ 
*f people, assembled in seditious tunmlta* 
" call aloud for vengeance ; the pr^torijon 
" guards abandon your cause; and these^ 
*.' nate is ready to pronounce a dreadful 
" judgement. You have only one exp6^ 
** dienl left, and that is, to make yomJ 
" esci^iei ?md seek a retreat in Egypt." Xn 
this manner the two men, who ,hftd bettt 
raised from the dregs of the people, left 
their beneffu^tor. In all his scenes of vice 
and cruelty they had been his chief abet* 
tors, and they now abandoned him at hi9 
utmost need. 

Nero saw the sad reverse of his affairs. 
From his armies he could expect, no sup- 
port. The troops on their march towards 
the Caspian sea had been recalled, but a 
Jong repose was necessary to revive the 
tpirits of men well ni^h e^hau^ted by ^n* 
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A<mUf. cessiiat ^tigue. The legions from IHyri- 
' cum returned wiUi alienated minds. Scorn- 
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Ml. * iijg to disguise their sentiments, they sent 
^6$/ * deputation to Vir^nius on the Upper 
Biiine, expressing their ardent desire, that 
ke w<mld yield to the request of the le-r 
^ons under his command, and accept the 
imperial dignity; Eight Batavian cohorts 
kad shewn a spirit of disaffection, and the 
pnetorian guards were under the influence 
of Nymphidius. In this desperate situa-* 
tioo^ Nero looked round for assistance, 
but he looked in vain. He wandered 
tlH*ough. the apartments of his palace, and' 
all was solitude. He, who but a few days 
before was the god of the senate and the 
people, was now in dread of being their 
victim. Conscience began to exercise her 
rights. Her voice was heard; Nero re- 
viewed his crimes, and shuddered with hor- 
ror and remorse. He repeated in despair 
and anguish of heart, a line, which, when 
personating CEdipus, be had often de- 
claimed on the public stage (ej; " My wife, 
♦• my father, and my mother, doom me 
** dead.'' Of all his courtier-fry, and all 
Jus instruments of guilty not one adhered 
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to him in the hour of distress^ exceptSpo- Mman. 
ras, the eunuch; Phaon (f)^ axk enfran* ^^i^v^* 
chised slave ; and Epaphroditus, hb secrc- ^'sY i.^* 
tary. He gave orders to the soldiers on ^q^/ 
duty, to proceed with all expedition to Os* 
tia, and prepare a ship, that he might em« 
bark for Egypt. The men were not willing' 
to obey. One of them asked him in half 
a line (g) from Virgil, " Is it then so wretch- 
*\ ed a thing to die ?*' He went to the Ser- 
^ vilian gardens, carrying with him a vial of 
swift-speeding poison, which had been pre- 
pared by the well-known (hj Locusta ; but ^ 
his resolution failed. He returned to hid ^ 
chamber, and threw himself on his bed; 
The agitations of his mind allowed no rest. 
He started up, and called for sonie friendly 
hand to end his wretched being. That of- 
fice no one was willing to perform, and he 
himself wanted fortitude. . Driven to the 
last despair, and frantic with remorse and 
fear, he cried out in doleful accents, " My 
^^ friends desert me, and I cannot find an 
"enemy.'' He rushed forth from his pa* 
lace, as if with intent to throw himself into 
the Tiber. He changed his mind, and 
thou^t of flying into Spain/ there to sur^ 
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Affvr/retid^ to the mercy of Galba.. 

' But iio ship wii$ readj at Ostia* Variow, 



^aS'.^* piojecti presoited tbemsdlves to hi$ mind^ 
^^* iaqokk aticcesaiofi, increastiig the tumult^ 
o^ his pttsuonft) and serving only to distract 
hinL more. To try his powers of eloquence^ 
ipm another expedient that occurred to 
him. For that purpose he proposed to go, 
forth in a mourning garb to the forum, and 
there, by a pathetic speech, obtain hk par-^ 
. don from the people. Should their obdu^ 
sate hearts remain impenetrable to the soft 
influence of persuasive oratory, and refuse 
to jeinstate their emperor in the full enjoy* 
ment of his prerogative, be had no doubt 
but he could, at the worst, wring froni 
thttn the government. of Egypt, where, in 
the character of praefect, he might givQ 
free scope to his inordinate passions. This 
pnoject seemed to promise success ; but a 
ray of reflection struck him with sudden 
horror. The populace, without waiting to 
hear the divine acc^its of that harmonious 
voice, might break out into open sedition, 
Bnd in their fiiry tear their prince limb 
bom limb. What course could he pursue? 
Where could he hide himself? He looked 
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round in wild despair, and asked fais re- aprn. 
maining companions. Is there no liiikhig* v«-v^' 
place ? no safe recess, where I may have ^wi,^ ^ 
time to consider what is to be doi^P !Riaont ^g^' 
his freednian, proposed to conduct him to 
an obscure villa /i^, which he held in kit 
possession, at the distimce of about fowr 
miles from Rome. 

Nero embraced the offer. There waa 
no time to be lost He went forth in all 
his wretchedness; without a shoe to his 
feet ; nothing on him but his close tunic ; 
no outside garment; and no imp^al rofoe^ 
In order to disguise himself, he snatched 
an old rusty cloak, and, throwing it over 
his shoulders, covered his head, and held 
a handkerchief before his face. In that 
condition he mounted his horse, submit*^ 
ting with a dastard spirit to an ignomitii^ 
ous flight, without any attendants except 
Phaon, the freedman ; £paphroditus, the 
secretary; and Sporus, the eunuch, with 
another, whose name Aurelius Victor says 
was Neophytus. In this manner Nero 
pasised the last of his nights. At the dawn 
t>f day, the praetorian guards deserted their 



Digitized 



by Google 



f gd APPENDIX TO BOOK XVL 

APRENi statioii at the palace, and joined their 

B' XVI 

%l0^y^ eotni^des in the camp, ; where, by the 
ggi^ * ii^uence and dirfection of Nymphidiusi 
^Q^' Galba was proclaimed emperor. The se- 
nate met, and, after a short debate, con- 
finiMd the nomination of the ' praetorian 
, l^rds. The time was at length arrived, 
when that assembly could act with au- 
thorit3% They resolved to mark the day by 
ft dectaee worthy of a Roman senate. With 
bne. voice they declared the tjrrant, who 
Had (^trampled on all laws human and 
divine, a public enemy (k)^ and by theit 
sentence, condemned him to suffer death, 
according to . the rigour of ancient laws, 
and the practice of the old republic, ; ^ 

XIV. Nero, in the mean time, mad<^ 
the best of his way towards the freedmaii's 
villa. He heard the praetorian camp ring 
with acclamations, and the name of Galba 
sounded in his ear. A man at work in a 
. field adjoining to the road, started up at 
the sound of horsemen pressing forward 
with expedition, and ^' Behold V he said, 
" those people are hot in pursuit 6f Nero;^' 
Another asked, " What do they say of 



Digitized 



by Google 




, \ 0^ THE ANNALS, . J^9 

** Nero in the city ?*' As they drew near appen. 

B. XVL 

to Phaon's house, Nero was alarmed by a 
sudden accident. His horse started at a 
dead carcass that lay on the side of the 
roadi; aqd the veil, in consequence of the 
violent motion, falling from his face, a 
veteran, who had been dismissed from the 
service, knew his master, and saluted him 
by his name. The fear of being detected 
made the fugitive prince and his foUowas 
push forward with their utmost speed. B©» 
ing arrived at a small distance from. the 
house, they did not think it safe to enter 
it in a public manner. Nero dismounted^ 
and crossed a field overgrown with reeds f/Ji 
Phabn advised him to lie concealed in a 
sand-pit, till he prepared a subterraneous 
passage into the house. " That,'' said Nero, 
" were to bury myself alive.'' He scooped 
up some water out of a muddy ditch, and^ 
having allayed his thirst, asked ip a dole^ 
ful tone, " Is that the beverage to which 
" Nero has been used ?'' An opening was 
made in the wall on one side of the man- 
sion, 3.ijd Nero crept through it. He was 
conducted to a chamber, where he saw 
nothing but wretchedness. In that mean 
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wv^ and asked for some nourishment* Ther 

AUG 

Wi. ' offered him bread ; but it was so blald^ 
^* that his stomach sickened at the so^t 
The water was foul, but thirst obUged faim 
to swallow the nauseous drau^t His 
fiiends saw that no hope was left; thej 
^ dreaded his impending ruin, and adriaed 
him to rescue himself by one manly de«d 
fiom an igoommimis deatL Nero signi- 
fied his assent ; but he studied delay, food 
to liager still in life. FTeparations for his 
foneral were necessary. He ordered a 
treach to be dug, suited to the dimensioiis 
of his body (n)i^ quantity of wood to be 
eoUedted fijr the funeral pile ; and pieces 
of marble to be brought to form a dec^n^ 
ooirering for his grare. He bewailed his 
unhappy lot; tears gushed at intervals; 
he heaved a piteous sigh, and said to his 
fiiends (o)y ^ What a musician the world 
" will loser 

. During this scene of delay and coward^ 
ke, a me^enger, according to Phaon's 
orders, arrived with papers from Bofiie» 
Nero seiaed the packet. He itesid with 
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eagen«^, itid found himself, not only de* aphqc 
dared a public enera j, but condemned to J^vw 
suffer death, with the rigour of ancfcnt ^Si!^ 



usage. He asked, What kind of death is 
that P and what is ancient usage ? He was 
told, that, by the law of the old repuUic^ 
every traitor, with his bead fastened between 
two stakes, and his body entirely naked, 
sufTered the pains of a dow death under the 
lictor's rod. The fear of that ignominious 
punishment inspired Nero with a short-lived 
passion^ which for the moment had the ap- 
pearance of coucage* He drew two daggers, 
which he had bix^ught with him, and, as if 
meditating some prodigious deed, tried the 
points of both ; then calmly replaced i^tSL 
in their scabbards, saying, ^' The tfktai nioh 
^ ment is not yet come.'' He tamed to 
^Spcirus, and requested him to b^in the 
iuneral lamentation. ^^ Sing the mctoib- 
^ choiy dirge ; and offer the last obsequies 
" to your friend/' He cast Iris eyes around 
him : " And why, he said, why will not some 
•■ one dispatdi himself, and teach me how 
^^ to die i^ He paused for a moment, and shed 
a itood of tears. He started up, and cried 
out, in a tone of wild despair, ** Nero, 
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APPEN. " this is infamy; you linger in disgrace ;^ 
' ^^ this is no time for dejected passions ; the 
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moment calls for manly fortitude/ 



Those words were no sooner uttered, 
than he heard the. sound of horses ad vane* 
ing with speed towards the houise. This 
Jhe signified by repeating a line from 
Hdmer fpj. The fact was, the senate had 
given orders, that he should be brought 
back to Rome to undergo the judgement 
which they had pronounced, and the offi- 
cers, charged with that commission, were 
near at hand^ Nero seized his dagger, 
and stabbed himself in the throat. The 
stroke was too feeble. Epaphroditus lent 
his assistance, and the next blow was a 
mortal wound. A centurion entered the 
room, and, seeing Nero in a mangled con- 
dition, ran immediately to his assistance, 
pretending that he came with a friendly 
hand to bind the wound, and save, the em- 
peror's life. Nero had not breathed his 
last. He raised his languid eyes, and 
faintly said, " You come too late : is this 
" your fidelity (q)?"' He spoke and expired. 
The ferocity of his nature was still visible 
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Nero died in the thiity-second yeato^ 
his age, on the eleventh: day of Juries after 
a reign of thirteen years-, seven niojath^iJ 
and twenty-eight days frj . The news was? 
received at Rome ^tith all demonstration^ 
of joy. The populace ran wild about the 
streets, with the cap of liberty on theii< 
heads Y5>/. The forunl sounded with a<icla-f 
mations. Icelus, a freedman, who insb^ 
naged Galba's affairs at Rome, had beetf 
thrown intt) prison by Nero; but, on the 
sudden accession of his master, he was . 
now become a man in power and high- au^ 
thority. He consented that Niero'-s body 
should be committed to the Hames at the 
place where he died. The fuperal rites 
were performed without delay, and with- 
out pomp. His rertiains were conveyed to 
the monumental vault of the Domitian fa- 
mily, his paternal ancestors. The urn Was 
carried by two female servants, and Ac- 
t6 ft^) the famous concubine. The secrecy, 
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Xtmis^ with trydi tiie obsequies woe pcerfomiedij 
Was the cause of some untoward cbnse^ 



^8*1.^ quences, that aft^wards disturbed the 
^^* cotnmon wealth. A doubt remained in the 
minds of many, whether Nero had not 
made his escape into Asia or Egypt The 
men who, under a corrupt and profiigatd 
reign, had led a life of pleasure, and werev 
by consjsquence, enamoured of Nero's 
vices, paid every mark c^ respect to his 
memory, willing, at the same time, to be-^ 
lieve that he still survived* They raised a 
tomb, and, for several years fuj^ dressed it 
with the flowers of spring and summer. 
Hk Parthians honoured !iis memory, and, 
being afterwards deluded by an unpostot 
who assumed the name of Nero, were ready, 
with^the strength of their nation {^wj^ to 
espouse his cause. The race of Csesars 
ended with Nero : he was the last, and per* 
haps the worst, of that iliusf^ous house« 

XV. In that age, when the public mind 
was overcast with gloomy apprehension^ 
and religious fear^ superstition saw portents 
and prodigies fa) in the most common ac- 
cidents,, and no great evtent was suffered to 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ANNALS. 



275 



pass without a tr^n of awful prognostics, appen. 
Rivers *were said to have changed their ^--y-^* 
course, and to have flowed m a new direct ^mi!^' 
tion to their fountain-head ; a tree, that had ^^g^* 
stood for ages, coeval with the foundation 
of Rome, fell suddenly to the ground ; the 
laurel, planted by Livia, which Had spread 
ivith such prodigious increase, that in every 
triumph it supplied the Caesars with theit 
victorious wreaths, withered at the root; the 
temple of the Caesars bdbag struck: with 
lightning, the hdads of all the statues turn* 
, bled down at once ; and the marble soepf 
tre fell from the hands of Augustus. By 
these and such like denunciations the will 
of the gods was supposed to be revealed, 
and the populace with frantic joy hailed 
the auspiciouis aera of rciturning liberty. 
But no public spirit r^tiained ; every vir- 
tue was extinguished. A people ivho had 
been taught to crouch, under the yc4ce >Gf 
bondage, thought no more of a free con- 
stitution. With the usual inconstancy of 
a fickle multitude, they relapsed into their 
habitual servitude, and in a strain of fran- 
tic rapture began to roax for a new master. 
The name of Galba echoed through the 
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APPEN. streets of Rome, and filled tWe praetOTkn 
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camp with shouts of joy, and the warmest 
expressions of zeal and ardour for his ser^ 
vice; The praetoriaii guards thought of 
notbihg but the donative promised in his 
natne ; and Nymphidius^ the aiithor of th^t 
jaieastfre,*Had iia doubt but the soldiers, in 
due tiniey i\^otlld shew themselves devoted 
to the than who filled their minds with the 
d^ai^zling prospect, of reward so truly great 
arid magnificent. ' The liberality was his; 
and the difficulty of carrying it into execu^ 
tion would fall on Galba. ' 

Icelus, the favourite freedrnan of Galbai, 
jirrade it his business to see Nero's dead 
body, and, having fenabled himself ! td Jbe 
ail. eye- witness of the fact^ set out for Clui- 
ma in Spain fb'J, to inform his master, that 
he was raised to the imperial seat by the 
voice t>f the praetorians, and the concur- 
jpent decree, of the senate. NyBipHidiufe 
seized the opportunity to figure as. the prin- 
cipal actor on the theatre of public busir 
i>ess. He had accomplished a great and 
sudden revolution,, and, being high in fa- 
vour with the praetorian guards, found it 



Digitized by 



Google 




Of TIffi ANNALS. ^TCT 

«asy to overawe: the senate, and make that appen. 
lame and pliant assanblyhend.to his will 
and pleasure. The consuls, without cdnr 
suiting the. arrogant minister, sent their 
dispatches to Galba, with the decree by 
which he was declared emperor. This was 
considered by this new man as a mark of 
disrespject fc)^ and it was with difficulty 
that the magistrates appeased his indignar 
tion. Flushed with success, and proud of 
his exploits, he began to enlarge his views, 
and preposterously to form schemes of vast 
ambition. Under an emperor of the age 
of seventy-three (d)^ worn out with cares, 
and weary of pubhc business,* be flattered 
himself that he should be able, under the 
appearance of being the second in 4he 
state, to wrest into his own hands the siv 
preme authority ; and, should vGalbaJs in- 
firmities sink under the fatigue of a long 
journey, he had the handtness to aspire 
to the succession. Having conceived this 
mad project, be resolved to remove every 
obstacle, and, with that view, compelled 
Tigellinus to resign his commission (e) of 
praetorian praefect. A colleague, acting 
with himsdf in joint authority, mi^t re-» 
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' consular rank, who had ccrnimanded ar^ 
mtes and governed provinces, did not 
blush to pay their court to hitn. The se- 
nate ffj acted with the same servile adu- 
lation^ They crowded to his levee, and 
suffered him to prescribe the form and 
substance of every decree that passed. 
The populace broke out with licentious 
fury, and Nymphidius, effectually to se- 
duce the vulgar mind, encouraged the 
madness of the times. The images and 
statues of Nert> were dragged through the 
streets, and dasbed to pieces* A crew 
6f vile incendiaries spread consteraatioa 
through the city ; a scene of blood and 
massacre followed (gj^ and the innocent 
fell in one promiscuous carnage with the 
guilty. Mauricus beheld the phrensy of 
the multitude with such inward horror, 
that he could not help saying in the senate, 
^^ Let us take care that we have not reason 
" to regret the loss of Nero {hjj' 

Nymphidius soon perceived that his 
hopes of being the only statesman in pow- 
er, and of governing the Roman wiH-ld in 
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the empcror't name, could not be «iiterr APim 
tamed with any prospect of suceess. He s-..v^ 
knew by certain intelligence that yiwwt ^"aSu^ 
Laco, and Icelus, were the rmn (i) wb^ ^a? 
stood highest in the esteem of Qalbat 'jRif 
scheme of supplanting them was, there^ 
fore, abandoned; but it made way for ft 
project of the most daring ambition. H(l 
was resolved to depose the emperor whom 
he himself had created, and, by another 
revolution, to seiize. the imperial dignity* 
To forward this design, he sent dispatches 
to Galba (k)^ stating the dang» crfentecbg^ 
tiie City at a time when the whole empire 
was in convulsions* Rome^ he sald^ waf 
in a ferment ; Clodius Macer excited a ro^. . 
bellion in Africa^ the German armies were 
disaffected, and ti^e legions in Syria and 
Judaea prepared to dispute with the pi»^ 
torian guards the right of creating an em* 
peror. In the mean time a dark con* 
spiracy was formed. Njmphidius planned 
his measures with dispatch and vigour, de\ 
termined to seize the supreme power. He 
drew into his league a number of both 
sexes, all of great ccnc^deration and ex« 
tensive influence. CJauditis Cdbus was his 
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j(P»Siif.4ntitii&.te' friend} but he saw the folly xif 
Cv-^* the etfterprise^ aiid=lvith,freedoi» and-8in>^ 
s^ii ' ^Jferity ad vised Nymphidius to desist from a 
"^^ wild Wttetiipt, in which he could not ex- 
pt€t theisuppOFt of the people or the se- 
ni&tel i' There ^ is (aot, he «ai4, a single fa- 
mily • in:. ^Rome^ ^^r illin^ to :give the name .of 
Caesar fij to the son of Nymphidia. That 
remonstrance had no effect on a mind in- 
flamed ' \^th , 4Jie fever of -wild ambition. 
Nymphidius called a- meeting of bis party. 
AH agreed that no time ?was to be lost/ 
J'hey resolved to^ strike the blow that very 
night, and to ooikduct Nymphidius to the 
praetorian camp, -where- they had no doubt 
hut with one voice he would be declared 
emperor of Rome. On such an occasion 
it was necessary, that the person raised to 
that elevation should be prepared to ad- 
dress) the soldiers in a suitable style. Cin- 
goniui Varro (m)y a corrApt and venal ora- 
tor; coin posed a speech for that purpose, 
. srid . the illiterate emperor was to grace 
himself with borrowed eloquence. 

- The design of the conspirators was not 
so well concealed, but it reached the ear 
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of Afttonius HoriomtusY^^) ^ tribune in appeTK. 
the camp, who had acquired a great miU- ^^-v-w' 
iary character, and was, besides, respected ^'^{,^' 
for his unblemished honour, and unshaken %^' 
fidelity. Towards the close of day he 
called a meeting of the praetorians, and, 
after lajring open, in detail, all the cir- 
cumstances of the plot, delivered a speech 
in substance as follows (o): " How long, my 
"fellow-soldiers, shall our folly, our mad- 
" ness, or our evil genius, hurry us on 
" from one treason to another? A few days 
" only have elapsed, since you deposed 
f* Nero. In that business you behaved like 
" men who felt for the public good- You 
" had every provocation, and the crimes 
"of that flagitious tyrant justified the act. 
" You are recent from that revolution, and 
^ wherefore do you want another? You 
" declared for Galba, and why now aban- 
" don him ? Why, with unheard of trea- 
" chery, betray the emperor whom you 
" yourselves created ? Has he been guilty 
" of parricide? Has he murdered his mother 
" and destroyed his wife? Has he exposed 
" the iniperialdignity to contempt and ri- 
" dicule? Has be tuned his harp on fche 
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APPE^. tkiak bis d^sign>> He commfended the zeal 
'of the praetorians, and assured them that 
he, and his followers, were the avowed 
friends of Galba. The sentinels opened 
the gates. Njmphidius entered with some 
of his friends : the pass was immediately 
secured; and the soldiers attacked him 
sword in hand. He endeavoured to save 
himself in a tent, but was pursued, and 
massacred on the spot. His body, on the 
following day, was dragged through the 
camp, a spectacle for public view. Such 
was the end of a low-boi;n base incendiary^ 
who saw, that, in the general profligacy of 
the times, the weak were the wi^lling dupes 
of the wicked. By forming a league, with 
the most abandoned, he flattered himself, 
that the lowest of mankind, who in better* 
times could not hope to be entrusted with 
the rank of a common centurion, might 
boldly aspire to make himself master of 
the Roman empire. 

XVI. A N account of all that passed was 
conveyed to Galba with incredible speed. 
By his order, all, who were suspected of 
taking a part in the mad projects of 
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Njmphidius, were seizeii, said, without appen. 
further enquiry, or any form of trial, put ^l.,v-^* 
to death. Cingonius Varro, at that time ^'gS.^* 
consul 6}ect, was in the number; ?ind:, what *\^*' 
was very extraordinary, Mithridat^ fa^the: 
dethroned Jking of Pontus, who had ^urH 
rendered to Claudius, ^nd from tha(tjtirao 
livjed at Roige,? was hurried to executioB^; 
without being heard ip his defence* Pe- 
tronius Turpiliatius 1^6^ was another unhap^ 
py victim, . He had be^ chosen by JiJeror 
to command, his armies; ^nd,; though b^ 
never \ went from Rome to execute Jhigj 
commission, tbe very ^pppiutm^t w^st 
deemed a 'sufficient cHmie; ' These bloed)!^ 
efxecutiohs were inauspidowsiin the opfert-* 
;ng of a new reign. The oruielty of NejcJ 
seemed to be renewed, when the, people / 
expected a milder gover^iWjjQilt, ftnd a re^ 
gular administration of |q.Wi aijd ; justiqe^ 
The fate of Turpilianus fiHeii,the city withi 
murmurs of discontent. It wa$ known that 
Tigellinus presided at the fexecution ; aind 
that a man of worth and honour should 
bleed under the eye of a detested mi** 
creant, appeared to be a continuation of 
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APPEN. the late reign, and the triumph of vice 
* over every virtue. 

Galba set out from Spain, proceeding 
by slow marches, and still wearing the mi* 
litary robe of a general officer, with a dag- 
ger, (^c^ hanging from his neck down to his 
breast. Strong suspicion, asense of inju- 
ries, and dark mistrust, with other passions 
unworthy of a prince, lay lurking in bis 
heart. Before he began his joilrney, Obul- 
tronius Sabinus (d% and Cornelius Marcel-* 
lus, two governors of provinces in Spain, 
who had shewn no inclination to his party, 
were put to death by his order. Betuus 
Chilo met with the same fate in GauL 
Dispatches were also sent to Garrucianus, 
in Africa, commanding the immediate ex- 
ecution of Clodius Macer fej^ the proprae- 
tor of the province, who was known to 
have concerted measures for a revolt. It 
happened, however, that Calvia Crispi* 
mlla (/!), the femous manager of Nero's 
pleasures^ arrived in Africa, arid insinuated 
herself into Uie secret counsels of the go- 
vernor. By her advice he formed a reso- 
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kitioa to establish fot himself a new ApreK. 
provixite indep^ddent of Rome. Their sl^v^' 
ischeme^ for that purpose, was to lay an ^^i^ 
embargo on all ships loaded with corn» in ^^"^ 
order to afflict the city of Rome with all. 
the miseries of famine. A legipn was ateo 
raised : and Macer, at the head of a consi*^ 
derable army, was on the eve of renouncing 
all subjection to Rolne, .when Papiiius, a 
e^dturion si^t by order of Galba, gained 
access to his presence^ and stabbed him to "" 

the he&ul;. 

EonteinsCapito^gJ^ who commanded the 
legions on the Lower Rhine, was put ta 
death about the same time* It was this 
officer that sent JuUus Givilis fhj a prisoner 
to Rome, during the reign of Nero. The 
charge was without foundation, and, in 
time, was the fatal cause of the destruc^ 
five war, in which Rome was involved by 
the fierce resentment of that warlike chief* 
Avarice was the vice oi Capito. He was 
ia haste to grow rich, and felt no scruple 
^bbut the means. Ambition was laid to 
his charge, but an unguarded expression 
was the only evidence against him. It 
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i^FraNibd.ppeiaed>1^at he sat in judgement on a 
si^v^* soldier accused of a capital .crime, and 
821. ' eondeoiH«d him to suffer death. " Kno\tr/^ 
^^V said: the prisoner, " that I appeal to Ca&- 
^^ sa?.'' Capito xose, and, placing himself 
oft-a higher se^t, told the man, 1^ Now ap* 
•* peal^diCaesaf r make your defence in his 
** presence.'' The soldier obeyed, arid w^s 
sent to execution/ This transaction was 
reported- t4> Babius Valens fij^ who com-r 
mafid^d a- legion ; iai. Lower Germany ; an 
officer of acknowledged ability,, intrepid, 
active, and ambitious; eager in the pursuit 
i^f honout&,iand pantihg to signalisb himself 
by solne^'bold eixploit. The opportunity 
now oc^iuned, and he resolved to seiae it* 
Crispin us, a ceriturion iffAr^/, was devoted to 
his service. In that m^n he found a ready 
assassin, and FonteiusCapito fell a victim; 
The death of that commander, Valens con^ 
diided ' woiild ■ be o^misiderable merit with 
the'ftewi emp^rofc. He lost no time, but 
^rft ah express to inform Galba of what 
he had done, with aeal fftr the service of 
his sovereign. He^added, in the same let- 
ter, that tlie legioftsibn the Upper Rhine 
had made a tertder of tltc empire to Vir- 
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pmkt jEtufuft, wlio remaioied in sospentef apfbk. 
^^» .\v:ith i^ffeQted delays, heatated about *'^^'- 
bis final answer. Galba received the news 
of Capito's death with secret satisfaction^ 
but he thought it more prudent to conniye, 
than openly to approve^ Virginias Was still 
1^ dangea^f^s rival. In order to draw hiid 
away from the anny, and free hitnself from 
all danger in that quartbr, he invited bim to 
an amicable interview, having secretly ap- 
pointed Hprdeonius Flaccus to succeed to 
the command of tbe legions. The strata*- 
gem succeeded. The conqueror of Yindex 
went to the meetings and found himself the 
dupe of pretended friendship. He met with 
a cold reception, very different from what 
was due to the man who wished to esta(blish 
the civil authority, and to place the legis«*. 
lative power of the state in the senateonly. 
He lived to be a spectator; of the di&trac*^ 
tions and calamities that followed; and, 
that he was not an actor in those scenes of 
blood and horror (IJ^ was the recompense 
of uncommon virtue. 

Galba had no further reason to be 
alarmed. He saw the armies of Rome 

VQL. IV, u 
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APPEN. willing to ac(j[ti]e6ce, and peftce in fmvy. 
vJpv^* port <tf the empire. He, th^rd^e, ch&ngei 
'^^'sei-^ his military robe for the Roman gowfli 
"*6g?* and as&uttied the name fmj of Caesar. BiiJt 
even in that tide of hk afiairs^ the iimpYh' 
city of bii' biantifers snflered no. alteration I 
Hie i^ame frugality^ the sante cOKtempt of 
pomp and luxury, and the same au&terity^ 
fetill remained. Viniuid covered hifr tabte 
1^'ith a profiifeiott rtf luxury; and Otho^ 
Mrho iittended the catalcade into Italy, diS*- 
played all the magnificenoe of Nero's 
court, Galba rtill preserved his rules of 
ancient frugality > and condemned the vain 
parade {nj with inflexible rigour. He shew*- 
ed himself ready to punish and slow to i-e*- 
ward- In hi& manner! no afF?ibility, no en- 
gaging courtesy.* During the whole of his 
..march he never on<i6 ' endeavoured, by an 
uct of condesceWsionj to gain the affections 
of the' people. The army in Italy consisted, 
at that time, of four different classes of. 
men; namely, the legions, both foot and 
cavalry, composed chiefly of Roman citi^ 
zens; the auxiliary forces, drafted from the 
states in alliance with Rome ; the body of 
marines, levied in the tributary cities, and 
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'Botit» ; < and fou^lhl j; the . gla^diatMs! vrhb ^v^ 
were to. shed thblr .'bl©od im hdLtt}eii{\'^e^^^[^ 
<K;caaiou Tequlredi ot ih the blr^9^Jbi} ^4 ^^ 
diverdieoi t>f the pbpulaoe. ' Tht matmbsi 
classed,; ^: abore^ -in the thirili dwidioik^ 
were calkd forth by Nero, ^frfeeit he ^licM 
jected a wa^ oh the bdrdei^ of itbe €bs{}ian 
tea, to be foritned into a new Ie^n« Thu 
men coilected upon that pc(td.^ioii. amount^ 
ed to ib prodigious number^ atid all ^^i^ 
quartered in the city. Being inforched 
that Gal ba was near at hand, they rushed 
forth in a tumultuous body to the MilVJan 
bridge, 4bdut three miles from Romei 
where, they beset the road^ obatrubted tbf 
empetox's trains and, with yiolent <:))amouri 
demanded; a confirmation of their; military 
rank, ^jv^ith an e^gleto distinguish, tli^r 
legion^ and an allotment of wint^r-quftr* 
ters foj. Their ^pplicatiori, they wieretold^ 
was out of season, but might be i:en0We4 
at aim>re convenient time and plac(^/ The 
^-ajsswer was deemed evasive, and nothing 
short df^n absolute refusal. Hie men ' 
Were fired with indignation ; a mutiny en* 
sued ; they advanced sword in hand, deter- 

V 2 
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APPEN. mined to extort by force what they consi- 
^^.y^^ dered as a legal right Galba was Aot of 
^i?K^* ^ temper to yield to sudden emergencies. 
^^* He ordered his soldiers to disperse an in- 
solent rabble. The cavalry rushed on to the 
charge with impetuous fury, and^ meeting 
. with a feeble resistance, cut their way 
with dreadful slaughter. It is said that 
no less than seven thousand were put to 
the sword. The rest submitted at discre* 
tion» and were afterwards ordered to be 
decimated. 

This tragic catastrophe spread a general 
consternation. Galba entered the city of 
Rdrad through a scene of blood, and men 
expected nothing less than a renewal of all 
the cruelties of Nero's reign. He carried 
with him many virtues, but he had in his 
train Titus Vinius, Cornelius Laco, and 
Icelus, his freedman (p)} three pernicious 
ministers, who gained an entire ascendant 
over a venerable, b\it indolent, old man, 
and by their vices occasioned the dreadful 
calamities, which^ in the following year, 
overwhelmed themselves, their master, and 
the public. 
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the illustrious U»e of the JuJian faraily,.ftnd 
father of Cee*^ tbe dictator. . He served 
the office of praetor. He, and his brother 
Lucius Caesar, died A. U. 670* Julia their 
sister married C Marius, who wa» seven 
times consul.— Suetonius, Life of Jul. CaB«, 
s. 1, 6. Pliny the elder, book vii. s. 5S. 
Plutarch, Life of Marlus. 

. 3. AuREiiiA, the wife c^ C. J. Csesar, 
and mother of the dictator; a woman of 
extraordinary talents and virtue. — Plutt 
Life of Jul- Caes. Tacitus, Dialogue of 
Oratory, s, 38, 

3. Caius Julius C^saa, the dictator; 
bo^n in the sixth consulship of Marius, 
A. U. 654 ; before Chmt, lOQ. He gained 
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9* complete victory at Fharsalia, and ~he^ 
came emperor of Rome, A. U. 706. He 
' wa^ kilkd in the capitol by Brutus, Qam-r 
us^ and other conspirators, A. U. 710L Jhe 
number slain in hisf wars is computed at 
l,19?>p0p men. Plutarch says that Caesar, 
in hi3 various battles, engaged no less than 
8i000,000; that he killed 1,000,000, and 
took another million prisoners. — Velleius 
Paterculus, book ii. s. 41. Pliny, book vii. 
S..35. ^ ■ ■ ^ ' 

He was called after his death the divine 
Julius, Divus Juiiius. 

4. CossuTiA, Julius -Csesar'S first wife, 
of an equestrian family, and immoderately 
rich. Caesar married her when she was 

/ young, and was soon divorced.--r-Suet. life 
of Caesar, s. 1. 

5. C0KNELIA9 Gaesar-s second wife. She 
was the daughter of Cinna, four times con- 
sul. Sylla tried in vain to compel J. Cae- 
sar to repudiate her. He spoke her fune^ 
ral papegjrric— Suet. Life of Caesar, s. 1, 6, 
Plutarch, Life of J. C^sar. 



Digitized 



by Google 



GENEALOGICAL TABLE. 9^ 

6. Julia, daughter of Julius Csesar by 
Cornelia, She' married Servilhis Csepio, 
and, being divorced from him, became the 
wife of Pompey the Great, A. U. 695. She 
died A. U. 700. Her funeral oration was 
epoken by Octavius. Honours were insti- 
tuted to her memory by Julius Caesar. — 
Suet. Life of Caesar, s. 21. 

7. Cnteius Pompeius Magnus, born 
A. U. 648. He married Julia, Caesar's 
daughter. He entered on the public ma- 
gistracy at the age of eighteen. He was 
defeated by Julius Caesar in the battle of 
Pharsalia, and put tb death in -^gypt, 
A. U. 706.— Veil. Pat. book ii. s. !^9. Plu- 
tarch, Life of Pompey. 

8. A SON of Pompey the Greats by Ju- 
lia, the daughter of J. Caesar. Died A. U* 
701. — Veil. Pater, book ii. s. 47* 

9. A DAUGHTER of Pompey, by Julia, 
C«sarl5 daughter. Died A. U. 701. — Plu* 
tarch, Life of J. Caesar. 

10. FoMPEiA, daughter of Quintus 

r 
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Poihpaiaii, grond-daughterof Lucius SjUa, 
and third wjfe of Julius Ca^ar, who repu>- 
di£»ted her on. accx>unt of a supposed iq* 
trigue with Publius Clodius* Being asked 
what was bis reason^ he made answer, Cae- 
sar's wife must not only be free from guilt, 
but also frpm suspicion. — Suet. Life of Gaet- 
sar, s. 6. Plutarch, Life of CsBsar. 

1|. Caljpuknia, daughter* of L. Cal- 
pumjui Piso, married to J. Caesar, A- U. 
693f. After the death of her hu§band she 
fled for protection to Marc Antony. — 
Suet Life of Caps. s. 3 J. 

12. Julia, sister of Julius Caesar^ being 
the daughter of C. J. Caesar the pr^tor, mid 
Aurelia his wife. She was married to M. 
Atius Rdbus.-r-^uet Life of Augustus, 
s. 4. 

13. Marcus Atius Bale us, married 
Julia, the sister of Julius Caesar. He was 
grandfather to Augustus. — Suet. life of 

Aug. s. 4. ^ 

14. Art Ay daughter of M. AtiUs.Bal- 
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bBs, by bis >wife Julia, the sister of J. Cee^ 
t^v, She raarried Cwu^ Octaviua, and by 
him was mother of Augustus. — Suet. Life of ' 
Aug. s. 4. Tacit. Dialogue of Orators, s. 28. 

* 15. Caiu? Octavius^ husband of Atia, 
the 4^ughtef of M. i\tiu& Bajbus, by Ju<t 
Ijta, aifiter of JtjiUus. Cce^ar., Octavius^ af-* 
toraiards the emperor Augustus, wasj lof 
tDoiirse, grand-nephew to Julius Ceesar.-^ 
gnet Life of Aug* s^. 3, 4, fi/. 

-^,. 1^. .QcTAviA, daughter of Atia and 
Qaiua Qctaviua, and fiister to. Augustus*. 
She was promised in mardage to.Faiu&tus 
Sylla, but married Claudius Marcellus. 
After hifi death she married Marc An-* 
tony. She was a woman of exemplary 
virtue, and great literary accompUshmentcu 
' She died A. U. 743 Augustus delivered 
her ^lie^ral pftnegyric— Suet Lif^of Jul. 

17- Claudius MARC£LLtJ43,husbaAdo£ 
Octavia, and brother-in-law to Augustus. 
He.wtau^ ooiisy:! A. U% TQ4; Thou^ iiearly 
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related to Cassar the dictator, he was al« 
ways an enemy to his cause. ^— Suet. Life of 
Jul. Cses. s. 27. 

18. Ma ECUS Marcellus, son of Oo- 
;tavia, the sister of Augustus, and, cohse- 
queotlj, nephew to Augustus. A youth 
of great expectations, highly esteemed by 
his unde, and by him intended to be next 
in succession to the imperial dignity. He 
died prematurely A. JJ. 73 !• Augustus 
paid distinguished honours to his memory, 
and Virgil has made him immortal. — ^Ta- 
. cit Aiinal. ii. s. 4 1 • Annal. iii. s. 64. VirgUt 
iBneid vi. ven 883. 

19* PoMP£iA, daughter of Sextus Ponto 
peius, promised in marriage to Mafcui 
' Marcellus, A. U, 715. 

Julia, daughter of Augustifs by his wife 
Scribonia, married Marcus Marcellus, A-U^ 
-729, two yeark before his death. — Dio Cas- 
sius, book xlviii. 

SO. Marc£LLa the elder, daughter of 
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Claudius Marcellus by his wife Octavia, 
dnd sifter to the last-ihentioned Marcellus. 
She was first married to Apuleius, and afi 
terwards to Valerius Messala. — Suet. Life 
of Aug. s. 53. 

21. Afuleius, htisband of Marcella the 
clder^ He is thought to have been the soa 
of Septus Apuleius, who was consul A. U. 
725. — Dio Cassius, book liv. 

. 22. 'Apuleia Varilla, dai^hter of 
Marcella the elder by her husband Apu- 
leius. She was also grand-niece to August 
tus. Being condemned for adultery A. U. 
770, she was banished, two hundred miles 
from Rome. — Tacit. Annal. ii. s. 50. 

23. M. Valeuius Messala Barbae 
TUS, second husband of Marcella the elden 
He was consul A. U. 742. — Suetonius, 
Life of Augustus, s. 65. Life of Claudius, 
«. 26- 

24. M. Valerius Messala, son of 
Valerius Messala Barbatus and of Marcella 
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the elder. He \wsia father of the &dloul 
Messalina. — Suet. life of Claudius, s. k6» 

35. DomitiaLibpida, daughter of Aft* 
tonia the younger, by her husband Lttclus 
Domitius jEnobarbus. She was the wife 
of the last-mentioned Valerius Messdla, 
and mother of Messalina; a woman of 
clebauched ftiid profligate manners, and 
a violent impetuous spirit: in point of 
beauty, riches, and vice, the rival of Agrip- 
pina, Nero's mother. She was condemned 
to death A. U* d07. — Tacit. AnnaL xi. L 
' S7. Annal. xii. s. 64. See Suet. Life oF 
Claudius, s. 26. Life of Nero^ s. 7. 

26. Valehia MfissAtiKA, daughter of 
Valerius Messala and Domitia Lepida. 
She was wife to the empeitor Claudius ; a 
woman of furious and till then unheard of 
lewdness. While Claudius was at Ostid, 
i^he had the hardiness openly to celebrate 
her nuptials with Silius, and for that unpa<- 
ralleled crime was put to death A. U. 801. 
—Tacit. Annal. xi. s. 26. Suet; Life of 
Claudius, s, 26. 
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of Clawcliusi MaitieHus' aiiiJ 0*t»*itt, sistttf 
td Aiififustus. She- was first married to M. 
Vips^nius Agrippa^ fthd afterwards to M* 
Juliui AritoniUs.--^i^et6iims, Life of Aii** 
gnstu^, s. '63. Piut^tcb, Life of Mare Ah- 
topy. 

rorM:Vi?sANiusAoAi?i'l^^ieeNa47. 

28. The issue of Vipsanius Agrippa, by 
his first wife Marcdla, before he was mar- 
ried to Julia, the dau^ter of Augustus 
by his wife Scribbilia.— -Suet. Life of Aug* 
s. 6^. 

29. Marcus JCLitr* ANTONits, sort 
of Marc Antony th^ triumvir and ¥mU 
via his wife. He married Marcella. the 
younger, when repudiated by Agrippa^ 
He was consul A. IT* 744; a man of li* 
bidindus passions. He was put to death 
for his adulterous cofi^merce with Julia, tiie 
daughter of Augustus. The ode of Ho* 
race, Pindarum qnisquis siudet amulari^-i% 
addressed to him. — ^Tacit. Annal. iii, s. 18. 
Aunal. iv. s. 44. Horace, book iv* ode 2. 
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50. Lucius Aktoniijs, son of M. Ju^ 
lius AntoDius by Maicella the younger^ 
On account of his father's guilt with Julia» 
he was sent in his infancy to Marseilles^ 
under a pretence of education, but, in fact, 
to a place of exile. He died A- U. 778. — ' 
Tacit. AnnaL iv. s. 44^ 

Sl« Maec Anton Y| the triumvir, son 
. of Marcus Antonius the celebrated orator* 
He was the second husband of Octayia^ 
sister to Augustus, A. U. 714; but being 
' in love withXleopatra, he repudiated Oc« 
tavia A. U. 7^2. After the assassination 
of Julius Csesar, he seized the public trea- 
sure, which was deposited in the temple of 
Ops. He was at all times a turbulent and 
dangerous citizen; during the triumvirate, 
headlong, fudous, and oppressive. The 
rage, with which he pushed on the pro- 
scription^ rendered, him detestable. The 
supreme power was often within his reacht 
but all his actions proved him unworthy of 
that devation. He was defeated at Ac- 
tium A. U. 724. The murder of Cicero 
consigned his name to eternal infamy. By 
the manner of his death he effafred mi^ch 
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of the shame that branded his forraer con- 
duct-^See Velleius Paterculus, book ii« 
s; 60 and 87- Pliny the elder, book rii. 
8. 45- Ptotarch, Life of Antony. Gicero, 
Philippic Orationsi - ' ! 

The inscriptions of him. oh medals aare» 
Marcus Anionius^ Marci FiliuSy Marci Ne-^ 
po$9 AuguTy Imperator^ Consul desigridius 
itierum et tertium^ Triumvir Reipublica con^, 
stituenda. - ' 

32. . Antoni A the elder, daughter of An^ 
tohy the triumvir by Octavia sister to 
Augustus. She married L, Domitius iEno-* 
barbus. She is called By Tacitus, Antonia 
the younger, which makes it probable that 
Marc Antony had a former daughter, 
called Antonia. by his wife Fulvia.— See 
Tacit. Annal; iv. s. 44. Suet. £*ife'of Ne- 
ro, s. 5. Plutarch, Life of Marc Antony. 

33. Lucius Domitius ^nobarbus^ 
son^ of Cneius Domitius, one of the conspitn 
atoTS against Julius Caesar, and htisbaiid 
of Antonia the elder ; a tnan of an. ampe-^ 
tubus temper, violent, prhud, extravagant, 

VOL. IV. X 
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and cruel. He commaiided 19 Germaji j, 
and marched his army beyond the Elbfc 
(A Ibis); and having penetrated Either tiban 
any Roman had done before him, he ob-* 
tainedthe honours of a triumph. He died 
A . U. 778. Suet. Life of Nero, s. 4. Tacit 
Amial. ir. s. 44. 

34. Cneius Domixius ^n^dbaebus, 
fton of the last-mentioned L. D. j^nobaiv 
bus, by Antonia the elden He marrkd 
Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus, 
A. U. 781; was consul A. U. 783. His 
life was a series of evil deeds. He was tl« 
fd.ther of Nero, and wa? used to say, that 
frpm himself and Agrippina nothing good 
« valuable could be borh^^ — Suet. Life of 
Nero, fi^ 5. Tacit. Annal. iv. «. 75. 

* 
For Ag&ippika, his wife, see No. &3. 

35. Lucius DoMiTius Nero, the sixth - 
Eoman emperor, son of Cneius Domitius 
iSnofaarbus by Agrippina the daughter of 
Gemiamcus. She was grand-daughter to 
the famous Agrippa, by Julia the daeiighter 
gi Augu&tus. Nero was bom 15th Da^ 
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cembef^ A. U. 790, the detestable off- 
s|>rmg of two pemidous parents. He wad 
called simply Domitius, till by the adop* 
fion i>i Claudkis, A.V. 803, he pa^ssed into 
the-Cld.udian fafiaily, and took the nam^ <^ 
Nero. Me began hi« reigti, A. V. 807> 
With such fatroura:bte drcumstanis^, m^ f6t 
jk time, gave promise of a virtuous prince. 
Hi$ enormities, aflerwatds, delivet^d him 
down to the execration of posterity. The 
burning of Rome' was imputed to him. 
The Christian religion has to boast, that 
the foe of human kind was the enemy of 
her moral doctrine. He was a burthen to 
himself, and detested by all orders of men. 
He was condemned to die more majorum^ 
by a decree of the senate. He escaped a 
public execution, and died in a dastard- 
ly manner by his own hand, A. U. 821, 
A. D. 68. By his de^th the race of the 
Csesars^ became extinct. — Suet, Lifb of Ne* ' 
ro, s. ^. Tacit. Annal. xii. s. 25 ; and see 
Appendix to Annals^ book xvi. Pliny, 
b6i>k xxii. & 22 and 46. . 

The inscriptions on medals are, Neto 
Claudius^ Divi Claudii Filius^ Casar^ Au* 

X 2 
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gmtuSj GermanicuSyPqntifeoi^Mfi^ 
perator, Tribunitid Potestate Pater Paitut^ 

, S&. OcTAviA, daughter of the emperdt 
Ctawiius by Me|»»alioa. She was born A. U^ 
7^5; . Britannicus was her brother. . Shc 
wfts cdQtracted to Lticicis SilanuSy but mar- 
ried to Nero A. U.^ 806 ; worthy of better 
tiroes, and a better husband. Nero repu- 
fiia£e4.her for the sake of Pop|>pBa. She 
WS3 banished to the island of Pandataria, 
md there put to death, A. U.; 815^ — ^Tacit. 
Anna], xii. s. 3, 25 ; and AnnaL xiv. s. 60, 
64. Dio Cassius, book Hi. r 

, For Britannicus, her brother, see^No. 
108- 

; 37^ PoppjiA Sabina, daughter of T^itui 
QUiusby Poppeea Sabina. She was mar- 
ried firstnto Rufius Crispinus : 2dly, toMar^ 
cus Sa;lvius Otho, afterwards empei:ox; and 
at length to Nero, A. U. 815. The vices 
of her character resembled those of th« 
emperor. He loved her tenderly, yet killed 
her by ^ a kick on her womb when she wa^i 
wil^ child,^A. U. 818. Her body wasngl 
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burnt, but filled with spices, and deposited 
in the monument of the Caesars. Three 
years after her death, Nero dedicated a 
temple to her meniory, with an inscription. 
To Sabina the Goddess Verms — Sahin<B De^e 
VenerL—TsLcit. Annal. xiii. s. 45; Annal. 
xvi, s. 6. Suet. Life of Nero, s. 35. J)i6 
Cassius, book Ixiii* 

38. Claudia Augusta, daughter of ' 
Nero and Poppaea, born at Antium A. U. 
816. She was soon after her birth dignified 
with the title of Augusta. She died within 
four months, to the great grief of Nero. ^ 
She was canonized a goddess by a decree of 
the senate. Tacit. Anhal. xv. s. 23. Suet* 
Life of Nero, s. 35. 

Her inscription on medals is. Diva 
Claudia Neronis Filia; The Goddess 
XJIaudia^ Daughter of Nero* * 

39. Statilia Messalina, who drew 
her lineage through several descents from 
Statiliiis Taurus. She was the third wife 
of Nero, who, to possess her erson, mur- 
dered her first husband Atticus Vestinug 
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A. U. 818-— Suet. Life of Nero, a. 35. Td- 
cit. Annal.'xv. s. 68. 

40. DoMiTiA, daughter of Antonia liic 
elder by Lucius iElnobarbus ; aunt to Ne- 
ro, and the wife of Passienus Crispus. Ne- 
ro destroyed her by poison A. U. 812.^ — 
Tacit. Annal. xiii. s. 19, 21, Quihtilian, 
book vi. ^. 1. 

For Passienus Crispus, see No. 94. 

41. Caius Appius Ji^ffius Silamtus. 
He was governor of Spain. By the desire 
of Claudius he married Domitia Lepida, 
the mother of Messalina, and was soon 
after put to death by order of that empe- 
ror, A. U. 795 .^-Dio Cassius, book.lx. 

42. ' Antonia the younger, secooid 
daughter of Antony the triunivir by Oo- 
tavia sister of Augustus. She married Ne- 
ro Drusus, the brother of Tiberius, and Was 
ihe mother of Ge^nanicus; a woman di&- 
tinguished by her beauty, and no lets® by 
her virtue. She survived Drusus, her hus>- 
band, many years, leading aa exemplary 
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life in a state of widowhood, and . by. the 
whcJe ten6ur of her conduct almost edips^ 
ing the lustre of her ancestors*— Pliny, 
book vii. s. , 19. Suet. Life of JGaliguIa, 
s. 1* Tacit. Annal. iii. s. 3. Annal« xi« s. 3. 
Plutarch, Life of Marc Antony. Vaie^ 
rius Maximus, book iv. s. 3. 

43- Caius Octavius C^sak, August- 
tus, emperor of Rome. He was the son of • 
Caius Octavius by his. wife Atia, who was 
niece to Julius Caesar. He was born 23d 
September, A. U. 691. At the age of nine- 
teen he took the lead in the civil wars, ancU 
in three years after, not one of the conspi** 
rators against Julius Caesar (who had adopt* 
ed him for his son) survived the fury of the 
destructive sword. Sextus Pompeius was 
totally desfeated in a naval engagement off 
thecoast of Sicily. Lepidus, one of the tri-- 
- umvirate, was dismantled of his power; 
and Marc Antony was overthrown at the 
battle of Actium. After those events, 
Octavius was the only surviving chief of 
the Julian party. He became emperor of 
Home, A. U. C. 724. 

/ 
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Daring the whole course of his reign, 
pacific measures were the object of his po* 
Key- Letters flourished, and men of ge- 
nius met with encouragement. . By his po- 
pular acts he gained the affections of the 
people, with the title of Augu^tu^, the 
Father of his Country. Scythia, Sar- 
matia, the Garamantes and Bactrians, In- 
dia, and the people called the Seres, sub- 
mitted to his authority, and sent their am- 
bassadors to settle the terms bf a general 
peace. At Rome, and the capital cities of 
the provinces, temples, orders of priest- 
hood^ sacerdotal colleges, were dedicated 
to him, not only after his death, but, in 
many places, during his life. He died at 
Nola on the 18th of August, A.^ U. 767. 
His character, strictly examined, was more 
splendid for his policy than his virtues. 
He olved his elevation to the vices of Le- 
pidus and Antony, and the abilities of 
Vipsanius Agrippa ; but it redoundis to his 
praise, that what he gained bj' the prud- 
ence and valour of pthers, he was able to 
support, by a well-judged system of po- 
licy, during a space of four and forty years. 
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It was said of hitn, that he found' the city 
of Rome made with brick, and he changed 
it to marble. Though deified, even during 
his hfe in some parts of the empire, he was 
taught by various incidents, that h^ was no 
more than man. — See Suet. Life of August 
tus. Tacit, book i. of the Annals ; book 
xiii. s. 6. Plorus, book iv. chap. xii. Au* 
relius Victor, chap. i. Pliny, book vii. s. 45. 
iSeneca, de Consolatione, 34. 

Inscriptions on Ancient Medals : 

Before his elevation to the supreme 
power, Octavim CasaVj Son of the deified 
Juliusy ImperatoTj Triumvir for the Purpose 
of restoring the Commonwealth^ Consul^ the 
Assertor of public Liberty. 

After his accession to the empire, Ca- 
sar^ Augustus^ Son of the deified Julius Ca- 
sary Imperatory Consul^ chief Tontiff^ and^ 
with the tribunitian Power j Father of his 
Country. 

After his death, Divus Augustus^ the 
deified Augustus. 
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44. Qlouiaj daughter of Pubiiisi CIch 
dius by his wife. Fulvia, and daugbter-iar 
law to Antony the triumvir. . In order t9 
eonciliate terms of peace, Augustus maiw 
ried her, when she was yet of tender years; 
but a quarrel taking place with Fulvia, her 
mother, Augustus repudiated h^r in her 
virgin state* — Suet. Life of Aug, s, 62. 

45. ScRiBONiA^ sister of Lucius Scri?- 
bonius Libo, and wife of Augustus. She 
had been married twice before to two men 
of consular rank, and by one of them^ 
whose name was Scipio, she had a da.ughter 
named Cornelia. Augustus repudiated 
Scribonia A. U. 715^ and Livia, in a few 
years afterwards, succeeded to the ^m* 
braces of the emperor of Rome.— Suet. Life 
of Aug. s. 63, 69* Dio, book xlviii. Pro- 
pertius, book iv. eleg. 2. 

. 46. JuiiiA, daughter of Augustus, by 
his wife Scribonia, bom A. U. 715. She 
was married, first, to Marcellus ; secondlyi 
to Agrippa; and thirdly, to Tiberius; a 
woman of dissolute conduct, libidinous 
passions, and abandoned. infamy* On ac^ 
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count of her adulterons intrigues^ she was 
banished by Augustus to tfae^ island oi 
Pandataria A. U. 752. She was left there 
by Tiberius, to pine in want and misery* 
She died A. U. 767' — Hiny, book vii. s* 45* 
Dio, book Iv. Tacit. Annal. i. s. 53. Veil. 
Paterculus, book ii. s. 100. 

For her first husband^ Marcus Mar- 
CELLus, see No. 18. \ 

47. Marcus Vipsanius Agripfa; 
a man of low extraction, in his manners 
urfpolished, even to a degree of rusticity. 
For those defects he made ample atone^ 
ment by superior qualities ; in war, a great 
commander ; and through hfe a man of* 
unblemished integrity. He gained signal 
victories both by land and sea, and by his 
brilliant sue cess established Augu^tiis on 
the imperial throne. A stranger to lettcrB 
and the fine arts, he was, notwithstanding, 
the friend of science. At a time when ge- 
ographical knowledge had made little or 
iio progress, he framed a map of the work!;^ 
and presented it to the public^ Not otily 
Rome but Italy was adorned, under his dir 
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rection^ with public buildings no less use- 
ful than magnificent. Augustus, to she\*^ 
a grateful sense of his services and his me-^ 
lit, raised him to three several consulships, 
and even made him his associate in the tri- 
bunitian power. On the death of Marcus 
Marcellus (see No. . 18), Augustus chose 
him. for his son-in-law, and gave him in 
marriage his daughter JuUa, then a widowj, 
A. U. 733. Agrippa, though a new man, 
had the art of rising in the world with su- 
perior dignity. He died A. U. 742, in the 
fifty^first year of his age. Augustus spoke 
his.funeral panegyric. — Tacit. Annal. i. s. 3. 
Bliny, book iii. s. 2; book vii. s. 8; book 
:xxxv. s. 4. Dio, book liv. Veil. Patercu- 
lus, book ii. s. 96. 

He was called in ancient medals, Mar-- 
cu$ Agrippay Son of LuciuSy Consul three 
times, Commander of the Fleets and Prafect 
of the Sea^coast. 

48. Caius C^sar, son of Agrippa and 
Julia, born A. U. 734; adopted by Augus-^ 
tus as his son,, prince of the Roman youth, 
and consul elect. He was prematurely cut 
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Q&^on his return from Armenia, A. U, 75T, 
Tacit.. Annal. i. s. 3. Dib, book liv. 

V He was. married to. Li via, the sister of 
Germanicus.— Tacit. Annal. iv. s. 40. 

For Li VI A, hiii wife, see No. 71- 

. 49» Lucius Cjesar, son of Agrippa and 
Julia, brother tQ Caius Csesar, bom A. U. 
737; adopted by Augustus into the Caesa- 
rian family ; styled prince of the Roman 
youth; and declared consul elefct. He 
died at Marseilles on his way to join the 
army in. Spain, in the month of August, 
A. U. 754. Tacit: Anna!, i. s. 3. 

In ancient medals, both brothers are 
called. Cairn and Lucius Ccesars^ Sons of 
4^ugustus^ Consuls electa Princes of the Ro^ 
man Youth. 

. 50. Marcus Agrippa Posthumos, 
son of Agrippa and Julia; brother to Caius- 
and Lucius ; born after his father's death, 
A. U. 742. He was adopted by Augustus 
A. U. 757> and soon after, on account of 
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hm uncdutb mannen^ and stupid fejAcitjTy 
banished to the island of Planasia. No 
kind of guilt could be imputed to him ; no 
disgrnci^ul or 'flagitious ac^on was laid to 
his charge ; and for that reason, Augustus^ 
towards the end of his life, began to relent. 
He- intended to restore him to his Yank, 
and, it is said, made a voyage to the isle of 
Flai^asia for the purpose of a reconciliation* 
Augustus, however, did not live to catffj. 
his^ design into execution. Agrippa Postt 
humus was cut off by order of Tiberius^ 
who made that murder the first act of his 
resign, A. U. 767. — Dio, book liv. Velleius 
Paterculus, book ii. s. 104. Tacit. Annsds, 
book i. s. 3, 6* Pliny, book vii* s. 45. 

51. Ao RIP FIN A, daughter of Agrippa 
and Juliaj grand-daughter to Augustus^ 
and wife of Germanicus ; a woman of noble 
qualities, an exalted spirit, and unconquer- 
• ' able chastity. Elate with the pride of vir- 
ta^y and c^onsciolis of her illustrious birth, 
siie scorned to bend to the arrogance of 
Livia, the mother of Tibenus. She was 
banished to the isle of Pandataria^ and 
after suffering every barbarous outrage 
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ftom the cruelly of Tibcnus^ died in misery 
A- U* 786— Tacit. AnnaL 1v. $• 12. Aii- 
nal. vi. s. 25. Aanal. xiv. s. 63* See $up^ 
plement to book v. of the A&nals, s* 5. 

'For Germanicus, her husband, see 
No. 81- 

&% JiJLtA, daughta: of Agrippa and 
Julia; sister to Agrippina, and grahd^ 
daughter to Augustus. She married Lu^ 
ctus ^milius Paulus, and, in all kinds of 
excess and vicious debaucheij, distinguish* 
ed herself as the rival of her mother. In 
the reign of Augustus, she was condemned 
for her adulterotis practices, and banished 
to the isle of Trimetu*-, A. U. 76l . She 
died in exile A. U. 781. — ^Taciti Annal. iv. 
f^71. 

6S. Lucius ^MiLius Paulus, son of 
Paulus wXmilius Lepidus and his wife Cor*^ 
nelia. The father was censor A. U. 7324 
Lucius the son married Julia, the daughter 
of Agrippa and -Julia. — Suet. Life of Au- 
gustus, s. 64. Dio, book liv. , 
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54. Marcus j^milius Lbpiitus, soA 
(^ Luelus j^tnilius JLepidus aed Julia iht 
daughter of Agrippa. He m&jtriQd Diu-r 
silla^ and coniii|jitted adultery aod incest 
with her sisters. His vices endeared him 
to Caligula. He was condemned for trea- 
sonable practices, and put to death At. Uv 
792. Caligula, upon that occasion, gave 
a donative to the soldiers, and dedicated 
to Mars tke Avenger three swords, 

' which had been prepared by the conapirar^ 
tors. — ^Dio, book lix. Suet. life of Cali- 
gula, s. 24 and 36. Tacit. Amial. xiv. s. 2* 

55. Emilia Lefida, th6 daughter^ of 
Lucius ^milius Paulus, and JuUa, th6 
daughter . of Agrippa and Julia, conse- 
quently gratid-diaughter to Augustus. She 
w:as contracted to Claudius, afterwards em- 
peror, when he was extremely young ; and 
afterwai'ds marjied to Junius Sikmis; — 
.tSuet. Life of Claud. sJ 26. Pliny, book vii; . 
s. 13.. . 

• • . '" ^' . ' * • ' • . 

56. JuNii7s SiLANUs, the husband of 
tlic last-mentioned jEmilia Lepida. No^ 
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thing of hijn caii be said with certainty; 
but it is probable that he was the Marcus 
SUanus who was joint consul with Lucius 
Norbanus Flaccus, A. U. 772.— Tacit. An- 
na!, ii. s. 59. 

57- Marcus Junius Silanus, son of 
Junius Silanus and -flEmilia Lepida, born 
in the year in which Augustus died, A. U.' 
767.-^Pliny, book vii. s. IS. He was a 
man of an unblemished character, but so 
inactive, that Caligula called him The 
Golden Calf. He was proconsul of Asia, 
and, by Nero's order; taken off by poison, 
A. tJ. 8O7. — ^Tacit. Annal. xiii. §. 1. 

' 58. The wife of Marcus Junius Silanus, 
and the mother of Lucius Silanus Torqua- 
tttsr The name is not to be found in any 
Historian. 

59. Lucius Silanus Torquatus, son 
of Marcus Junius Silanus, who was great- 
grandson to Augustus. Without being 
charged with any crime, obnoxious only on 
account of his illustrious birth and the 
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modesty of his youth; he was put tp 
<^eath by Nero, A. U- 818.— Tacit. AanaL 
jcvi. s. 7, 8, 9. 

60. Lucius Junius Silanus, son. of 
Junius Silanus and Emilia Lepida (see 
fiOf 55 aad 56). The emperor Claudius 
bad proniised him his daughter Octavia ia. 
mmrriagey A. U. 794, but soon after broke 
9ff the match, and feil Silanui^ |o choose 
his mode of death, A. V. 802. — Dio, bo^ 
1*. Tacit. Aqn^l. ^ih 8. 3, 8* , 

6h JWIV9 .Sll*4NU» TonQVATUP, SOB 

of Junius SilanAis and j^&milfa L(^c|a, frlut 
was great-grand-daughter to Augustus. 
A pedigree derived frpint^iejunian faintly, 
and rendeared stiU inoi^ iJl^strious by hif^ 
i^eiation to Augu^^isi made.h^ ohiqoxioiM 
to the jealousy of Nero. He died by thai 
emperor's order, A. U. 817^ Both he and 
Lucius Silanus Torq^tu^ vrp^ ^ut off. in 
the montilj of June^ j^ whu?h. T«a*wi t}^ 
name was changed to ^Iwt /pf jCf erjjjaJ|UM?iMU 
—Taqit. AnnaL ^v, s. Sd. , AwN»l^ »yit »^ 
Sandl?. ; DJ^o^b^ o'h 
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nius Silaftvis and -^ipilia licpid^. She ^ 

was married to Vitellius, who was afterr 
wards emperor. Distinguished by her 
beiauty and illustrious hirtb, sh^ presejrvied 
au unb)efnished cb»r^Qteri bi^t pEQtok^ 
hfir qnemifcs by a fierce, ftijd uticomjilying 
spirit. ' 3y the jrnalkse >and iii^dipu« ajrts qi 
A^ippina tli^ younger, ^he^aa baDwhfi4 

put of Jtal^, h»t S9c)»JJe4 hyT^moA^ U» 
812. She Uve4 to <Aie tiwp of V^^psi5i»»4 
—Tacit- Axm^^ sii^s,/4.apjj ^, A»n*J>*wi 
5, J2." S.uet^ IiifeofVegp.fi 23. : : /J A 

63. Vitellius, son of Lucius Vitellius 
th§ censor j%9|i Iw* ;Fife,ffi9XtUja. . , He.itf^r- 

9fk^ ImMUv^Myone topk place some 
time IjefwNJi A iV' iBO^v^Taqit A|mal, xi« 
8i.3i3i..;-AjWJPlxii-/?;!4. Siiet. Life,pf.yit 

A^» .tB?i»^ dftttgbter .of Junius 3ilftptw 
aiK^^$4X0i% I^pida. She ww HMymed.tp 
Ca4U$ CftSsiufl, gfevemor of Syxin, AblslCt 
^^«^»ti<wi ille^og v^qus critnes f^p jiubr 
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orned against her, but rcfbrred to the judge- 
ment of Nero, A* U. 818. — ^Tacit* Annal- 
xvi. s.^, 9. 
* ' • ' 

65. Caius Cassius, governor of Syria, 
and husband of Lepida. He was cete*^ 
brated for his suJ)erior knowledge of the 
laws; but being charged with having, 
among the images of his ancestors, the 
picture or statue of the famous Cassius, 
with an inscription, To the Chief of Party ^ 
he was banished to the island of Sardinia, 
A. U. 818.~Tacit. Annal. xii* s. 11, 12, 
AnnaL xvi. s. 8, 9. 

66. LiviA, called &lsa Livia Dri/- 
siLLA, and; after the death of Augustus, 
Julia Augusta. She was the daughter 
of Livius Drusus Claudiatius. Her first 
husband was Tiberius Claudius Nero : 
being divorced from him, she married Au- 
gustus A. U. 716. A woman dS illus^trious 
birth; elegant in her form and manners; 
of high ambition, and an overbearing spi- 
rit. She had the skill to manage the gen« 
tle^ atris of Augustus, and the dark dissi- 
mulation of Tiberius; a complying and" 
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obliging wife, and afterwards an imperious 
mother. Her enmity to Germaniqus and 
his wife Agrippina was subtle, close, and 
unrelenting. She died A. U. 782, at the 
age of 86.— Velleius Pat. book ii. s. 75. 
Suet. Life of Tiberius, s. 3 and 4. Dio, 
book xlviii. Tacit. Annal. bpok v- s. 1. 

Her inscriptions on ancient medals: 
Livia Augusta J Julia^ Augusta^ Mother of 
her Country/. 

After her death : Tfie deified Livia, Wife 
of the deified Augustmy the deified Julia 
Augusta. 

67. Tiberius Claudius Nero, the 
first husband of Livia, and by her the fa- 
ther of Tiberius, afterwards emperor, and 
of Nero Claudius Drusus (for whom see 
^No. 79)r H^ obt^-ined the dignities of - 
praetor and pontiff; a man of brilliant ta- 
lents and extensive learning. He attached 
himself to Antony the triumvir ; and after 
the defeat of that party, he withdrew with 
his wife Livia and Tiberius, then an infant 
about two years old, into Sicily, A. U. 714. 
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liivia fled from Augustus, her destined hus-^ 
band, and Tiberius from his ftiture father 
by adoption. Tiberius Claudius Ne^ 
made his peace with Augustus, and resign* 
ed his wife A- U. 716. He died three 
years after, A. U. 719* — Veil. Pat. book 
ii. s. 75. Suet., Life of Tiberius, s. 4, 6. 
Dio, book xlvii. 

68. Tiberius Nero, son of Tiberius 
Claudius Nero by Livia his wife, born l6tli 
November, A. U. 712; adopted by Au- 
gustus A. U. 757, and emperor of Rome 
A. U. 767- He died on th^ 17th of March 
A. U. 790, after a reign of three and 
twenty years. Julius Caesar subdued his 
country; Augustus cherished the con- 
quered; and Tiberius made them crouch 
in bondage. He established slavei*y, atid 
despised the servile spirit of the tA^n that 
submitted with piassive obedience. He 
"hated eminent Virtue, and was at the sainie 
time the enemy of vice. Such jarring ele- 
ments have been rarely mixed ih the cioni- 
position of one man: fluctuating between 
good and evil, and by turns inclined to 
each, he did every thing by GU and sud- 
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'Sen starts of passion. Before he rote to 
the supreme power^ he distinguished faim^i 
self by his warlike spirit. When master 
of the Roman world, dissimulation was, the 
prominent feature of his character. When 
he had wa<led far in guilt and dagitiutif 
deeds, he lay on the torture of the mind in 
restless ecstasy. Goaded by. his consciene^^ 
and alarmed by constant suspicions, he fled 
from danger to the isle of Capre®, but 
could not fly from himself. He was often 
heard to utter a most horrible wish^ ext 
pressed in a Gre^k verse: i 

Me mortuOj terra mtsceatur ignu 

** At my death let the earth be involved m 
*^ flames/* He called Priam the happii^t 
of men, because his kingdom |[)erished with 
him.— Veil. Pat. book ii. s. 75. Tacit ia 
the six first Annals, passim. Pliny, book 
xxviii. s. 2. i 

Inscriptions on iift<!:ienft medals: Tibetim 
Casarj Augustus^ Son of the deified JJugm^ 
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*««, ImperatoTy Augur, Chief Pantijff^ vested 
with the Tribunitian Power. 

69- VipsANiA Agrippina, daughter 
of Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa by his first 
wifp Poinponia, who was the grand-daugh- 
ter of Atticus^ to whom Cicero addressed 
the well-known collection of letters. Vip- 
s^nia Agrippina was first married to Ti- 
berius^ the emperor, but by him unwill- 
ingly repudiated during her pregpancy, 
to make way for a match with Julia, the 
daughter of Augustus. — Tacit. Annal. book 
i. s. 12. Suet;. Life of Tiberius, s. 7- Dio, 
book liv. After her divorce, she married 
Asinius Gallus, the son of Asinius Pollio, 
the consul and celebrated orator, the fa- 
vourite of Augustus, and, what is now of 
more consequence, celebrated by Horace 
and yirgil. Of all the children of Agrippa, 
she is the only, one that died a natural 
death, A. U.. 773. Tacit> Annal. book 
iii. 8. 19. 

For Asinius Gallus, se^e Tacit. An- 
nal. book i. s. 8. 
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70. Drusus' C^sar, son of Tiberiiis by 
Vipsania Agrippiiia, who^ was repudiated 
in her pregnancy. He was bom A. U. 739; 
a youth of a towering spirit, impatient 
of an equal, addicted to liquor, and in that 
vice the rival of his father. He married 
liivia, otherwise called Livilla, who was 
debauched by Sejanus, and drawn into a 
plot against her husband^s hfe. Drusus 
had been three times consul, and was every 
day rising to eminence in the state, when 
Sejanus put an end to his days by poison^ 
A. U- 776.— Tacit. Annal. book i. s. 55 ; 
book iii. s. 56; book iv, s. 3 and 8. Phrty, 
book xiv. s. 22. 

Inscriptions on ancient medals : Drusus 
C(Bsar Son of TiberiuSj Grandson to the 
deified Augustus^ Pontiffs Consul^ vested^ 
with Tribuniiian Power. ^ 

71- LiviA, or LrviLLA, daughter of 
Nero Claudius Drusus (see No. 79) by has 
wife Ahtonia the younger (see No. 42)* 
She was sister to Germanicus, aiid also 
-Claudius the emperor. Her first husbaijid 
was Caius, the son of Agrippa ; ^ft^ his 
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death she married ©fusus the son of Tibe- 
rius. Se^anus seduced her affeciions from 
her husband. Engaged in a course of 
adultery with that flagitious minister, she 
hoped to rise with her paramour to the im- 
perial dignity^, and with that ambitious 
view Conspired against her husband. Her 
guilt lining afterwards fully detected, sh6 
wias put to death by order of Tiberius (see 
Supplement to Annals, book v. s. 38,^39) ; 
and by a decree of the senate^ her pictures 
and statues were all destroyed, and her 
memory branded with infamy.— Suet. Life 
of Claidius, s. 1. Life of Tiberius, s. 63. 
Tacit. AnnaL book iv. s. 3 and 40 ; book 
vi.'s. 2. Dio, book Iviii. 

72i Tiberius, son of Drusus Caesat 
(see No* 70) and Livilla (No. 71), grand^ 
son to Tiberius the emperor, bom with a 
twin-brother A. U. 772. Tiberius was so 
elated with joy on that occasion, that he 
boa^t^d of the birth of twins, as an event 
which had never happened to any ttomafi 
ofeqaal rank. Galigula deprived him of 
the suctessioa and his life, A. U. 790.-— 
I^tek. Anhiil* book H. s. 84. £>io^ book fix. 



Digitized 



by Google 



6ENEAL6GICAL TABLR 33I 

73. The twin-brother of Tiberius (No^ 
72), the son of t)rusus and Livia, or 
Livilla, died when about four years old, 
A. U. 776. — ^Tacit. Annal. book ii. s, 84 ; 
book iv. s, 15. His name is no where men- 
tioned. 

74. Julia, daughter 6f Drusus Caesar 
(No. 70) and Livia (No. 71), married first 
to Nero Caesar, son of Germanicus and 
Agrippina, and afterwards to RubelUu%( 
Blandus. She was cut off by the malice 
of Messalina A. U. 796. — ^Tacit. AiinaL « 
book iii. s. 29; book vi. s, ^7 ; book xiil. 

s. 19 and 32. Dio, book Ix* 

For Nero Caesar, son of Germanicus and 
Agrippina, the husband of Julia, see No. 
82. 

75. RuBELnus Blandus, son of a 
Roman knight, and the second husband of 
Julia, the daughter of Drusus (see No. 70). 
He was married to her A. U. 786. — ^Tacit. 
Annal. book vi. s. 37* Dio, b6ok Iviii. 

76* RutoELiius Plautus, sdn^fllttr 
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^ bellius Blandus and his wife Julia. The 

popular voice marked him out a proper 
person to succeed to the imperial dignity, 
and for that reason he was put to death by 
Nero A. U. 815. — ^Tacit. Annal. book xiii. 
s. 19. book xiv. s. 22 and 58. 

77- Antistia Pollutia, daughter of 
Lucius Antistius Vetus,and wife ofRubel- 
lius Plautus (No. 76). ,She was put to death 
with her father and Sextia, her mother-in- 
law, A. U. 818. Her crime was, that, while 
she lived, Nero considered her and her fa- 
mily as a living reproach for the mtirder of 
her husband Rubellius Plautus. — ^Tacit.* 
Anna], book xvi. s. 10 and 11. 

» » 

78- A SON of Tiberius the emperor by 
Julia, the daughter of Augustus (see No. 
46). He was born at Aquileia, and died 
in his infancy A* U. 747. His name is no 
where mentioned. — Suet. Life of Tiberius, 
s. 7. Dio, book Iv. 

.79* Nero Claudius Drusus, son of 
Tiberius Claudius Nero (see No. 67) and 
Livia, afterwards married to Augustus. 
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Tiberius the emperor was his elder brother. 
He was bom A. U. 7 16. A youth, says 
Velleius Paterculus, of as many virtues as 
prudence can acquire, or human nature 
can admit. The fine ode of Horace, Qua^ 
km ministrum fulminis alitem^ book iv. 
ode 4, written ill the year of Rome 743, 
displays his military character in the 
brightest colours. He rose to the highest 
civil offices, such as praetor, aedile, and 
consul. He commanded the Roman army 
in Germany, and for his victories obtainejd 
the name of Germanicus. He wa§ fa- 
ther of the famous Germanicus by An*«t 
tonia. the younger (see No. 42). He diecf 
A. U. 745 ; the pride of the Claudian fa- 
mily, and the favourite of the Roman 
people. Augustus spoke' his funeral pane- 
gyric, and in his speech offered up a fer- 
vent prayer to the gods, that all fn'tur^ 
• Caesars might resemble him, and that his 
own death, whenever it should happen, 
might be equally honourable and. as sin- 
cerely lamented. — Suet. Life of Claudius, . 
8. 1. Life of Tiberius, s. 4. Dio, booklv. 
Valerius Maximus, book iv. s. 3, No. 3. 
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Inscription on ancient coiofi iNeroClaur \ 

dius DrusuSf Germanicus, Imperator^ , 

For Anton I A the younger, the wife qf 
prusus, see No. 42 • . , 

60. Sons of Drusus ftnd Antoni^.* The)i; 
died before A. U. 745, and their names are 
Diow uijknown,— Suet. Life of Cl^udiusi 

81* Grrmanicus C;^SAQ,^^on of NerP 
Clafidjuus Drusus (No, 79) by Antonifi tl^^ 
younger (No, 42), the worthiest son , of 
the worthiest parents. . Tiberius, by !tb« 
cpp^ma^ of Augustus, qdopt^d hina A* XJt 
7^7 J \^\^^ afterwards, wbe» ppppe^^d of tfefi 
suprenj.e power, bqheld him wi^K^. Qif^ligr 
s^teyev He died on bi9 reti^p frot^. a 
tour in Jigypt, not witfeoult st^p«g fiustpir 
C^pnf of being poisoned by the cQQtriv^i^c^ 
of Xim, the mother of Tib^riuj, ^ftd t]»9 
yi^iainy of Piso wd Ptancdn?^ A. Vi 778i 
ifk tlM» thirty^fir^t yjaarof l*w Ai9iw;:Tbfe;f«-r 
iwrftl x^^remopy ,w^» p^iformedjftbukitiaclb 
G^mmnicus awxeeM to Jus &ther iaithe 
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liffectioos of tj»e Hpman peppje^ Ofgentte 
manners^ mild and gracious to aU» h^ was 
belield with pleasure, and heard with ap- 
plause. Ambition, if we except the fair 
desire of being distinguished by his virtues, . 
bad no infliteoce on his conduct. Ui^^e- 
bauched by pleasure, he dii^cbarged ajl ^b^ 
duties of an; upright citi?ei> sind an »ble 
officer,, He commanded tihe Roinan le^ 
gions in G^rrftaiiy; in war vkWrious^ an4 
in peace mftd^wate to t^e va^Mj^isbedf JP0B7 
s^sed of ^reat aq^opipUghiJi^nts, fee wajjij 
nothing, inferior ; to Afex^nder, an4 :i^^ 
from the vices of that warJiHe chief./ H^ 
was on the side of virtue greatly his supe- 
rj;pr. Boqae d^*9fed bis death,, ^od with 
him lost all hopes of seeing the old cpoetir 
tution restored. Foreign nations paid their 
kibiite ©£ rMpect to his iiemory,-*-Tafeit. 
Aa»al book i.> s. S, 35, 84, 42, ^. j/bddc 
ft. $, 73, 7& Dia, buok H. 

•: inscripliio^ oik uideht doiiis: G&ma» 
fl^ttfi Cmar, Shn of Tibetim- Attgustusy 
Glii»4fi^ to the MJhd 'Augvuius, ' Ctiapul, 

r>:. .....:... .,,.. .V. -.i .->•..;-:•,. • 

-;)Mk, hn (katii^ an ths onigii jof MsiJSQn 
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Caligula': Germahicus CasaVy Father of 
Casar Augmtus^ the deified Germcmcus. 

For Agrippina, his wife, see No,. 51. : 

82. Nero Caesar, son of Germani- 
cus and Agrippina. He married Julia, 
daughter of Drusus\ the son of Tiberius 
(see No. 70), A. U. 773. By the wicked 
arts of Sejanus he was banished to the isle 
of'Pontia, and there put to death A. TJ. 
784;~Tacit. Annal^ book iv. s. 59> 60 ; 
book V. s.' 3, 4. Suet. Life of Tiberius, 
s. 54. Dio, book Iviii. 

For Julia, the wife of Nero Caesar, see 
No.-74. ' ' . • * 

83« Deujsus C^sARySonof Germanicus 
and Agrippina, brother to Nero Ceesar and 
Caligula, afterwards emperot. He married 
.Emilia Lepida, who was induced by Seja- 
nus to betray her husband. Deluded him* 
self by the arts of that evil minister, he 
consfured against the ,life of his brother^ 
Nero Ceesar. He was imprisoned at Rome 
by order of Tiberius, and died in oonfifne** 
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merit A. U^ 786. — Tacit. Annal. book iv* 
s. 60 ; book vi. s. 23, 24. Dio, book Iviii* 

Inscriptions on ancient coins : Nero C^- 
wr, Drums Ccesar^ Duumviri* 

84. MuiBiA Lepida, daughter of Ma- 
nias Lepidus, and wife of Drusus Ceesar 
(No. 83). She was engaged ia an adulter- . 
ous commerce with Sejanns, and suborned 
by that ambitious upstart to carry a clan- 
destine charge against her husband to 
the ear of Tiberius, Notwithstanding her 
crimes, she was protected during her fa- 
ther':s life; biit being afterwards prosecuted 
by the race^ of infdrmers, she put an end to' 
her days A. U. 789- — ^Tacit. AnnaL book 
iv. s. 20; book vi. s. 27, 40. 

- 85. Caius CaiSAR, son of Germanicui 
and Agrippina ; a youth of engaging man- 
ners, and ' a promising disposition. He 
died prematurely in the bloom of life, 
much regretted by Augustus. — Suet. life 
of Caligula, s. 7 and 8. 

86. Caius CiESAR, better known by the 

VOL. IV. z 
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name of CALiauLA^ fourth emptor, c^* 
Borne, tiaie son of Gormaracus aad Agr^ 
pina. He was born at Antium 31st Au- 
gost) in tiie eonsuhliip ctf Gennai]ri€tt» and 
Fonteius Capito^ A. U^ 70Su He pmttised 
the arts of dissimulation during the hfe of 
Tiberius^ and had ike skill ixx ooneeal his 
real cbasaetcf . Having obtained the so¥e« 
reign po\f er^ he threw off the maeik^ and 
sheired himwlf ^ inomtet of! vn» aaid; 
(Hnoehy; He itished with impious arron 
gancG ten be worahipped 9» a gQd». and ik«i. 
Bk iihfi same tindie ^ tyrant of sitvarge ikf€h\ 
oity,; ^ scorurgeicf bitmaa kkid# His dh^^ 
l^^io bkx)d ifar^sD keen and drdent,, that: 
he trad <iiiteiift beard to eiqpdressr hts vmhy 
tMat the Mfmian: peoples had hut ome ibeak^ 
that he might dt a Mow dssinyi the zsAohi . 
race. He dissipated in less than a year 
iim whole treasuare left, bj Tibcmi;s^ (xm- 
pnted to be. aai ixiiiiienfia.S9uai*. Noi^ c^m 
diti be* wonderai at iJBi a« mam Mfho spent; . 
tar oDi^ dinnar^ a hundred' dtoyfland $e£H, 
tenses. Gbstl J aad eferainarke ib Im dHmi 
he was so extravaganta£ toa()pear m shoes 
composed of pearl. He was slain by Cas- 
siM €htt«av trituittL of a prastorian (tohst^ 
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eti the foutth dky of the Palatine gatnes, 
A. tJ. 794 ; a Aian,^ sstys l^enfftcai^ deSigiifed 
by nature t<J she^ what the ^♦'bwt ticfes" catf 
do in the height 6f |)OWer. — ^^SeneOa de Gotti 
solat. c. ix. Suet. Life of Cahgula, s.'8, 
37, 99. tM% bOdk tiJ. s.- 8 j book xxiiii. 
§i 3. Tacit. AiiMh kk)k Vi. s^ 20. 

InsxSiiptionS on ancietit coitti* : Cdiiis CS^ 
sat Auguitns GefiharHtui, 8m bf TibetHii 
Aagiiituit Cfrdndim f6 Aiigiattis, Grditt- __ 
Grandsdft to the dijft^S AngtStstu^f Gdmi GSi^ 
»dri a GtAi and Epp^tor.- 

An ackipted ^oh of Tibei>itr«y ha wa^ 
grandson to AtfgiistoM ; as the *ow of Oef- 
Aitedieusy he Wais griealt-gi-a*dsd&". 

St. CxAtTDiA^ dauf^e/ of M. SiMnu^,= 
mATried to (Dalhgula Av ¥.• 78<?. She died 
in eliiM-bedv Suetonius calls' lier Jxj^iA 
GiAtforLiA. — Ttacitv Annal'. b06kvii 9. 20i 
Suet. Lifii Of Ca:hgutia, s., 1-^. 



85. LivfA OuisTiijiiA f caflled by Dio, 
GoRN^LfA O^M'ii'^A. She ^ai oil thti 
pdttt of marrying G^ius' Galpu'rilitjs Pisfo;. 
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when Caligula, enatnpured of her beauty, 
carried oflF by force, and in a few. days 
after repudiated her*— Suet. Life of Ca- 
ligula, s. 25. Dio, book lix. 

89- LoLLiA Paulina^ grand-daughter 
of Marcus liollius, who was tutor to Caiusi 
Csesar, the son of Agrippa (No. 48), and 
drew on himself a load of disgrace and ob- 
loquy, on account of the prodigious pre- 
sents, which he received with a rapacious 
hand from the oriental princes. His 
daughter LoUia Paulina was married to 
Caligula. The emperor ravished her from 
Caius Memmius Regulus, and in a short 
time after dismissed her from his embraces. 
Pliny assures us, that he saw her, not at 
a time of public festivity, but at a mo- 
derate entertainment, placed at the . ban- 
queting-table, ia a dress overcharged with 
jewels and pearls, artfully intermixed and 
blended, tangled in her hair, shining oti 
her head, at her ears, round her neck, 
with rich bracelets on her arms, and her 
fingers loaded with rings ; the whole of this 
laboured magnificence was not worth less 
' than four hundred thousand sesterces^ 
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Pliny adds, that this enormous display was 
not a present from the emperor, but all of 
it the wealth of her grand-father Marcus 
Lollius, accumulated from the spoil of 
plundered provinces, — Pliny, book ix . chap. 
35, s. 57. Suet. Life of Caligula, 25. Dio, 
book lix. 

90. MiLONiA CiESONiA, daughter of 
Vestilia, whom Caligula married when she 
was advanced in her pregnancy, A. U. 792. 
In thirty days after she was delivered of 
her child. She was the wife of the worst 
of men, and her own vices made her worthy 
of such a connexion. Caligula was killed 
A. U. 794 rand in a few days after Che- 
rea, who dispatched the tyrant, ordered 
Caesonia and her daughter to be put to 
death, that no remains of the tyrant's fa- 
mily should be suffered to exist. She died 
with a degree of fortitude that would have 
done honour to a better character. Suet. 
Life of Caligula, s. 25, 59» Dio, book lix* 
Pliny, book vii. s. 5. v: 

. 91. Julia Drusilla, daughter of Ca- 
Hgula and Milonia Caesonia. Her frantic 
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8§ ^ the p^trpQejs «f ber e4up»itiQft. ghfl 
^SGpy^pe4 in her mhnQy ^^Qng indicj^? 
^ifm of the PjriKBlty th*t hmBd^4 bpth h«r 
P^entg.. 3h<e «»ffiei!ed dpfith with Iver jupr 
ther (see No. 90). — Suet. Life of Caligula, 
s. 25 and 59' JDio, book lix. 

9%f Tf^o 9(>9.ii qf Crerraapicus and Agripr 
j^l)^, who died in their infancj.' Theif 
ll^ufie^ i^ot rpfjprded. — ^Smet. JJfp of Ca? 
ligBl*, s, T and 8. 

98, Aqbj??!!? A, daughtef of Gewnanid 
cvis and Agrippina, bpm A> U. 7^9« She 
Yf9^ TB^TTipd thre$ times; Gsst, to Cneiua 
JPoiQitius ^noharNu, A. U. 761 ; .mafmdy 
ly, to JWienu:^ Cii^pus ; thirdly, <ja the 
^pecQf Claudivsi, A. U. 80i. She w^s a 
-SF^an pf violent pasfiions, unhoundad amr* 
]|;ii^pn, {a:ui at the same time distingoisib 
f!^ % heir literary aecoaaplishments. By 
JEnobarbus, her first husband, she was the 
mother of Nero, whose name is now an- 
o^r word for Uie most savage cruelty* 
Keapo was bora A. U. T90 (No. 35). By 
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that ^x^cr^bie parricide Agripptna w|isbari> 
barbusly iQurdered A. U. 812.^— T^cit. An* 
nal' bcx^ ii. 8. 54; book iv. $. j3; book 
xu. 8, 64: book xiy» s. 6, 7, 8, Suet. life 
of Caligula, s. 7' Dio, booklx. . ' 

FofCnEIPS DoMITI4[JS iEsrOSABBUS* 

her fir»t husbao4) and the father of Nero, 
see No. 34. 

. 94. Passienus Crisfus, a celelurated 
fffatoTf and twk« consul. He -w^as fiwt 
ntairied to Dwtnitia . (see No. 40), and 
secondly to Agrippina. A sjbrewd $ayi&g " 
of his concerning Caligula is well known ; 
There never wa9 a better servant nor a «i?»r«e 
master. Upon other occasions he was used 
to observe, " We all opposi the doof to fiat- 
tery, but none of m shut it." — Pliny, book 
xvi. c, 44, s. 91. Tacit. Annal. book vi. 
s. 20. Seneca, Quaest Natural, book iy. 
Preface. . 

For Claudius, the third hmband Of 
Agrippina, see No. 100. 

9d. DBU8i]ii.4, daughter <)tfG«rmaiu<siis 
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and Agrippina, born A. U. 770. She! was 
first married to Lucius Cassius Longinus 
A. U, 786, and afterwards to Marcus Mmi* 
lius Lepidus^ Caligilla, her brother^ had 
an incestuous intrigue with her ; and after 

, her death, which happened A. U. 791> he 
canonized her for a goddess by the name of 

. Panthea. On that occasion Livius Ge- 
minius declared on his oath, that he had 
seen her in her ascent to heaven. For this 
extraordinary testimony he was amply re- 
warded by Cahgula. — ^Tacit. Annal. vi., 
s. 15. Suet. Life of CaHguk, s. 7 a^nd 24 
Dio, book \ix. 

On ancient coins: Drtisilla Augmtd. 

• '96. Lucius Cassius Longinus, mar^ 
ried to Drusilla (No. 95). He was raised 
to the consulship A. U. 783, and afterwards 
stood forth the accuser of Drusus, his wife^s 
brother (see No. 83). Suet. Life. of Cali- 
gula, s. 24. Tacit AnnaL vi, s. 15. DiO| 
book Iviii. 

For Marcus -^milius LepIdus, the 
second husband of Drusilla, see No. 54. 
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97* Julia, daughter of Germanicua and 
Agrippina, called by Suetonius Li villa. 
She was bom A. XJ. 771 ^ Caligula, on ac- 
count of her debaucheries, ordered her to 
be Qonveyed to the isle of Pontia, A. U. 
792. She was recalled in the reign of 
Claudius; but Messalina, without any 
crime alleged, contrived to drive her into 
banishment, and afterwards put her to 
death, A. U. 796. — Suet. Life of Caligula, 
s. 7 and 24. life of Claudius, s. 29 • Dio, 
book lix, 

98. QaiNCTiLius VARtJS, son of Clau- 
dia Pulchra, who was cdusih to Agrippina. 
He married Julia (No. 970 An accusation 
was franied against him by Domitius Afer 
and Dolabella, A. U. 780. — Seneca, Con- 
trov. book i. s. 3. Tacit. AnnaL iv. s* 52 
and 66. 

99. Marcus Vinicius. He married 
Julia (No. 97) A. U. 786; was twice con- 
sul, but, by a wicked stratagem of Messa- 
lina, was destroyed by poison A. U. 799* 
•It was to this man, in the year of his con- 
sulship, that Velleius Patereulus dedicated 
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Im ?lf^M»t eomp&a^vm of Urn Boniaii 
HhUifyi a n^erii odmned tor tfav? betuCy 
of t^ styht but jdebased by tibe folnome 
praiap <^7ib^u» and Sejamis. — ^Tacit. An?* 
V9^.. vi. j^. . Seo' jSupptemait to Aostain, 
y, s, 11. J)io> bocJt Ix. 

OES-KAiriaui, fifth <empax>r of Eoine* 
pe WM foo tQ Nqto Claudius Drwus (No. 
79) end Antooift the younger (No. 4/i); h« 
was brother to Germanicus; bora at i^yi 
ons (Lugduni) A. U. 744. He discovered 
in the 6r*t dsfiff^ of iofftEiey a degree of 
duloes^ that bordered on stupidity. IJj9 
grew up 80 iJuggith i^ body ?^iid m^t thet 
4^tot»a \m mother often declared that he 
•Yf99 an inp^rfect produQiioo, «eiM; into tJ^e 
world unfinished by the baud of Nature. 
He succeeded to the supreme powex A. TJ. 
794, during the whole of his reign governed 
idtogether by his wives or His freedmen. 
He was poisoned by the contrivance of 
Agrippina his wife» and died on the 13tb c^ 
Ootjober, in the sixty-fourth year of his 
^go and the fourteenth of his reign, A. U. 
807. After his death he was qumbered 
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9mmg the god@. His dei^tion wbb 
teep^ted with contempt and ridicule by S©^ 
nec^, in a tract still estBnt, entitled, C/««^ 
^' CdBsaris Aparnhkiniom. The gener^ 
design of the piece is not ill imagined ; but 
the humour is often coarse, and, upon the 
whole, inferior to what might have been 
expected from the lively genius of that en-* 
tertaining writer, Claudius, with all the ^ 
appearance of inert faculties and an im- 
passive mmd, devoted his time, in repose 
and indolence, to tit^Btyi^ and the polite 
arts. He was not entifely void of taste^ 
^is compositions in Gre^k, as well as X^ 
tin, we^ written with purity and even ele« 
gance. Two pieces of a braai table have 
been ibuad at Lyons, on which is engrave 
ed a speech pf Claudius, in characters so 
plainly legible, that Dotteville (in his edi* 
tion of Tacitus) has given an exact copy, 
faithfully compared with the original (see 
at the end of his Notes to Annals, book 
xii^.^^Suet. Life of Claudius, s, 2, 10, 41, 
42. Tacit. Apna]. xii. s* 69. Seneca, Afo^ 
coLOKiNTOsis. PliRy, bookxxxvi. c. IS^ 
»• 24. 
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101. Plautia Urgulanilla, daugtt^ 
ter of Aulus Plautius, who had enjoyed the 
splendour of a triumph* She was the first 
wife of the emperor Claudius, and by him 
repudiated on account of her licentious 
manners, and a suspicion of homicide that 
blackened her character. — Suet. Life of 
Claudius, s. 26. Dio, book Ix. 

102. Drusus, son of the emperor Clau- 
dius and Urgulanilla. A match between 
him and the daughter of Sejanus was pro* 
jected by that ambitious favourite A. U* 
773 ; but Drusus, as yet of tender years, 
Jost his life by an accident. A pear, which 
in a playful manner he had tossed up in 
the air, fell into his mouth and choked 
him. — Suet. Life of Claudius, s. 27* Tacit* 
Annal. iii. s. 29- 

103. Claudia , daughter of Urgulanilla. 
She was born in less than five months after 
her mother^s divorce from Claudius; and 
yet the emperor thought proper to disown 
lier as his child, alleging that she was be* 
got by one of his freedmen, and as such 
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he ordered hfer to be left naked at her 
mother's door* — nSuet* JLife of Claudius^ 
s. 27. 

104. Mlia Petina, daughter of Quin- 
tus JBUus Tubero, who was consul A. U- 

743. She was the second wife ^ of Glau* , 

Idius, but on some frivolous occasion 
soon repudiated. — ^Suet. Life of Claudius, 

s. 26. ; 

105. Antoni A, daughter of the emperor 
Claudius and jSElia Petina. Claudius gave 
her away in marriage to Cneius Pompeius 
(see No. 106), and afterwards to Cornelius 
Sylla (see No. 107)- Nero, after the death; 
of Poppsea, proposed to marry her; and 
his offer being rejected, he condemned her 
to jsuffer death, on a pretended charge of 
plotting against the state.— Suet. Life of 
Claudius, s. 27. Life of Nero, s. 35. Ta- 
cit. Annal. xii. s. 68. 

106. Cneius Pompeius, a youth of 
noble descent, married to Antonia (Nol 
105) A. Ur 794: He was some time after 
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p«t to death by oi^e* of Claiidiliti-o^^et^ 
Lifti of Oatdiii^^ si. 27 aiid 29' 

107. Faustus Cornelius Sylla, of 
Ulustiidtis biirth^ ihe secdftd bu»batid of 
ilAtobid (No« 105)^ He wai b^aaiflii'ed bj^ 
Nei^ iftto Narboft Gauly and there puf %9 
death bj as8tt#nn& di8pa4yehed from Romd^ 
^. ¥. 8!15.-^S«ief. life of ClMi^m^ s^37^ 
Tacit. Annal. xiii. s- 23 ; xiv, s. 57- 

F<m: Ms^s ALiHAy the third wife of Giau-^ 
diua^ »ee No^. 26. 

]08v BBiTA'NNic^trs, son of Cl^etiud 
and MesBaliAa, bom 12th< of Febtuiiry^ 
AfV.794r. iE^hisbifth^ aiidhit^bet'9 
iet^iition^ TiiFho cartidd hmr in hie araisraigid 
tecomra^nded him as heir apparent tathd 
i^eetidns* of the army^ be was* next in 
succession ta the sovifirei^ty ; but l>^ 
the artful policy of Agiippin&, Iflae f6ur& 
wife of Claudius, he was postponed to 
Nero, and afterwairds^^ destro3red by |^oi* 
$ohy in the fourteenth year c^ lus s^^ 
A. U. C. 808.--Suet. life of CUudiUs^^ i^ 
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27* Tacit. Anna!, xii. s. 25 ; xiii. s. 15 
and 16* 

For Oct AT I A, the sister of Britannicus^ 
see No. 36. 

For Agrippina, the mother of Nero by 
Domitius -^nobgrbus, and afterwards the 
wife of Claudius, see No. 93. 
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AgBIPPA, see Vipsanius Agrippa. 
Agrippa Posthumus . ... SO 
Agrippina, see Vipsania Agrippina. 
Agrippina; daughter of Agrippa and wife 

of Germanicus . . . . 51 

Agrippina, daughter of Geirmanicus and 

mother of Nero . . • • . 93 

Antistia PoUutia, wife of Rubellius Plau- 

tus . • 77 

Antonia the elder, daughter of Octavia 

and Antony the triumvir . . • 32 
Antonia the 'younger, sbter of Antonia 

the elder, and wife of Nero Claudius 

Drusus • , .... . 42 
VOL. IV. s 2 a 
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No. 



Antonia, daughter of the emperor Clau- 
dius . . . . • . 105 

Antonius, son of Julius Antooiui . . SO 

Antony the triumvir, husl)and of Octavia 31 

Antonius (M. Julius), htisbalid of Mar*- 
c^Ua the younger , •_.,_> 29 

Appius Junius Silanus, husband of Pomi- 
tia Lepida . «... 25 

Apuleia Varilia, daughter of Marcella 
the eld^ . . - . . 32 

Apuleius^ husband of Marcella the elder 21 

^ Atia, wife of Caius Octavius . • 14 

Atius Balbus, husbacid of Julia, the sister 

of Julius Caesar . . . . 13 

Augustus, see Octavius Augustus. 

Aurelia, motbrr of Ca^ar tht dictator « ^ S 

Balbus^ s^e Atiu^ Balbus. 

Blandus, see Rubellius Blandusu 

Britanokusi Mn of tb^ ismperor Claudiuii; 108 

Coesonia, se^ Milqnia Caesonia. 

Caius C^sar, sou of Aj^ippa . , 48^ 

Caius Caesar^ son of Germauicu^ . 85 

Caius CaligMla^ emperor of Roma . . ^Q 

Caius C^muBy husband of > Lepida « . 65 

V C^alpvicnia, lyife of Csesar the dictator . 1 1 
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No. 
Calvina, see. Junia Calvina. 

Cassius Longinus^ husband of Drufijilla . 96 
Claudia, daughter of the emperor Clau- 
dius . . . . . . 103 

Claudia, daughter q{ Nero the emperor 38 

Claudia, wife of Caligula . . • 87 ^ 
Claudius, emperor,' see Tiberi&s Claudius. 

Claudiils Marcellus, husband of Octavia 17 

Clodia, wife of Augustus . • . 38 

Cornelia, wife of Julius Caesar . • 5 . 

Cornelius Syllm husband of Antonia , 107 

Cossutia, wife of Julius Caesar .. .. . 4 



D. 



Domitia, da\ighter of Domitius -SlAo- 

barbus .40 

Domitia Lepida, mothef of Messalina . 25 
Domitius JEnobarbos^ father of Nero . 34 
Bomitius Lucius JEnobarbus, fausbtod of 

Antonia the elder * . . • S3 
Domitius Nero, emperor of Rome . 36 

Drusilla, daughter of Geitnanicus * 9& 

£>rusilla, daughter of Caligula^ see Julia 

Drusilla, 
Drusus^ brother of Tiberius, emperor, see 

Nero Drusus ClaudiuSr 
t)rusus, son of Claudius, emperor . • . 102 
Drusus- Caesar, soil of Tiberius, crmperor 70 

2 A 2 
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. . ' . No. 

Drusus Caesar, son of Germanicus , 85 

Daughter of Pompey the Great • , j • 9 



M. 



I 



SXiB. Petina, daughter of Claudius, em- 

^ peror . . . . . , 104 

iBmilia Lepida, wife of Drusus Caesar . 84 

iEmilia Lepida, wife of Junius Silanus . 55 
uEmilius Paulus, husband of Julia, the 

daughter of Tiberius, emperor . , 53^ 

JEmilius Lepidus, husband of Drusilla • 54 

G. 

Germanicus Caesar, son of Nero Claudius - 
Drusus . . . ; • . 79 



Julia, sister of Caesar the dictator. . 12 

Julia, daughter of Caesar the dictator . 6 

Julia, daughter of Augustus . . . 46 
Julia, daughter of Agrippa . • . 52 
Julia, daughter of Drusus Caesar . . '74 

Julia Drusilla, daughter of Caligula . 91 

Julius Caesar, father of Caesar the dictator 1 

Julius Caesar, the dictator * . . 3 

Julius Antonius, husband of Mai cella the 

younger . . . • . .29 
Junia Calvina, wifeof Vitellius . .62 
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No. 



Junius Silanus, husband of JEmilia Le- 

pida . . . . . . 56 

Junius Silanus, son of Junius Silanus . 57 
Junius Silanus Torquatus, son of Junius 

Silanus . . < .• . i6l 



Lepida, see -^milii^t Lepida. ,. 
Lepida, see Domitia Lepida. 
Lepida, the wife of Cassius 
Livia, wife of Augustus .... 
Livia, wife o£ Caius Ciesar and Drusus 
Caesar . . . . • • 
Livia Orestilla, wife pf Caligula . . 
Lollia Paulina, wife qf Caligula 
Lucius Caesar, son of Agrippa • e 



M, 

Marcella the elder, sister of M. Marcellus 
Marcella the younger, sister of M. M^^r- 

cellus . ... . 
Marcellus, see Claudius Marcellus. * 
Marcus. Marcellus, son of Octavi?t 
Messala, see Valerius Messala. 
Messala^ see Valerius Messala Barbatus. 
Messalina, see Statilia Messalina. 
Messalina, see Valeria Messalina. 
Milonia Caesonia, wife of Caligula 



64 
66 

71 
88 
89 
49 



20 
18 



90 
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No. 



K^ro Caesar, son of Germanicus . , Bt 
Nero, emperor of Rome, see Da«utiu» 
^Nero, ... . 

Nero, see Tiberius Claudius Nero, father 

of Tiberius the emperor. 
Nero, Claudius DrusHs, brother to Tibc^. 

rius, emperor of Rome • • . 73 

. . , O. 

Octavia, sister of Augustus . . . 1^ 
Octavia; daughter of Claudius,- emperor 36 

<?>etavius, father of Augusta^ , ■ ' ■ i, . IS 

Ocitavius Augustuts, emperor ' . • 4S 
Orestilla, see Livia'OrestiHai - . 



Passienus Crispus, husband of Agrippina , 9$ 
Paulina, see Lollia Paulina* 
Petina, see -Sllia Petina. 
Pkutia Urgulapilla^ wife of Claudius, em- 
peror . ♦ . . . .101 
Plautus, see RubelUus Plautus. 
Pollutia, see Antistia Pollutifii. 
Pompeia, wife of Julius Caesar . . 10 

Pqmpeia, wife gf MareeUus . »^ 19 

Pompeius Magnus, husband of Julia . 7 

Pompeius^ husband of Antonia . . 106 
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No. ^ ■ 

Poppaea-Sabina, wife Of Nero • • 97 

'- . • ^ ■ - . ■ ^•/••• 

Rubellius Blandus, husbaqd of Julia . 75 
Rubellius Plautus, son 6^ Rubellius Blan- 
dus .' • . . . . 7^ 



febina, see Poppaea Sabina. • 
ScribQuia; Wtft of Augustus ; 
Jjifanus, ' see Appius Junius Silanus 
Silanus, - liee iFumuS SilanuS. 
SSanus/see Lucius- Junius Silanus. 
Silanus, see Marcuife Junius Silanus. 
Silanus, -see Junius 'Silanus Torquatus. 
Silanus Torqu^tus, nephew to Junius Tor- 
^'^uatus . .' .• •' / , 
Statilia Messalina, wife of N«ro • * • 
l^ylla, see Cornelius* Sylla. 
Soti of Drusus .C^sar 
Son of Pompey the Great I All died yotmg^ ^ 
Son of Tiberius, emperor \ their names^ 
Sons of Agrippa |. not knowix. 

Sons of Gerinanicus 



44 



T. 

Tiberius, emperor of Rome . • • • ^8 
Tiberius, grandson of Tiberius^ emperor 72 
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* No; 

Tiberiua Claudius, emperor • . • lOOf 
Tiberius Claudius Nero, father of Tiberius 67 
Torquatus, see Junius Silanus Torquatus. 
Torquatus, see Lucius Silanus Torquatus. 

V. ' 

Valeria Messalina^ wife of Claudius, em- 
peror 26 

Valerius Messala, husband of Marcella 
the elder . . , • . . 23 

Valerius Messala Barbatus, husband of 
Domitia Lepida .... 24 

Varus, husband of Julia, the daughter of 
Germanicus . . . , , 98 

Vinicius, husband of Julia, daughter of 

Germanicus . . . . . SQ 

Vipsania Agrippina, wife of Tiberius, em- 
peror . . . . . • 69 

Vipsanius Agrippa, husband of Julia, 

daughter of jVugustus . . . 47 

Vitdlius, husband of Julia Calvina . 63 

Urgulanilla, see Plaujtia Urgulanilla, 

Wife of Marcus Junius Silanus : her name 
unknown * • . . . 58 



V 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTES 

ON 

\ 

THE FIFTEENTH BOOK 

^ OF 

THE ANNALS. 



Section I# 

(a) TiGRANES, descended from the nobility of Capfift* 
docia, was sent by Nero to ascend the throne of Armenia. 
Aiini^^ sdv. s. 26. 

Section IV. 

(a) The walls were fifty cubits high, as we are told by 
Appian, in his History of the Mithridatic War. 
' (6) for this river, see the Geographical Table. 

Section V. 

(a) For the city of Nisibis, see the Geographical Ta« 
ble. 

Section X. > 

(a) Arsamosata, a city of Armenia, near the Euphrates^ 
vnow Simsat. 

Sectum XII. 
(a) He is called in the original, Prind PiU Centurio, 
that is, first centurion. He has been mentioned^ book 
xiii. s. S6, by the name of Pactius Orphitus. 
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(6) The civic crowli for saving the life of a citizen^ 
was often granted by thc( ^ j^eror: but the consular com- 
manders had the same power at the head of, their armies. 

(a) The Roman army defeated by the Samnites, passed 
under the yoke at the Caudina: Furca, now Farchxiy 
A. Uc C« 183. A more terrible defeat, happened after* 
wards at Numantia,,A. tJ. C. 6 17. Tlie place is now 
called Numanciaf and tie juius of antiquity are still to 
be seen. ' 

Section XV. 

(a) See the Geographical Table. 

(b) Suetonius says ' expressly, that the legions passed, 
under, the yoke. In Neron. s. 39. 

Section XIX. 

(a) It was a settled rule of law, that in all ekc^ons fo]^ 
the magisti^(^, or the goverrnnent of provinces, the pre- 
ference should be given to the candidate who had the 
greatest number of children* See Annals, ii. s. 51. 

^ (i) By tW law Papia Poppaas, the estates of those who 
did not entitle themselves to the privileges annexed to tjitr 
paternal state, were to deyolve to the public as the com* 
mon parent of all. Annals, iii. s. 28. 

Section XX. 

{d) The Cincian Law against venal advocates has been 
mentioned. Annals, xi. ». 5. Laws were also established 
by AugtUftiis, caUed Le^e» Mim^ to prevent briberft at 
elections. Suet in Auf . s. 34 and 49. 

(b) The CalpurfiJUn Li!^ waai io^oduoed by Lucius . 
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C!^I{MirDiu9 Pi^D, de pecumia rq^ehmdU^ to copxpeji re^, 
stitution from such as were convicted of extortj^^ 
A. U. C. 605, in the beginning of the third Punic war. 
It was followed from time to time by new decrees, but all 
proted ineffectuaL 

Section XXIL 

(a) It was a frequent practice of the provinces, to send 
a deputation to the senate^ with an address of tlianks to. 
the proconsuls or praetors, who were returned to Romei 
for the blessings enjoyed by the people under tlieir adipi* 
xustrati«ii; and this contrivance served to advance the 
fame of the men who condescended to intrigue for ap-» 
plause, and thereby open their road to the highest honours 
of the state. See the panegyric of Trajan, by Plmy the 
consul, s. 70. 

Qj) Seneca gives an account of this eartliquake, but he 
places it in ' the following year. See Quaest. NaturaL 
qusst. vi. s* 1. Pompeii is now called Torre dell' Annim" 
ckkixL It was afterwards totally overwhelmed by tho 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius, A« U. C. 832. 

Section XXIII, 

(a) The worship paid to Fortune as a goddess is well 
known from Horace, lib. i. ode S5, O Divaj gratum 
qu4B regis Arctium. There were two goddesses of for- 
tune adored in that city > one, the Happy ; the other, 
the Equestrian. 

(I) Nero by his father was of the Domitian fiamfly, 
and by adoption of the Claudian. See Ae Genealogical 
Table, No. 35. 

SecHm XX|V. 
(a) For more of tlie Parthian superstition, and lAie 
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jjcruples of TSridates, sc^ the Appjeodix to 'the Annali^ 

Seetim XXV. 

(a) Pompey was employed as a commander in chief ia 
.the piratic war, with a commission giving to him supreme 
authority in every province to the extent of fifty miles 
from the sea-coast. By the decree of the senate on that 
occasion, Velleius Paterculus observes, almost the whole 
Roman world was subjected to the will of one man. Qwd 
senatus consulto pcene totius orbis terrarum imperium 
urd mro deferebatur. Veil. Paterc. lib. ii» s. 31. See 
Plutarch^ life of Pprnpey. 

Sectmi XXVI. 

(a) See the Geographical Table. 

(6) This superstitious ceremony is described by livy. 
The soldiers were drawn out on an open plain, and 
crowned with laurel wreaths, while victims were isacri- 
ficed to the god of war. Hie general harangued his men 
upon the occasion. Livy, lib. i. s. 2S* 

Section XXVH. 

(a) Lucullus commanded the legions in Arndeniaj, 
A. U. C. e&5. See Plutarch, ](^ife of Lucullus. 

Section XXVIII. 

(a) Tiberius Alexander was by birth one of the Jewish 
nation, but an apostate from, the religion of his country. 
Joseph. Jewish Antiq. lib. xx. s. 5. The emperors fre- 
quently sent their chosen favourites to attend the general, 
but, in fact, to be spies' upon his conduct. 

(b) Not yet five and twenty. 
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Section XXX. 

(a) The night in a Roman camp was divided into four 
watches, each for the space of three hours. When the 
sentinels were changed, notice was given by the sound of 
trumpet See Hist. lib. ii. s. 29. 

Section XXXI. 

(a) Vologeses king, of Parthia, and Pacorus king of 
Media, were brothers to Tiridates. For Ecbatana, see 
the Geographical Table. 

(b) None but persons of high ran^were admitted to 
embrace the governors of prpvincesw. According to the 
ideas of that age, the honour was so high, that the P^« 
thian king thought* proper to make it a preCminary 
articlew 

Section XXXU. . ^ 

(a) The capital of the MaritimyB Alps was called *£6ro- 
dunum, now Embrun. See an account of the territo- 
ries of the Duke of Savoy. The rights and privileges of 
Latium have been already mentioned, Annals, xv. s. 32. 

(b) The Roscian LaWy so called after L. Roscius Otho, 
was established A. U. C. 685. It assigned fourteen rows 
in the theatre to the Roman knights, ; but was silent as 
to the Circusy where the senators, the knights, and the 
commonalty, were mixed in a promiscuous concourse. 
Afterwards in the consulship of Cinna and Messala, 
A.U. C. 7^7' ^^ senators and knights had a place as* 
signed at the spectacle of the CircuSy where they sat 
apart from the plebeians, but without any distinction be- 
tween their own two orders. Claudius allotted proper 
places for the senators. Suet, in Claud, s, 2,1. It re- 
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mained for Nero to teke^ care of the equestrian ^order. 
Suet, in Neron. s. 11, . f 

(c) Suetonius says, Nero engaged four hundred sena- 
.tors, and six hundred Roman knights, some of them of 
feir forttine and cliaracter, to enter the lists as gladiators^ 
and encounter the wild beasts. He also invited the vestal 
virgins to see the wrestlers, because, as he said, at 
piympia the priestesses of Ceres were allowed the pri- 
vilege of seeing that diversion. Suet in Neron. s« 12« 
See Annals, xiv. s. 15; and notes (a) and (b). See 
Juvenal, sat. vi. ver. 245 j sat. viii. ver. 194. 

SectioniaXV. 

(a) For Silanus Torquatus, see the Genealogical Ta<* 
ble,No. 61. 

Section XXXVII. 
(a) Suetonius tells us, that Nero frequently supped in 
public, either in the Field of Mars, or the Circus, at- 
tended at table by the common harlots of the city, or 
from Syria, When he went down the Tiber to Ostia, or 
coated along the bay of Baiae, booths,, with all conve-^ 
niences for drinking and debaudiery, were ranged on the 
margin of the sea, while ladies of pleasure stood like 
isirens, to invite the passengers from their ships. Suet, ill 
JWeron. s. 27. 

' (6) The lake of Agrippa was in the gardens adjoining t6 
his house, near the Pantheon. 

(c) This platform was constructed by a gfeat number 
6f timbers fastened together, and left to float on the watef; 
Lucan has described such a platform with a tower on it. 
iTiarsaL lib. iv. ver. \7* 

(d) Dio has given an account of Nero^s marriage with 
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Pythagoras, and also of lif» tAmg Sponis, the.euQUch^ 
Id be his wife. See Affiaidtx to book zvk s. $• 

(e) Juveoal has described this scene of impious pm» 
ititutfon: 

■ » B um sedet ilia paato 

Flammeolo, Tyriusque palam genialis in hortia 
Stemitur, et rhu decio miteoa dabuntiir 
Antiquo; ventet cum sigDatmribiB auqiex. 

SAT,x.ver. SSIi 
Adom'd with bridal pomp the sits in Mte^ 
Hie public notaries and aruspex wait j 
The gei)ial bed is in tlie garden drest ; 
The portion paid, and* every rite exprest, 
Which in a Roman marriage is profest. 



} 



Section XXXVIIL 

(a) Suetonius relies the fire of Rome, and has no 
doubt of Nero's guilt He tells us, that somebody re- 
peating in conversation^ 

W)mi I am dead let fire devour the world ; 
Let it be, said Nero, whilst I am Iwing^ hfuii Kfiyft^* 
And accordingly, pretending to dislike the old buildings^ 
and the narrow winding of the streets, he set fire to thr 
sity in so bare&ced a manner, that several men of coBr 
Aular rank met Nero's domestic servants with torcliea and 
eombustibles, but did not dare to apprehend them. Sue^ 
in Neron. s. 38. See Dio, lib. Ixii. 

(6) Livy observes, that, after the city was fired by the 
<Saiil^ it wiis rebuilt in close, nar^tnv, winding streets* 
iSe< LiTy» lib* V, s. Si. 



Digitized by 



Google 



S6B KOTES OK.THS 

SecihnXXSaX. 

(a) The gardens of Mscenas were near Moimt Eaqui* 
line. 

(b) The monuments of Agrippa were, his house, his 
gardens, his baths, and the Pantheon, Hie last remains 
at this day.' 

(c) Nero's gardens jcnned to the Vatican. 

(d) Suetonius sdys, in express terms, that Nero beheld 
the conflagration from a tower, on the top of Msecenas'is 
house, tind, being highly pleased with so grand a sights 
went to his own theatre, and in his scenic dress tuned 
his harp^ and sung the destruction of Troy. Suet in 
Neron. s. Sd« 

Seciion'XIA. 

(a) Evander was originally a native of Arcadia tn 
Greece* The visit of Hercules forms a beautiful episode 
in Virgirs £neid, book viii. 

(b) For the temple of Jupiter Stator, see livy, lib. i. 
s. 12. 

(c) The palace of Numa was on Mount Palatine, after- 
wards the mansion of Augustus, near the temple of 
Vbsta, where the vestal virgins watched the perpetui^l 
fire. See Horace, lib. L ode 2. 

{d) The fourteenth of the calends of July, or the 
eighteenth of June. This is confirmed by Livy, who 
aays, lib. vi« s. 1, that the battle at ^ISa was fought on 
the fifteenth of the calends ; and book v.s. 41, he says the 
victorious Gauls entered Rome on the following day.^ 

Section XLU. 
(a) According to Suetonius, Nero turned the public 
cala&iity to his own private advantage. He promised to 
remove the bodies that lay amidst the ruins, and to 
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"^ «:lear the ground at his own expence. By that artifice he 
secured all the remaiiiiiig property of the unhappy suf- 
ferers for his own use. To add to his ill-gotten store^ he 
levied contributions in the provinces, and by those means 
collected an immense sum. Suet, in Neron. s. 38. Bro- 
tier has given an elaborate description of the New Palace^ 
vol. ii. p. 490^ 4to edit. 

(&) The Lake Avernus was in the neighbourhood of 
Baifie, now Lago Aoemo. 
(c) Now Paludi Pontine, in the territory of Rome* 

Section XLIIL 

(a) Strabo says, that by an ordinance of Augustus, no 
jiew-built house was to be more than seventy feet high. 
Trajan afterwards, according to Aurelius Victor, fixed 
the elevation at sixty feet. The rule prescribed by Nero 
cannot now be known. 

(b) We are told by Suetonius, that Nero introduced a 
new model for building in the city, and, by porticos and 
piazzas before the front, contrived, in case of fire, to 
hinder the flames from spreading. In Neron. s. 16. 

(c) Vitruvius says, that the Alban and Gabian stone 
was not the hardest, but it resisted fire ; while the stone 
from other quarries was apt, when heated, to crack, and 
fly off in fragments. Vitruvius, lib. ii. cap. 7- 

(d) Brotier observes, that by a law of the Twelve Ta- 
bles, a spajce of something more than two feet was to be 
left between all new-built houses. 

(e) It is known, says Brotier, from the experience of 
medical people, that at Rome there are more patients, 
during the summer, in the wide parts of the city, which 
lie open, to the sup, than in the narrow places;, where the 
inhabitants are shaded from the intense heat. 

VOL. IV. 2 b 
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Section XLiV. 

(A) The be3s on which the gods atid gbddesses were cx- 
'tcnded at all public festivals, tverfe called Ledistemia. 
SeeLivy,irb. v. s. 13. 

{by Brotler observes, that the Jews, in that period of 
time, were guilty of great enormities ; and the distinc- 
tion hei^veen thetn and the Christians not being under- 
stood, all were considered in the "same light, despised and 
hated by the Romans. 

(c) This was the first persecution of the Christians. 
Nero, the declared enemy of human kind, waged war 
agamst a reli^on, whidh has since difibsed the light of 
tt*Qth, KTid tnnnanised ^e savages of Europe. It is true, 
hs Suetonios reUtes, thitt Clafiidiiis bamsbed tiie icv^ 
^o wdre Taising seditious tumttlts at the instigaticRi 4t 
one Chkestus. That name, it is almost needless to db^ 
serve, cannot, »t least ought not to be confounded with 
JfiSDS Christ ; tvho, it was Hvell known at Rome, had 
euffered under Pontius rWaite^ in <tfae ragn of Tiberiuft. 
CHREsl'trs, Brotier x)bserves, was not an uncottimon 
nailie among Ibe Qteeks and Romans. When t|ie Jews 
VKte 'ordeifed 'by C%iu<fi«is to depatt fn^m Rome, all ef 
Hnot nation, tviio ^MKrffaBsed themselves foltowers df 
Christ, wefe, without distinction, included in the num^ 
•b^'. tPhe edict of 4he emperotwas notipotnlted against 
ftlie Ohristians. Nero appears «tQ be the first that attack«- 
ed them as the professors of a new Te%ion ; and Whetk 
%nch a man as Tacitus calls it a dangeioiis superstition, 
eisitiahiHs mpervHiio, it most be tallowed, that, indirectly, 
«n apdlogy is made for Nero. !But for Tacitus, who had 
opportunities for a feir enquiry, and ability to know and 
decide, what lexcuse can be efiered ? The vices <X the 
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^1.^ Jews »«r« in^uted i» ifae iCbriati^il^ withi»i;^ di^cfimioiii- 
jtion, tad TacilMs«iifiei»d bjuw^jf t9-b^ hwiipd 9W^y by 
Hhe jdoreia jof popntor tprejudiofu i<^ j^^ w^^i^ thfit 
his friand Pliny, diufiog bm ^4miimtT9^im i» ^fi fTfy- 
wnce of BiAyjok, ftlwwght m^i nctc^tj xr\^k «»de*^tk»i, 
Tlie Christians were ftwador a fno^ecii^iqfiij Pllny» M^ ^ 
/stuwaeter of ptooo^aUlar goji^Qao^ W9s m dftubc hpjv t^ 
fMTOceed. He iwote to ,die empor^r Ti»im m &^ $l4^r 
jeet; aad after sMttiog^tlui^ 4)lie ^malCbmtUw io^en9t 
ito be forced, by .4my means whatsmr^ \0 im^mfie itifi i9frr 
ikies ^ their beHef, he {>iXH>«eds .to ibe iSiiin t<>tftl ^f i^hdk 
guilt, whidi he found to ibe |is foUow^ : TJbeQr iinet <j!fii « 
stated day before it was flights .a«d addse«Me^ ith<ms.4)m 
in a prayer or hymn ix> iGaaitQ^ a$ to .» .gq^, faMS&Qg 
. thems^ves by a solemn oath, not 4pr :Any wnj^ed p.urp<)9(^ 
but never tocomnut any/rxntd, ih^, or ^n/Mt&ry ,; xmw: 
to fakify thdr ward, «or dsvy .a l«tt^^f»pafi^^ tii$m: 
after which it was their cuatom to Mqparatie, ^^Lodthonii^ 
assemble to eat their ipeal -tog^lbfir, in a mmnqr .pefw 
-fectly harmless and inptfen^ue« Thity d^ist^dji :9f^ 
Pliny, from this custpm, aft^joy^diot/tisaued ^aocordiog 
to your order, against the holdipg of'i^ aaseotbUos yulnaU 
ever. Affiirimbant hanc fiiia^ ^summam >vtBl xiulpa^ ^a, 
vel erroris, quod esseut ^oUti siatp jdifi wt^ iucem cowe-^ 
nire, carmenque Christo, qu<m deo, idio^e €^cum ^inmcemi 
seque Sacramento non in scelus aUquod, •ohstringere, sei 
ne furta, ne latrocifrda, ne aduUeria committerent ; ne 
Jidemfallerent, ne depositum appelUxti abnegarent : ,quim 
bus peractis moreth sibi diaoedendi fmsae, rwaueque 
coeundi ad capienduni dbum, jm>mismuni tamen, ^ 
innojcium: qmdipsiJLmJkGereidesiis3epost.edietumme\tm, 
quo secundum mandata tua hetmrias esse mtuerdm. Plin. 
lib. X. ep. 97. Such is the account of the religion, .whiob 
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Tacitus calls a pernicious superstition. Pliny adds, in 
the isame letter, that, in order to come at the real truth, 
he ordered two female slaves to be put to the torture, but 
he could discover nothing more than a rooted and ex* 
cessive superstition, I'rajan, in his answer to this letter, 
determines, that if Christians are brought before the 
governor, and proved to be guilty, they must be punished, 
unless they renounce their errors, and invoke the gods of 
Rome. In that case they were to be pardoned, notwith* 
standing any former suspicion. But the emperor says to 
his minister, ** I would not have you officiously enter intd 
** any enquiries concerning them" Pliny's letter, Mr* 
Melmoth observes, is esteemed as almost the only ge* 
nuine monument of esclesiastical antiquity, relating to 
the times immediately succeeding .the apostles, being 
wrote not above forty years after the death of Paul. It 
was preserved by the Christians themselves, as a clear 
and unsuspicious evidence of the purity of their doctrines* 
It is therefore^ with good reason, says Brotier, that Tcr-* 
tullian, in a strain of exultation, declares, tliat the Chris* 
tians, " for their innocence, their probity, justice, truth, 
" and for the living God, were burnt alive. The cruelty, 
** ye persecutors, is all your own; the glory is ours/' 
Pro tanta innocentidy pro tantd prohitatey pro justitia, 
pro virtide, pro Deo vivo cremamur': crudeUtas vestra ; 
gloria est nostra. 

(d) The Jews, as will be seen in tlie History, book v. 
s. 5, were charged with harbouring a sullen aversion to- 
^'ards all mankind. It is unnecessary to vindicate the 
Christian religion from that imputation. 

{e) Juvenal alludes, with his usual indignation, to the 
barbarous cruelties described by Tacitus. See sat. i. 
orer. 155. 
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Sectim XLVI. 

(a) For PrsBneste, see the Geographical Table. 

(b) Spartacus, a gladiator, kindled up the Servile War 
A.U. C. 681. 

(c) For FormisB^ see the Geographical Table* 

Section XLVII. 
(a) For Placentia, see the Geographical Table. 

Section L. 

(a) Fenius Rufus has been mentioned to his honour. 
Annals, xiv. s. 51. 

(6) Agrippina, Nero's murdered mother. 

Section UI. 

(a) Lucius Silanus, the son of Marcus Junius Silanus. 
See the Genealogical Table, No. 59. 

(fr) Caius Cassius^ banished to Sardinia A. U. C. 8I8« 
See Annals, book xii. s. 11 and 12. 

Section LVI. 

(a) The weakness here imputed to Lucan, cannot be 
read by any man who has a respect for genius, and the 
true dignity of tlie human character, without emotions of 
pity and regret. But, perhaps, without any studied com- 
ment, the case admits a plain and obvious apology. Two 
eminent men (Natalis and Scevinus) had been taken into 
custody. At the sight of the rack their resolution failed^ 
and they discovered their accomplices, Lucan knew that 
the same engine of cruelty was ready for himself and his 
two friends, Quinctianus and Senecio. All three were 
tempted by a promise of pardon, and they endeavoured to 
earn it by making discoveries. Lucan might think that 
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his mother, a woman tfrha bdftteA neither rank nor for^ 
tune, would dOf^ ai^ong a gresrt number of dariag con« 
spiTktoH^ 6e deemed dn dbjec* Worthy of ootice; andj^ 
besides, the terrors of the rack paay conquer the most he^ 
roic mind. Whefu the easeeulioiler appears with bis tor^ 
turing-engines, it is no longer the moment of courage. 
He who in the ranks of xvkf is reAdy to face eveiy danger, 
may shriflfc frorti the pangs prepared for him iii a dungeon, 
where he must^'sufFer under a villain*s hand, unseen, un-f 
pitied, unapplauded. When f ehon,^ who stabbed the 
Duke of Buckingham at Portsmouth, was examined be- 
fore the privy council, the Bishop of London said to him, 
jff you wiU not caitfesSf you must go io the rack. The 
man replied. If it must be so, I know not wliom 1 may 
accuse ; perhaps some Ldrd at this board. Sound sensed 
says Judge Foster, in the mouth of an enthusiast and a 
ruffian ! In the same distress, the sam^ hurry and per« 
turbatitm, of spirit) Lucan mentioned his mother. He 
niight think that she was not of consequence to provoke, 
resentment ; and the ev^nt showed, if he thought so, that 
his conclusion was rigllt. NcrO aflFected to forget her. 
She and Seneca's wife were suffered to live. Fdt these 
NHstoi) the condii<it of Lucan nlay admit of some e!itc« 
imatioiii more ^i^cially, when he had before hil eytl 
the exbrnpltf of senators, and nflen of cfdnsular rank* Btit 
ft late writer thinks he has discovered a better gif^utid of 
defence. He defies the fkeH^ and sdyi, Tachus haa 
Mbpted a grtm cnkihrfiy^ in^nted by Ntto to vilify tim 
ti^tct if his Mmui abharrmce. But it may be askedi 
if Nero ihiltted the story, is it probfabl^ that a writefi 
who wfigi^s kfi incessant War agaimt evil meh ahd evil ' 
d^edd, wauld have desidended tb be the accomplice ot a 
tymni? T;MbItu% thrtHi^ th(s whole of hi6 namiiivt^, }m 
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done iimple justice to all who died with glory; to Epi- 
charis, the enfranchised slave^ who displayed her con- 
stancy, in defiance of the keenest torture; to Se^eoa, 
who left an example of unshaken virtue ; to Siibriu& 
Playius, whose last words to Nero were, " I bated you 
" when you became a coachman, a comedian, and an 
'* incendiary;" to Sulploius Asper, the centurion; and, 
id)0?e all, to liucan bioiself, who died with undam^t^d 
courage, repeating a passage from his own poem, I^et 
it also be remembered, that when Lucan's father suffered 
death in the following year, Tacitus says, that the son 
reflected the highest honour op the father ; grande ad/u- 
fft^um clariiudini8. The writer who has treated Lucan 
with so much candour, would neither adopt nor invent a 
calumny^ to brand his name in the page of history. But 
to conclude this long note: It is by no mean§ probfible, 
that Tacitus, who wrote in th^ feign of Trajan, not 
much more than thirty years ?ifter the d^tb Qf Lvcan, 
would hazard a glwriog falsehood in the ftoe of hfa con- 
temporaries ; and it h less probabld, tji^t Mr* l^^yl^F? ^^ 
the distance of mor« than 1730 years, should be better 
informed than the great historian who lived at the very 
time of the transaction. Se^ PoemJ, by William Hayley, 
Esq. vol. iii. p. 206. 

Sectimi LX. 
(a) This was Seneca's vjUa, called Nomentomm, 
which be mfsntions^ epi*t, <rx. an^ also civ. In Aome?i- 
tamim meumfugi. 

SecHm LXUI. 
faj For his diet, s^e ia this hmK s. 45. 
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Section LXrV. 
(a) This poison was called dcuta. Seneca says, it 
made Socrates a great man : Cicuta magnum Socratemfe- 
ciU Epist. xiiL 

Section LXVIII. 

(a) Statilia Messalina had been Nero's third wife. 
See the Genealogical Table, No. 39. 

Section LXX. 

(a) The commentators point out difilrent p&ssages {n 
the PharsaliaC, but all depend on mere conjecture. Lip- 
sius thinks the description of Lycidas, at the point of 
death, most probable, 

Ferrea dum puppi rapidos manus inserit uncos, 
AiBxit Lycidam : mersus foret ille profundo, 
Sed prohibent socii, suspensaque crura retentant. 
Scinditur avulsus; nee sicut vulnere, sanguis 
Emicuit lentus: ruptis cadit undique venis, 
Discursusque anima diversa in membra meantis 
Interceptus aquis ; nullius vita perempti 
Est tant^ dimissa \ik ; pars ultima trunci 
Tradidit in letum vacuos vitalibus artus| 
Aut tumidus qua pulmo jacet, qu^ viscera fervent, 
Hseserunt ibi fata diu, luctataque multiim 
Hac cum parte viri vix onmia membra tulerunt. 

Pharsal. lib. iii, ver. 635« 

Other critics contend for the following lines : 

Sanguis erant lacrymee ; qusecumque foramina novit 
Humor, ab his largus mdnat cruor; oja redunda,nt, 
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Et patulae nares ; sudor rubct : omnia plenis 
Membra fluunt yenis ? totum est pro vulnere corpus. 

Pharsal. ix, ver. 81 U 

Section LXXL 

(a) Laurel is called by Pliny the elder, the door-keeper 
of the Caesars : Jafiitrix Cc£sarum. Lib. xv, s. 30. 

(b) Virginius was a rhetorician, and the preceptor of 
Persius the satirist] as may be seen in the Life of Per* 
sius. 

(c) Musonius Rufus was a teacher of philosophy^ See 
Annals, xiv. s, ^. 

Section LXXII, 

(a) Petronius Turpilinanus was consul, as mentioned 
book xiv. s. 29. 

(6) Cocceius Nerva, afterwards emperor. 

(c) For Nymphidius, see Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 
13 ; and see History, book i. s, 5. 

Section USXIll.^ 
(o) Seneca, the philosopher, had two brothers; name- 
ly, Ai^nflBus Mela, the father of Lucan, and Annaeus No- 
vatus, who was afterwards adopted by Gallio, and took 
that name. For the death of Mela, see Annals, xvi. s. If. 

Sectim LXXIV. 

(a) The month of April was called Neronius, May Clau- 
dius, and June Germanlcus. Annals, xvi. s. 12. 

(ft) For ah account of Vindex, see the Appendix to An- 
nals, xvL p. 241. 

(c) Augustus was deified by the poets, and in the pro- 
vinces ; but no altars were erected to him at Rome during 
his life, 
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NOTES 

OK 

THE SIXTEENTH BOOK 

or 

THE ANNALS, 

Secimi I. 

(a) The iiccount of Dido's flight from Tyre with lh« 
treasures of her husband ^ichseus, to avoid the bay o( 
Pygmalion, who had basely murdered his brother for the ' 
. sake of his riches^ is finely given by Vit^l^ i£neid L-rer. 
347. . ^ 

(b) The kings of Numidia, ai^d the AMcan princes in 
the neighbourhood of Carthage^ were enemies to the in- 
fant state founded by Dido« 

Hinc Getute urbes, genus insupeifabile hello, 
Gt Numidie infraeni cingunt. 

Virgil, lib. iv. verse 40, 

Sectixm II. ^ • 

{a) The Quinquennial festival was established by Nero^ 
A, U. C. 813. Annals, xiv. s, 20. 

Section III. 

(a) Suetonius relates the whole of this impostor^s de^ 
ception, and the ehimerieal projects of Nwr^ ia conse- 
quence of it. In Neron. s. ^l. 



Digitized 



ed by Google 



380 KOTES ON THE 

Section JV. 

(a) Nero did not scruple to appear upon the stage 
amongst other performers, even in the spectacles pre- 
sent^ by the magistrates. He sung tragedies masked, 
the vizors of the gods and goddesses being formed into a 
resemblance of his own face. Among the rest, he acted, 
Canace in Lajxmr, Orestes the Murderer of his Mother, 
(Edipus blindedf and Hercules mad* In the last tragedy 
a soldier, at his post in the theatre, seeing the emperor 
hound with chains as the play required, ian to his assist- 
ance. Suet, in Neron. s. 21. See also the same, s. 22, 
23, and 24. This ridiculous display of talents, beneath 
the dignity of a prince, is well described by Racine in his 
play of Britannicus : 

Pour toute ambition, pour vertu singuliere, 

II excelle k conduire un char dans la carriere ; 

A disputer des prix indignes de ses mains, 

A se donner lui-m6me en spectacle aux Romains ; 

A venir prodiguer sa voix sur un th^&tre, 

A reciter des chants qu'il veut qu'on idolatre. 

Act iv4 scene 4. 

Racine's play was performed before Lewis XIV., who had 
before that time mixed in the dance on the public stage. 
The picture of Nero's folly made the monarch see himself, 
and from that time he resolved never to degrade the royal 
character. 

Section V. 
(a) Sec Suetonkis in Neron. s; 23/ 
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Section VI* 

(a) Suetonius says, he married Poppsea tweive day$ 
after his divorce from Octavia, and) notwithstanding Ae 
vehemence of his love, killed her with a kick wlien she 
was big with child, only because she took th^ liberty to 
chide him for retutning late from the chariot race. He 
had by her a daughter, called Claudia Augusta, who die4 
in her infancy. Suet, in Neron* s. 35. 

(h) The first Romans did not burn their dead, but 
interred them, according to the custom of other nations. 
Pliny the elder lays, that the practice of committing th« 
dead to the funeral pile, was not introduced till it was 
known that the bodies of soldiers, who died in foreign 
wars, were dug up by the enemy, and exposed to public 
view. And yet Plutareli, in his Life of Numa, observes 
that \Numa was buried, pursuant to his o\yn express in- 
junction, directing that his body should not be committed 
to the flames ; which shows that burning was known at 
Home in that early period. Tlie custom of burning the 
dead was held in abhorrence by several nations, and, ac- 
cording to Herodotus, by th^ Persians as well as the 
^Egyptians. Notwithstanding what Plutarch has said, 
Pliny assures us, that before Sylla the dictator, the bodies 
of the deceased were always interred by the Romans, 
and that the reason for burning that extraordinary man, was 
because, having dug up the body of Marius, he was afraid 
of being treated in the sanie way himself, and therefore 
ordered his remains to be consumed to ashes. Pliny, lib. 
vii. s. 54. • The custom of burning at Rome ceased under 
the Antouines. 

(c) Resides the spices with which the body of Poppa2a 
was embalmed, a prodigious quantity was burnt on the o€- 
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casion, insomuch that Pliny says, all Arabia did not 
prbtluce in an entire year as much as was consumed 
at die fM^rai of Poppwu F^rid rmim 4meommt 
Arasi Ai^ non forte taatum i»irRi« er h¥U»»!R amm» 
fmHjh qmntum Bfeno^rmaepg tm)mmo F0pf<B^ 0U^4k 
tmncrefMBoerit. Pliny, lib. Kii. s. 18. 

y^ For the apotheosis of NATO's ^ftue^ef bgr BoppMyK 
9ee Aanals, Kv. s. 2^ 

. , Section VJL 

{g^ He name of ibis person wasOasttus Lon^nus, m 
iamryer far advanced in years, and blind. His crime, ao 
covding to Suetonius, was, that among the ibusts of his an** 
csestors he kept that of the famous Cassius, «bo stabbei 
Jiffiiis Caesar. Suet, in Neron. s. '37* 

Seciim VIIL 

fo) lAtcius Srianus was son to Marcus Junius Sila- 
nus, who was great-grandson to Augustus. See the Ge- 
nealogical Table, No. 59. For his .uncle Silanus Tor- 
quatus, see Annals, xv. s. "SS. 

{b) For Lepida, see the Genedogical Table, No. 64. 

(sc) Marcellus Cornelius was afterwards put to-dealb bj 
Galba. Hist. lib. i s. ST. 

Section IX. 
(a) Barium, a city in Apulia, now Bttri. 

Section X. 

(a) For the death of Rubellius Plautus, see Annals, iiv. 
s. 58 and 59. . ^ 

'Q>) Vera and Antistius Vetus were joint ^consuls^ 
A. U. C. 808. "See Annals, xiiL s. 11. . 
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&c«Of»XII. 

(«i) Vtut Vmics ^xgos^ see Annah, :atv. ^. 66 and ^8. 
*(*) SeeAimrihjXv. s. 74. 

(c) The ttvo Tbwjtrafli -rrere, Sflamis Torquatos, AtmaiBy 
xt. s. 85 ^ and Lucicis Torqaatixs, ^is boc^ ^.9. 

SectitmlXm. 

(a) This tm a dreadful fire, by whidh in one night: 
Lugfldnum (now the city of Lyons) was reduced to 
ashes^ Seneca says, Dha nox fuit inter urhemnujuAmam 
et mdlam. See his reflections on this misfortune, epist. 
91 

(b) The time when the people of Lyons granted a sup^- 
ply to the R6mans ca]\not'be ascertained. It was probably 
in the reign of Caligula. 

Section XIV. 

(a) Antistius ^osianus was ^banishedxin account of ho 
satirical verses, A. U. C. 815. Annals, xiv« s. 48, 49* 

{b) For Oatoiius Scapula, aee Annals, xii. 4S.31j An* 
nals, xiv, s. 48. He had commanded in Biitain wkb 
great reputation. 

{cj To give validity to a will, seven witnesses were 
necessary. Digest, lib. looLVii. th. De Bonorum Poss€8«- 
«ione« 

Section XV : 
(a) Annal9,%ii.it.3^1. 

.Sectixm KVm. 
(Is) 'Crispimis comnmnded 'the pnetoriaiir, 'Annali,'xL 
$• 1. ife'was banished^ Sardinitt, ^Axraahjicv. is. 71 « 
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(b) For Qillioy the brother of Seneca^ see Annals, xt, 
s. 73. 

(c) Brotiei* exclaims in ttiis place. Let the detractors 
from the merit of Lucan hear what Tacitus says of hun, 
mod le^ them blu^fof their malignity^ That a young 
poet, who. ended his career in the 27th year of his age, 
should aim in many passages of his work at ambitious 
ornaments, and the false' glitter which the example of his 
uncle Seneca at)d the taste of the age encouraged, can^ 
not be matter of wonder; but,- to atope for. his faults^ 
his ^em is a treasure of sentiments worthy of a Roman. 
Lucan taught Corneille to think, and to express his 
thoughts with force and dignity. 

(d) Juvenal gives us to.understand]that Lucan was pos- 
sessed of great riches,, and might therefore seek no reward 
but fame: ' 

Contentus ikm& jaceat Lucanus in hortis 
Marmoreis* , Sat. vii. ver. 79» 

(e) The plot to which Tacitus refers, is not related 
with perspicuity by any historian. All that is now knpwix 

, is, that Cerealis was the informer, and that Sextus Passie- 
nusj the chief of the conspiracy, with several men of rank, 
was put to death by order of Caligula. * 

f Section XVIIL . 

(a) This is the writer whom Pope has celebrated in thtf 
Essay on Criticism : 

Fancy and art in gay Petronius please. 

The scholar's learning, with the courtier*9 ease. 

The account here given, of :him by Tacitus, is elegant 
and interesting. See Plutarch^ on the difference between 
a friend and a sycophant 3 and see Piiny, lib* xxxvji. s« 7«' 
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. (b) This was Scevinus the contpirator, for whrnn see* 
Axuialsi sy« s, 49» 54, and 56. 

Section XDC. » 

(a^ Thfs description of Nero, and his flagitious court 
has been supposed by some critics to be the work called 
Petfoim jlrbitri Satyricon; but thb, it is evident, musi 
he a j^EQss mistake. The Satyricon is a long work;' iuad 
must .have bqen. written at leisure, ft contains nothing 

'.that relates to the .new modes of vice, oir the secret prac- 
tices of Nerpfs cpurt. It glances often at \the imbecility 
of Claudius, and presents a variety of miscellaneous mat- 

^ter, palpably the composition of a mind at. ease. What 
was sent to Nero must have been a short performance^ 
such as a man of genius might dispatch in a few hours. 
How should the passages, which have entitled Petronitfsto 
be ranked with the critics of antiquity, find a plac^ ia the 
narrative of a dying man ? » 

Sectim XXI* 

(a) When the death of Agrippina, Nero^s mothei^, 
was announced to the senate, and the iatheys, with their 
usual spirit of adulation, were preparing their dec^cj^ 
on that occasion, Thrasea rose fix)m his seat and left ihk 
"liouse. Annals, xiv. s, 12. w * 

^b^ Se6 Annals, xiv. 8. 48, * ^ ' 

"■ (c) For Cbssutianus Capito, a mtin ot ii^&inioas chi^ae* ^ 
^t«r,i9ee Aiinfl9,xiii. s.33i' . *' 

Section 'XXIL ' ;. . - ! > 

faj The oath of fidelity was changed at difiejtmt 

tfaiies.^ At first it was a, solemn obligation to preserve 

the laws. Dio relates, that on the kideads of January, 

• A. U. C. 712, the magistrates swore on the.aeli of Julius 

VOL. IV. 2 c 
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Emperors grew into use; though i^e hir^ ^h^TibtHiA 
reAising to admit that form of oa^. 

(bj Thrasea Mfas forbid the presence of the empmr, 
^.IJ.C. 816. Siee'tjook %r. s. Hs. *Frdih 'thkt tknbit 
does not appear thatTie entered the sJebatie, 
, fc). The Joumalis of the R6manT)ebpte, 'd^c^'ih ihb 
pngi^al bbmia Popuii tldmani: These Wire flte ^0- 
l^an pewspapers. It*is to be regretted thiit'no cdtlcMitidfi 
of those fuptive pieces 'lias come ddwh to Us. vVfe 
Should have the plieasiire of seeing mihutely'^aild dlstihbtiy 
the private 'Bfe ofkhe ttamdns, eiiid the tf^j^rtiiiiitjr WoiWl 
be fair to make acompaiispn between a Ionian jbtihiAi^ 
and the doef of a modern newspaper. ^' 

fdj Cicero,' in tbe Oratita for 'lilufaena,' giires aSket% 
of Tuberous character: .** Jflef^as ajoflan;©^ i^usiridtts 
^ birth, a khdlar, ahd a professor of tee stoic 'pliilosophy. 
^ Being desired, ^t the funeral of 'Scipio ^tricanus, "to 
^ lay out the couches^ for the'fi^rewel supper, he chose 
.^'flie yilat iftfrt, stlKsh as weref us^d ^t Cartfafge, and, 
■fi ixac^fibg covered tl^m with goat-skins, arranged in prp- 
^ipei' Qifd^ a humber of Samian vases, which wej^ 
:5^:etirthtawaare} aB if |ie wer^prepariogfor the fonenil 
* of Diogenes the cynic, and not for that of ''theiUyine 
^* Africanus, to whose hoqour Quintus Maximum, ^n a 
"^'^'peLhegfrnfr^n^, ^he rostrmai '^aid, he tibanked[ t^eyim* 
^ mortal Gods that sucb a ma^t was ]bpm ta Ronaan cMp' 
•* zenj for wherever Scipio lived, there by consequence 
" would be .fixed the empire of 'the world.'* Cicero 
^adds^that IVtbero, agoodand upright ci4izcrt,»\h<^nd- 
'Wn of PlauluB iiilfiilius, <and nepheivito^tM deennbi 
Scipio>. ^^niAWage to the peopk by hii^eriFerB* wfa- 
idMi,kndforU6 goat^nekins lost his election f^hieib.ciiadi* 
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date for the prsstorship. jitque iUcy homo emditimmu9^ 
jOcStoicuSf stravit /^^tft^i^a^^J^ I^^^^^jpttns^^aso^y.et 
fOfpos^t ,pc^a §f^mifl% fp^ofii v^p es^et ZHogenq^ cyiucuir 
fjmt^s ft^ftofjfi .fj^m^ 1mm» 4f^«»V Wr^^.^one^lar^,-^ 
9(?<r ,* [iV^ ,^v^ 9}/gp^mno ^^u$ ,die Quintus Maxmiy^ 
hudaretf gratia/s egit Dm immortalibus, quo4.ille v^ 
t» hoc republkd potissimum natus esset;: necesse enim 
JmBse^ ihi esse tenarum irj!tp§riwifi>y ubi iUe esset. Hujus 
}n ^?:te cefeftrawdd graviter tulit jfopuliis Roinmti,^ f^nc 
^^RyEi^sAM SAPIJBI^TIAM Tubevi^is ; ifaque hpmo ifite^ 
£errimus, dots cptimiSf a^m esset Lucii Pauli .yi^pos, 
Jfricam sqroris filius^ Ms HffiDiNis pelliculis praturd 
ji^ectusegt. , Tully .pro Mureen^, .vol. ii. p. 9>S6y .^^Iph* 
edit. Seneca, who w^s a professed stoic, says of th^t 
school, that there was no sect more benevolent, none 
more affectionate, and Aooe iii0re;2;ealous, to promote the 
^gpod of society. .JSuUa fecta b^ignior, leniorque est ; 
nulla amavtior hofmwMfn, et comn^nibus boms atten^ 
J^. Pe.Clementift, Ub. ii. cap. 5. But th^ same 
.jSeoeca teaches the impiaus doctrine of suicide. .In 
eum intravimus mundum, in quo Ms legibus .wntur.: 
Placet? Pare* Non placetf Quaaimque vis, exi. 
Epist.91. 

ficpiioa XXHI. 
/aj Acratua bi|s , beei^ loention^d as a person s^^into 
.Asic^(to.„^nder.'theatij;spCjth^ status. ,ApfisiSy^%y, 
.•..46. '■.'.','•. ^. 

(bj JX^\i^]Vpxs, H^utps,' for,whq|tnj sqe^unals, apiv. $. ^7 
mnd59. 

Sectim XXIV. 

f (0 l!^^o. was on his return from Campania. 

2c2 
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Sectim XXVl. > 

fuj Arulenus Rusticus lived to establish a great and 
i^rtuous character. He was put to death by Domitian, 
A. U. C. 847, A. D. 94, See life of Agricol^ s. 1 1, and 
note ^aj^ 

Section XXVII. 

faj The emperors had their own special quasstors for 
^e conduct of their af&irs. Augustus was the first that 
establbhed such an office. Suetonius says^ he acquainted 
the senate mth the scandalous behaviour of his daughter 
Julia by a' narrative in writing, which was read to the 
fethers by the qusestor. Suet, in Aug. s. 65. 

sectiMi xsmu. 

(a) For more of Helvidius Priscus, see History, book 
If. 8. 6; and see Life of Agricola, s. % and note (h). 

fbJ'Mircus Pacc^ius^'the father of Paconius Agrip- 
pinus, was cruelly put to death by Tiberius. See Suet, in 
Tib. s. 61. ' . ' 

(c) Tor mote ofCurtiUsf Montanus,, see History, iv. s. 
40 and 42. 

' Section XXlX. 

/^ Itis supposed by some of the commentatois,^th^ 

' die Montanus mentioned in this place is the person inti^ 

dueed 1^ Juvenal in the deep consultation held by Domi^ 

tian, about the manner of dressrog a fish of enormous 

dze : 

Quidnam igitur censes ? conclditur ? absit ab illo 
Dtdecus hoc, Montanus ait, &c. 

SAT.iv.ver.lSO., 
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, Section XXXII. 

(a) EgnatiuSi the professor of the stoic philosophy, who 
appears as a witness against Bareas Soranus, is nientioned 
by Juvenal: 

Stoicus occidit Baream, delator amicum, 
Discipulumque senex« Sat iii. ver. 11^ 

See the History, book iv. s. 10* 

&c«ouXXXlV. 

(a) Notice has been taken, s* 2f/f note (a), of the 
impetial quasstors. The consuls also had their qiifiestors^ 
as we read in Dio, lib. xlviii. where it is said that Appius 
Claudius . and Caius Norbanus^ Consuls A. U. C. 7l^» 
had each of them two quaestors under their own immedi« 
ate direction. 

fbj Demetrius is praised by Seneca^ not merely as a 
philosopher, , but as a man of consummate virtue. De 
Beneficiis, lib. vii* cap. 8. In another place he call8.}iim 
emphatically, not the teacher, but the witness of truth. 
Nonpraceptor vert, sed testis. Epistxs:. 

(c) Arria, his wife, was the daughter of the celebrat* 
ed Arria, who, in the reign of Claudius, A. U. C. 7^^9 
plunged a dagger in her own breast, to ^ve her husbaiid 
CflBcina Fetus an example of undaunted courage. See 
the Life of Agricola, s. 2, notes (a) and (5). 

BND OF THK NOTB$l 
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Section I. 

f0j EeICISTUS^ aii^ i«e l^? told by ^criao, 
Hie Api^hthegnis lof Thmisefiji^apdin pf^tiGu|ai: t)^e i 
meDt here ascribed to him. 

(b) fSaxf the consul obwiye% thi(t of^y^ who are 
Aemsdhtts slaves tq e^vy v\e^j ar^ Af^^it^^ta^dii^^ 
Buiiciout dedainiees agaipst th^ errors of o^her? ; y^ 
surely, a lenity of disposition is of all oth^^r virtues t^^ 
moet beponing* Tb^ nilp wbicb ougl^t to b^ most reli- 
giously observed, is. Let us be inexorable to our. o^ 
fkilings, vliile \Ke treat those pf the r«{st of the world 
with tenderness, hot excepting even such as forgive ^ op^ 
l^ut themsebes, remembering always wha^ the ^umi^ne, 
^nd, therefoc^ the great Thrase^ ys^^L tq s£iy; ^^ He 
^ who hates vice, bate;p mankind/" No^tifW A(>f| ^i 
^mnjim Ubidimm «eri?i» ^ /a%^m pitM^ ^Mf^'IiP^^ 
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imitantur ? Orni eos etiam, qui non indigent clementid 
ulUus, nihil magis quam, lenitfis deceat. Atque ego opH^ 
mum et emendatissirrmm existifnOy qui c(Bteri$ ita tgf- 
noscity tanquam ipse quotidie pe^cet ; ita peccatis abstinet^ 
tanquam nemini igmscaU Proinde hoc domi, hocforis^ 
hoc in omni mtCK genere ^neamu^, ni nobis implacabUes 
fimusy emorabiles istis etmmj qui dare veniam nisi sibi 
nesciunt ; mandemmque memoria, quod vir rnitissinmSf 
«t oZ| hop^^ qu4>que mapsimu^, Jhrasqa dicere crebro ^olebat : 
Qui yiTiA odit, homines odit, Plin. lib. viii. epbt. 
22. Mr. Melmoth, the elegit translator of Plinyi ^ys. 
The meaning of this maxim seems to be, that as it is diffi- 
cult to separajke tl^ action Aom the man, yre should not 
auflFer the Errors of the world to raise in us that acrimony 
of indignation, which,- if well ^Bcsamined, will, perhaps^ 
be oftener found to propeed from some secret principle 
o^ malice, than a just abhorrence of vice. And, there- 
fore, as Seneca observes, Satiws estpubUcos mores et Am-* 
mand vUia pUtddi accipere. See Melmoth's Plipy, book 
viii. epist. 22. 

(c) Hdvidhis Piiscus was recalled from exile^ and af- 
terwards put td death in the leign of Vespasian. See 
Ai^ndix to book v. of the History; aod see Life of Agri<r 
cola, s. 2, and note (fc), ' . 

(d) Paconius Agrippinus has been mentioiied. Annals, 
!xvi.8.'28. 

{e) These particulars are related by Arrian, Jn Epicte^- 
to, i. 

(f) Arrian has recorded this frict Seneca has menr 

tioned Demetrius with the highest applause, and chiefly 

for the following sentiment: Nothing can be more un- 

', fortunate than the man who has never felt the stroke of 

ii^rsity: lie has had n6 experience of htmselft Nihfl 
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nM videiur infeUcius eo, cut nihil unquam evenit adversi: 
mm Ucuit erma iJli se esppeme. Seneca de Providentilt> 
cap. iii. ^ 

Section IL 

. Ca^ Comutus was the friend and preceptor of Persius 
the poet. 

— — Teneros tu sudcipis annos . 

SocraticO) Coirnute, sino* 

Sat. v. ver, 30. 
Crevier, in the Lives of the Emperors, tells us, that Nera 
intended to write the Roman History in Terse, and in four 
hundred hooks. That will he too many, said Cornutus ; no* 
body will read them. In answer, he was told, that Chrysip- 
pus bad written a great many more. Yes, replied Cornu- 
tus, but the difference between the authors is very great. 
He escaped with his life, but was banished. Crevier^ii 
Roman Emperors^ vol. iv. p. 295. 

(b) See Annals, xv. s, 29 and 30. 

(c) Vologeses king of Parthia, and Paeorus king of Me*' 
dia, were brothers to Tiridates. Monobazus was ki^gof 
the Adiabenians. 

(dj See Annals, XV. s. 31. 
(e) See 'the Geographical Table. 
(fj For Fktroblus, see Hiny, lib. xxxv. s. 18. 
(gj The skill in archery, which Tiridates displayed ooi 
|he occasion^. is relate by Dia 

Sectim m. 

(a) The appearance of Tiridates before the Romi^ 
people, and the prodigiods magnificence of thatpublb 
^>ectacle, are described by Suetonius, in Nero, ^s. IS. 

fS; Suetonius, s. 13^.^-^^e also Die; lib. briii. ■ .} 
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Sectim IV ^ 

(a) The Sun, under the name of Mitbea, waslvoiiKt 
shipped by the Persians, aqd almost all the eastern nations* 
See Hyde, History of the Persian Religion. 

(b) The speech of Tiridates, and Nero's answer, are 0e-* 
corded by Dio Cassius, lib. Ixiii. 

(c) Pliny mentions the dec^um^na of the^Theatre, and 
the vast display of gold ffx th^ receptipa pf Tiridates. 
Nero Pompeii Theatrum operuit auro in unum diem, quod 
tiridati regi Armenia ostenderetn I4b> Kuuii. s. Si» 
S^ also Db Cas^us, lib. biu* 

(d) Dio says, this feast was given in Nero's golden pa* 
lace; for which, see Pliny, lib. laxiii. s.3. 

(e) Rome, under the emperors, was often disturbed by 
ik^ violent spirit of theatrical factions, the leaders of which 
i|«re distingubhed by th/e colour of their dress, such aa 
f)hite, bbiCf green, and yeUmo^ This is what Ta/citus, in, 
another place, has called H^sihionalis Favor, n M<ni« 
tes^eu baa considered it a^ one of , t.he <;auses of the 4^- 
olension of iht Roman empire. 3ee the Dialogue con? 
ceming Oratory, s. 29, note (c). 

(f) Dio relates this remark m^de by Tiridates.^ , . 
fg) Pliny tlie elder haa given an account pf 1^exp'$ 

passion for the occult science^ lib^ xn^ s« 2* , 

Section Y. ^ ■ • 

(a) Suetonius says, Nero spent, in treating Tiriilafes 
with unparalleled magnificence, eight hundred thousand 
sesterces, a day; a sum almost Incredible 1 and fit his 
4$|wrture presented him with abov^ « million. . Suetpn.in 
Nero,. 9. 3jp.^ 

(b) The destructiw of A^tjg^ata. jm b^p mept|qQedf 
Annals^ ziii. s. 41. 
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(c) The superstitious ven^rafitfA ^th Wtiidh the Pir- 
tf fen^ cort^idered th'e Sea, has been dfready mentioned. 

in marioj alUsqm mortalmn ruecessUatibag tiotare ndtiiram 
earn fas non putanU Lib. xxx. s. 2. 

Yd J Sefe the Geogralphical Table, 

/e/ ,Fdf Byrrtichium, see the Geographies^ Table. 

SecH(m YL 

(a) Suetonius says, Nero, having placed bis laurel 
mbWn ill the cat>itoV and being complimented iriili the 
title of Imperator, closed the temple of Janvs* la NaiO| 
s. 13. 

(h) Suetonius mentions hel intended expedition to the 
Caspian Sea, & 19;, 

. ^q) These levies of men six feet high, to be called the 
Alexiandrian phalanx^ are stated by Suetonius, ia Nero» 
a. 19* 

iA) jSee SuetDniu% in N«ro, s. 1S2« 

(e) Suetonius^ in Nero^ & 30. ^ 
. (^) Soetonius, in the place last eked. 

' ' Section Vll. 
. t(aj Helius, the freedman, is mentio^d by Dio Cas* 
sius in. the character of a prime minister during Nero's 
absence from Rome. Corneille has described a slave 
^jng tp preferment^ with the sententious brevity of Ta- 

Jamais un afFranchi n'est qu'un esclave infame; •' 
Bie^ )({d'il bharige d'^at, il ne change point d'anl^> ) 

t ^- -'^ • • -'- '• >' • •. Cii^A, act iv» 6c^ 6. 

^fHj'sd ftie^deog?aglfidil Tiible. - " '' "^ ' J 

CcJ The city of Cassiope, and the temple of Jti|rft^ 
Cassius, are both mentioned by Pliny, lib. iv. s. 12. 
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^dj See Suetoniusi in Nero^ .$. 2S. 

fe^ The destrudtion of the sitatu^ erected to the ta«» 
nous coDquerors in the public games of Greece^ is m^M^ 
tiooed by Suetonius in Nero, «. 24, ; 

(fj See Annals, book x,vu s. 5. 

{gj Dio Cassius tells us, that when Nero performed 
the part of Canace, one of the spectators asked. What is 
he doing now ? A man answered, He it in labour. For a 
list of the characters acted by Nero, see Suetonius^ in N^ 
n),s« 2]. 

{"h/ See Crener's Roman Emperors, Life of Nero» 
vol, iv. p, 304, 

SecH(mYm. 

(a) Suetonius says, Nero, after the murder of his 
mother, was not able to bear the reproaches of his own 
conscience, though he had received the congratulatory 
addresses of the army, the senate, and the people ; he fre-^ 
quently confessed that he w^ haunted by his mother's 
ghost following him with the whips and burningtorches of 
the Furies. Exagitari se maiemd^ specie, verberibusfitriO' 
rum ac tadis' a^^dentibus*. In Nero, s. 34. 

(b) When Nero made the tour of Greece, he did not 
date to attend this Eleusinian mysteries, having heard the 
cryer warning all impious and nefarious villains not to ap« 
proach the place. Sueton. in Nero, s. 34. ' 

(c) Suetonius says, he attempted to call up his mother^s 
ghost, in order to appease and mollify her wrath. In Nero^ 
8. 34. 

(d) See this related by Suetonius, in Nero, s. 40» 

.:- Mt The twi^to^rpf Cirrha was for many years annexed 
to the temple of Delphi ; .h^4;c Luoan saj^s^iii^ \as a44^ 
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' Sed mih! jam numen ; nee si te pectoi^e vates 
* Aceipiatn, Cirrhaea velim secrtta moventem 
Splicitare Deum. 

Pharsai^ Itb. 1. ver. 63» 
(J) He beeame the wife of Pythagoras, Anrials;^ xv. 

••S7. 

(g) Chrysostomus says, Oration xxi. Nero oflfered a 
great reward to the person, who should change Sporns 
into' d woman ; and there were n6t wanting empirics, who 
^promised to accomplish that metamorphosis, i ' 

(ft) For more of her, see History, h s.73 ; and see Dio, 
Ub. bciii. \ 

S^c:doM IK. 

(a) See Crevier, Life of Nero* 
> (fi> For. Sulpicius Camerlnu9, see Antials, xiii. s; 52} 
•add siee Crevier, vol, iv. p. SIO. • ^ 

(c) Nero's dblike of every great man at Rome, joined to 
his rapebfty; induced him, by means of bis aoaellitei^ to 
Itill^ or force to dispatch themselves, the richest and 
most illustrious of those, who till then bad escaped his 
cruelty, Crevier, vol. iv. p. 3 M • 

Section X. 

(a) For this attempt to penetrate the isthmus of Co. 
rinth, see Suetonius, in Nero, s. 19 ; andDio, lib. Ixiii. 

(b) Pliny relates this fact : Perfodere alveo navigabili 
angusiias eas tentavere Demetrim rexy dictator Casar, 
Caitis princeps, Domitius Nero^ infausto (ut omnium pa- 
Utit exitu) incepto. • 

(c) For Asealon, see the Geographical Table. 

(d) Sec the Geographical Table. » 

(e) For Japha, see the Geogwkphical Tabled 

(/) See the Geograpliical TaUe. ■ ' . 
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(g) Fm-Qamab,^8eethec£repgi9|^ipalT4if)f» 

(h) For the city .of tJotqnta, n^e ,fte <;i^K««|^ed 
•Rble. 

(0 IV.worb/ofiJ[o04phus are well known. They oon* 
lain A mixtuieof ^gK¥id ^i^ .^ Q^u%^..qf j^t^ ^ 
fable. 

(I) For the xily of Tjari^Mea, we {wlgnWf»r¥> 4^*^^ 
j.4vand.seetherGeQgi: ^p h i c»lTable* 

(m) J^^hus :^y^ yespa3ian si^pUed .Ni^i^ Jv^rif^ ,4^ ^ 
thousand Jews, allstroffg yompgime^^ chpsei) out qt,9^,Yf^ 
number of pdsoiiers* 

Section XI. 

(a) Suetonius, in 'Heso^ s. 23* 

(i) For the £ite of Corbulo, fQe/Dip^lib* l^^iL 

(c) Tbi^tittneaiibflaJasioamtb ivhiehsomWDyhp 
eminent men receiived or^Ts.to die,.fiU$'the;D$ind wjtfi> 
tft^onishiQent andi ii^oaiion. 

if) For>PACtius Afticanus, see Hi^toiy, i^. 9. 41* : • ' 

(g) For the f^te of Cras3us^ see Crevier, {VaiU iy;fip« 
313. ^ ' .•..„.,, 

(h) See the History, hook iv. s. 42. . 

(i) For Regulus, see Pliny the Younger, lib. i. epist. 5j 
and Life of Agricola, s. 2, note (a). 

(A;) For Piso, adopted by Galba, see History^ Cs. 15 
and 16. 

(l) See the Geographical Table. 

(m) Suetonius, inNero, s. 24. 

Section XII. 

(a) TraflhalUs^iWsranoorator of eininence, leomfnirhd- 
ed by Quintilian, lib..x^«cai>w i. He isjdsoiiiiaDtio^^ by 
Tacitus, Histitey,KS. /SO. ^ 

(6) In the list of JBABQAn.poe|s, whom jQiuiiti^^ 
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4h ert ffl fce\ip(rdbabl8» (thaUfaastwork hadnot^peMiBd^ vAm 
4kniiitilk&!ptt^fad3 hialttstitutes^ m the mga o^Oqq^ 
.tiaii. SSiiul ii(li]ie /Stllcaa b^iiHie h«a> undertoole 4o 
tmSoB a^reat Ikiitoiicia evi^t tbe subject of ap ^c poemj 
4iit'dtpairtbg>from tbetpr^edeiiit k^ by Lueao, W has^^Ifi- 
^tahvodefa widi 'the truth ft<K> mdch of fable, ^4 what 
•tbe'tritics -call rmaGhim^ry. The poem, boweVef^. has 
amaqrheaiitiliiVpassages. OTbe author raised a cojisitea- 
Htf^tManaj .aEnd^wasipoasessed of two villas: one tib«tt 
had been the property of Cicero, and the othep of YtrgU* 
He lived to the age of seventy-five, and then ptit an)end 
ftor'his days" by »iEibstibi6ncej being anstructed in the-dtoic 
school, and by the practice of the age,, that suicide was 
•ii6tdgaiBst*tfie-fe?vvdf natui^. •, Senfeea, the adml^ed.phi- 
losopher, has, lui^otig tntoy^othess, the fokhmix^g ipaa&B^} 
*^Live so Jds'lO'welcMrie ddath; and even, ifyiu, think 
^^tfi^ -to sedc-^ WhethecUt comes to you, ot:yoa go 
^ to it, is* imraalcrial.-' {EcSjgree €e, ^t mortem- ^t «r- 
dpiasy ety si ita res suadel^t, arcessas* Iniet^timldl^ 
-an'MH aditms^Tfemal^an cd £pii$t/}^i)c.* It 

was not understood by Senec^^ nor was -the light of natui e 
atnxdg'feiKiii^'ta infdnii jthc'.s^c sdho6l, that the. life 
into which we are called, ought to< be pre^^fved durimg 
the pleasure of the Supreme ^Being that gave it ^ Bliny 
-liietGonaifrgive» an.ac^tlnt of ^he'death of SUius«It^^us. 
t^MmVds dik'-eiid'of a: knig: life, he had cootra^ted wi 
ffbciifaUe dideate, imd thd^efori^ resolved to (doae the 
scene* .^e ha)d praotised-^ at' the bar in the befivniiig of 
Mtf ^add, in Neib'9 time, incurred the disgrace' of *bfti|ig a 
voluntary accuser. li(£9e^nt famam mam mb Nei^ne, 
credebatur sponte ncimdssG^ . ;But he afterwards, in a 
fmOce «edped\liie, reeved his reputation. M<ieulami 
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veieris-indugtfuB laudabiltoUo cf>kierai. He wbs a fibel^ 

but he wrote w^itli iiicnre cate than genius. SmbdHXttat^ 

'mma'tikdj^e curd, quam it^enio. ' He possessed' a niimh 

ber of irillos^ ^d had a large coHection cf books^ statues, 

» and pictures. He celebrated ViigiTs birthday, and visited 

his tomb near Naples, as if it were a temple; It vf^ fa» 

glory^ that Nero- perished in liis consulship, and bjr.that 

event^ the world was delivered frcun a monster^ P^^Jf 

bdbk lit/ epist. 7* Martial has. left several! epigrams in 

praise of Silius Italicus^ whom, as it seems, be esteeaiell 

•and loved. ' ! 

(i?) Suetonius in Nero, s. 25. 

(cQ This custom is recorded by Vitruidus, book ix. and 
Suetonius, s. 25. 

(e) Plamminius triumphed over the last Philip of Ma* 
eedon^ and Mummius conquered Corinth. 

(/) For Antium, see the Geographical Table. 

(A) Suetonius mentions the car of Augustus, an^ the 
procession to the temple of Apollo, s. 25. 

(t) Suetonius, s. 25. 

(A) This was, probably, the conspiracy formed by Vim'^ 
^ius. See Sueton. in Nero, s. 36. 

(0 The particulars here related, are told by Flatarch, 
in his Essay on Gahtility; ' 

(m) See Suetonius in Nero, s. 40. 

* {n} The Hither Spain was called lEspania Tbimconett- 

• msi Ii)!<l«it)pibvince,0&nbaci^edei fiy»m Vindex^ 
lidqiM^fingltini td put himself at the head of mankind^ ^ 
a^evtof i>f ^ulAlc tib6t4y, - ^Sueton* in Gaifaa, s. 9. . 

(o) This speech of Vindcx is recorded by Dio, lib; bpiL 
(p) Now Carthagem^ in Spftin. 
(g) See Suetonius, in Galba, s. 10, /> 

(r) ^neca, and his br<^ther Annseus Mela; wereJbom- 
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at Gorduba^ in Spain. Lueati) the ]^et^ wasaliative bf 
the same country. 

. (5) . RafiriAs Crispinod, the soft of Poppsea^ by her first 
husband. He was used, among his play-fellows, to act the . 
part of a general, or an emperor, and for that boyishamus^- 
ment was ordered to be dro^wned in the sea. Sueton. in 
Nero, s. 85. 

(t) Suetonius says, Galba, holding a general conventtcia 
af New Carthage, in Spain^ undef pretence of presicfing at 
' the manumission of slaves, placed around the court the^: 
statues or images of several who had fallen victims to lie^^ 
ro*s cruelty; and in the midst of his hatjingue, presented 
to the assembly a nobje youth, who had been Ibanished to« 
the next Balearic island (now Majorca), and was brought 
from his plac^ of exile to be exhibited as an object of com- 
passion. . Sueton. in Galba, s. 10. 

(u) Nero called a council of his favourites, and, after a 
short conference on the state of affairs, passed the rest of 
the day in showing some musical instrumepts, which, on a 
new construction, were kept in play by the operation of 
water. He explained the principles of that ingenious- 
piece of mechanism, declaring his resolution to exhibit it 
on the stage, if Vindex would give him leave. Sueton. in 
Nero, s. 41. . Dio, lib. Ixiii. 

(w) Nero was the son of Domil^ua iEnobarbus* /See 
the Genealogical Table. He thought it a disparagement 
to be calkd by his paternal name ; but nothing enraged 
him so much, as to find himself railed at a^ a comedia.». 
apd hai-per. Sueton. in Nero, s. 41. 

(x) See Crevier, vol. iv. All that follows concerning. 
Virginius Rufiis, and the defeat of Vindex, is there relatedr 
at large. ^ ^ 

(y) For the Sequani, the iEdui, Arverni, and Lingones,^ 
see the Geographical Table. , 

VOL, IV. 2 D 
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(si) For Vesontiuniy see the G^ogr^pbical Table* 

(ad) Otho, afterwards emperor, was appointed governor 

of Lusitania^ that Nero n>igl)t secpre Poppiea to himself. 

AMdih xiii. s. 4S. Plutarch's Life of Galba.* 
iffb) For Ctumoy see the Geographical Table. 

Seciim Xm. 

(a) This incident is told by Suetonius, in Nero^ s. 41 . 

(b) This cargo of sand/whh the popular discontents thut 
foUowed, is stated^ by Suetonius, in Nero, s. 45. See 
Pliny, lib, xxxv. $• 13. 

(c) For Nymphidius, see Annals xv. s. 72. For Tigel- 
linus, Anrnals, kiv, s. 57 ; wd Xv. s. 37* 

(d) The wild and desperate projects conceived by Nero, 
ui his fhintie moments, and brought to light by a favourite 
eunuch, are recorded by Suetonius, in Nero, s. 43. 

(e) The line in the QBdipus of Sophocles is^ 

(/) Phaon'5 fidelity is mentioned by Suetonius, in Nero, ' 
5.4a 

(g) The passf^e in Virgi^ 

Usqse adeonjB mori misenim est ? , 
, ^NEiD xii. ver. 646. 

(h) Locusta has been mentioned. Annals, xiii. s. 15. 
Suetonius' says, that Nero received a dose of poison from 
Locusta, which he carried v^th him into the Servilian gar- 
dens. Not having courage to use it, he endeavoured to find 
Spicillus, the gladiator, or some person, to kill himi In 
that distress he cried out, 'Nee amicum habcOy nee inimicum, 
Sueton. in Nero, s. 47- 

(i) Suetonius relates this fact, s. 48. Brotier says, Pha- 
•n's villa is now called, Ija Serjpentara. 

iJr) See Suetonius in Ncro,s. 49. Hostem a seixatnju" 
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dkatuniy et quari ut piimattir more majorunu It is im-* 
possible (o read this passage without feeling a thousand 
mixed emotions. We acknowledge the justice of the sen- 
tence ; we know that vengeance was due to the perpetrator 
of so many horrible crimes ; and we rejoice to find that the 
senate could resume its long-forgotten dignity, and act 
even for a day with a becoming spirit. The interests of 
huBOiakiity requiived that the world should be delivered from 
sucha.iqonster. 

The case is very differeat, when Louis XVI. is cited to 
dtppear before a Fneocb Convention. We see the most be« 
nevolont of men tried by an assembly oitfssasms, phnder-^ 
erSf kveUers, and Athjeists; by the $cum and dreg^of 
France, mixed with the refuse of other nations. Wb^ «- 
good and virtuous, an upright and blameless mon^ch is 
sentenced, contrary to every principk of truth and justice^ 
to suffix as a criminal ; indignation is, for the moment^ lost 
in estoniahment^ at the daring guilt of men, who have 
emerged* from obscurity to be the lyrants of their country; 
a P^vDJBMOfiivu of regicides! France is now left without 
CHURCH or KING ; without law; or xacfals ; without a con- 
stitution, and without humanity. The ns^ions of Europe 
shudda* with horror at the bloody tragedy that has been 
acted. The virtues, which the MUjaoERED kino displayed^ 
with wonderful meekness, on the throne, in prison, and on 
the scaffold, are now known to the world. They will 
be transmitted to the latest posterity, and 

Will plead, like angels triimpet-tongued, against 
The JDKBP DAMNATION of his taking off. 

Bat the dsmacooubs of France will perhaps not ajbw 
that Sbakspeare is a great moral teacher: let then hear 
their own Boileau : 

2d2 



Digitized by 



Gaogle 



404' • ^0¥feS 6iT THE APPE If DIX TO THE^ 

Quoi ! ce peuple aveugle en son crime, 
jQui prenant son roi pour victime. 
Fit du trdne un th^dtre affreiix j 
Pense-t-il qu« le Ciel, complice 
' D'unsi funeste sacrifice, 
N'a pour lui ni foudre ni feux? . 

' (l) iTie particulars of Nero's flight, above related, anrf 
th(fee that follow, are told by Suetonius, in Nero^ 48, 
' (m) He took some water out of a 5itch and dr&nk it, 
saying, Hat est Neronis decocta. Being/ taken intO' the 
house, creeping on his bands and knees through a hole 
that was inade for him, he lay on a miean bed, with a tat- 
^red coverlet thrown over it> and bcing^both'hungry and~ 
Uiirsty, he refused some coarse bread that was brought to 
him, but drank a little water, Quadrupes per (mgusiias 
effossa caveifi^e receptus in proximam cellam^ decubuit «*- 
per tectum modkelld culcitA et vetere pallia strata insiruo 
Mn, Fameque interim et siti htterpellante^ panem quidem 
mrdidztm ablatum aspernatus est, aqua autem U^idm aU* 
quantvUum bOnt. Suet, in Neron. s. 48. 

(n) Suetonius, s. 49. • 
' (o) Qualis artifexperea ! Suet. s. 49, where the foUowing- 
circumstances are related. 

(p> Tlte line in Homer is^ 

(g).H€saidto the centurion, Sera: et fuze est fides? 
Tliose were his last words. See the description of his 
ghastly figure. Suet. s. 49. 

' <r) Suetonius gives the same account of his age. OUit 
secundo et trigessimo atatis atmo, die quo quondam Octa-^ 
viaminteremerat,' In Neron. s. 57. - 
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(s) The public joy was 86 great, that the people ran to* 
and fro, with caps upon their heads. ^ Tanturrujue gaudi^ 
um pubUce prahuit, ut plebs pileata totd urbe discuneret* 
Suet in Neron. s. 57- 

{f) See Suetonius, s. 50. 

(u) Suetonius says, Non drfuerunt qui per longum tern" 
pus verms astivisque flonbus tumulum ejus ornarent. 
s.'67.' 

(w) The readiness of the !Parthians to assist a"^ pretended 
Nero, is mentioned by Suetonius,' in Nero, s. 57 ; and also 
by Tadtus, History, i. s. 2. 

Section XV* 
' (a) A number of prodigies mentioned by Suetonius, in 
Galba, s. i.^^Dio, Ixiii. Pliny, lu s. 83 apd lOS. 

(fe) Plutarch says he arrived in Spain on the seventh 
day "after Nero*s death. . See the Life of Galba. 
(c) Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

Xd) Galba was born in the consulship of Valerius Mes- 
salinus and Cheius Lentulusj A. U. C. 751, on the ninth of 
the kalends of January,' in a villa near Terracina. Suist.ia 
Gralba, s. 4. 

. (e) See Plutarch, Life of Galba. 
(/) Plutarch, in Galba, gives the sanie account. 
- (g) See Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

(h) Pluta^iph relates this saying of Mauricus: for more 
of whom see History, iv. s, 40; and Life of Agricola,' 
s. 45. 

. (f) We read in Suetonius, that Galba was governed by 
three favourites; Titus Vinius, his lieutenant in Spain; 
Cornelius Laco, who was advanced to the command of the 
prsBtorian guards ; and his freedman Icelus, who was Jig- : 
mfied with the priVil%e of wearing aring, and the name of 
M£!hianii3.r : To these men Galba resigned himself with 
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such impticit confidence, tha^ Ms conduct was never con- 
sBt^it; at on^ time frugal and rigorous ; at anotii«r /emiss^ 
complying, and more lavish, than became a prince of hu 
advanced age, who had been raised to the imperial dignity 
by the voice of the people. Suet, in Galba, s. 14. For 
more of the three favourites, seethe History, i. s. 6 and 13. 

(ifc) Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

(Z) For the origin of Nymphidius, see Annals, xv, s/72. 

(m) Plutarch, Life of Galba. Cingonius Varro has 9l- 
fcady occurred, Annals, xiv, s. 45. 

(n) For more of Honoratus, see Plutarch, life of Galb(|« 

(o) This speech may be seen in Plutarch. 

(p) See Phitardi, in Galbaj though Suetonius says, 
Oalba was no way allied to the bouse of Csssar. Suet, in 
Galba, s. 2. ' ^ ' ' 

(q) All these particulars are to be found in Plutarch^ 

Section XVI, 

(a) Phitardb, Life of (^Iba. For Mtthridate$ broi^ht be- 
fore the emperor Claudiufl, see Aniialsy xii. 8. 21 ; and His- 
tory, i. |5. 6. 

(6) For Petronius TurpiUanus, see Annals, xv. «. ^2; 
and History, i. s. 6. / 

(c) Suetonius, in Galha, s« 1 1. 

(d) The fete of Obultronius Sabinus, Cornelius Marcd- 
lus, and Betuus Chilb, is mentiooed by Tacttus>, History, t 
s. 37. 

(e) For Clodius Macer, murdered in Africa, see History, 
i. 6.3 and n. 

(/) For an account of Calvia Criqpiiulla, see History, L 
8. 72. 

{g) Fonteius Capito, Hifltory, i. s. f, 8, and 58. 

(h) His name was JuUub Paulns Ckudiu&CiviUs* Fo^ 
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more of this &mous Batavkn chief^ see History, book i. s. 
59 ; book iy. s. 13, 14 ; and throughout the war which he 
waged against the Romans, to the close of book v. s. 26. 

(i) Fabius Valens contrived the murder of Fonteius Qa- 
pito, in the Lower Germany, History, L s. 7» He is men- 
tioned often as the partisan of Vitellius. He was at last" 
taken prisoner by Vespasian's party. History, iii. s. 43. . 

(fc) This man murdered Fonteius Capito by order of Fa- 
bius Valens, and was afterwards given up by Vitellius to 
the resentnlent of the soldiers. History, i. s. 58. 

(0 See Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

(m) Suetonius, in Galba, s. 11. 

(n) AU^r a reign of luxury and dissipation, the rigid par* 
simony of Galba was unseasonable, and, by consequence, 
rendered him unpopular. Suetonius relates several in* , 
stances of his avarice beneath the dignity of a prince. He 
adds, that soon after Galba*s arrival in Rome, when he at- 
tended the performance of an Attelape Fable, as soon as 
the actor began the first verse of a favourite song,' 

Venit, io ! Simus k vill^, 
Here^s Farmer Flatnose come from his vilUif the whole au- 
dience, with one voice, sung the song, repeating the first 
verse several times. Suet, in Galba, s. 13. 

(o) Thb cruel slaughter is told by Plutarch, life of 
Galba. ^ 

(p) See Suetonius in Galba, s. 14 : and History, i. s. G 
and 13, 
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